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DRUMMOND
Community High School Newsletter

July 2010 Issue1

Dear Parent/Carer
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you. This is our
re-vamped Drummond Community High School newsletter. It is
my intention to produce 4 newsletters per year. These will be issued
to P5,6, 7 at LeithWalk,Abbeyhill and Broughton Primaries as well
as being posted home to parents/carers of pupils at Drummond
Community High School.

This is part of our continuing effort to involve you in the full life
of the school and also to keep you up to date and informed of what
is happening at Drummond. The school is a hive of activity and I
have been so impressed in my first six weeks with all the pupils, staff
and parents that I have met here and when I have visited our three
cluster primaries.

• MyVision for the Future
As I have said I am so impressed by all that is happening at
Drummond and feel we should do more to recognise ourWider
Achievement. To this end I am going to introduce an
AchievementWall and achievement ties for pupils who achieve
both in and out of school. We have so many achievements to
celebrate that I will be issuing a lot of ties!

I also believe our senior school ethos can be taken to the next
level. These pupils are our leaders and I would like them to be
more involved in taking the school forward. I also want the
community to experience the positive atmosphere in
Drummond and invite anyone interested in seeing Drummond
in Action to make an appointment and a guided tour of classes
in action will confirm what a fantastic school Drummond is.

• Website
We are constantly updating our website drummondhigh.com if
you have ideas for further improvement please again let us know.

• Dress Code
At Drummond we firmly believe that school uniform is
important. I enclose a leaflet explaining our uniform code.

I would encourage all pupils to wear a collar and tie. I also wish
to introduce blazers to all of S5 & S6. The blazer style will be
chosen by the pupils. They are lightweight, machine washable
and cost £29.50. Deposits of £10 will be taken at the 'fitting'
session before the end of term. This gives clarity to senior
pupils.

• Attendance and Late coming
Drummond has been working hard to improve attendance and
late coming and results have been good. I ask for your continued
support and if your child does have a genuine reason for being
late please contact the school office to prevent them from being
issued with a detention. Pupils who are frequently late will be
asked to make up time on the in-service days throughout the
year.

• Forthcoming Events
This is indeed a very busy but enjoyable time of the year.Events
taking place during June are Celebration of Achievement and
Prize Giving (full details of our prize winners will be posted on
our website), Sports Day, Suspended Timetable, Senior Prom,
Election of Prefects, Change of Timetable on 7th June, End of
summer term.

• The Curriculum
The curriculum at Drummond has
impressed me. The move towards
Curriculum for Excellence has been
embraced by enthusiastic staff with a clear
vision of improving the quality of learning
and teaching.Great initiatives have improved
literacy and the S1 curriculum for 2010-
2011 sees inter-disciplinary projects being built in throughout
the year.TheWiderAchievement Opportunity everyWednesday
afternoon allows all pupils to achieve and enjoy learning outside
the traditional classroom.Active learning is apparent throughout
Drummond and as a pupil told me ‘Active Learning is fun and
helps us learn’. Early presentation of SQA exams increases pace
and challenge.

I am sure I have missed some of the great curricular initiatives that
permeate all aspects of learning at Drummond but after a short time
in post I continue to be enthralled by staff and pupils enthusiasm for
improving learning and teaching.

The Parent Council
At theAnnual General Meeting of the Parent Council the following
office bearers were elected:

Chair Fiona Kelly Member Shian Randall

Vice Chair Steven Craig Member Karen Reynolds

Treasurer Jane Preston Member Yvonne McElhone

Secretary Alison Howitt Member Christina Phillips

Member Gail Reed Clerk Pauline Clair

The Parent Council meets approximately every 6 weeks. They wish
to work with the school to provide all students with the highest
possible quality educational experience. Meetings are informal
and as well as being involved in pupils’ learning the Parent Council
will also be involved in fund-raising. We urgently need more
members if we are to put your plans into action. The next meeting
is in school onTuesday 24thAugust @ 6.30pm. Please come along,
we will make you very welcome.

• House System – Restructuring
Due to our Guidance Team being reduced from four to three
members of staff we are restructuring our house system. We
hope to involve pupils at every stage. We will have 3 houses
each with a Guidance teacher as Head of House and each house
linked to a Depute Head Teacher.We hope this structure will
improve communications.

Pupils have attended special assemblies where they have voted
for new house names. The first but important step in our new
house system.

Further news will follow please look for house points updates in
our future publications!

• PERSONAL DETAILS - Change of address, phone
numbers, emergency contact details

Could all parents/carers please remember to notify the
school of any changes in the above.

Norma Prentice
HeadTeacher

Welcome From the Headteacher
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Talking Pictures
A free workshop for S1 and S2 parents and carers
Would you like to learn more about the meanings within
paintings and sculptures?
Philippa Drummond (Acting principal teacher of Art) is running a free workshop
to provide an opportunity for looking and talking about Art.

We are looking for enthusiastic parents or carers with little or no experience of
visiting galleries and no training in the Arts.

The purpose of the project is

• To develop your confidence and eennjjooyymmeenntt of look at and talking about Art.

• To encourage you to visit art galleries with your child.

• To have fun and find out what ““aaccttiivvee  lleeaarrnniinngg”” looks and feels like.

Part 1 of the workshop will take place in Art Room 2 on Saturday the 44tthh  ooff
SSeepptteemmbbeerr..  PPaarrtt  22 is a visit to the Gallery of Modern Art on Saturday the
11th of September with a guided tour and time for tea and cakes!  Hopefully you
will then follow this up by visiting a gallery or museum with your child.

Places are limited so please book early by completing the enclosed yellow form
and returning it to the school as soon as possible.  The Art department will be in
touch to confirm your place.

SAVE THE DATE
10th September 2010 Active
Schools Family Day
The Active Schools Edinburgh Team is bringing their Active Family Day
to Leith Links this year after a successful two years at the Meadows.  This
is a great opportunity for you as a family to take part in a wide range of
fun activities including, rugby, football, golf, bmx biking and mountain
biking, tae kwon do, cricket, play activities for younger children and much
more. All activities are FREE of charge.

Just come along on the day, register at the information desk to collect
your Active Schools freebie and enjoy all the activities.  

If you have any questions please contact
your Active Schools Coordinator 
Nicola Barclay,
Nicola.Barclay@ea.edin.sch.uk 07825842971

History Book

Maths Book

WAO – Ministry of Fun
This was planned collaboratively and involved FCT, PSE
and PE.  This course focuses on the importance of
emotional, physical and nutritional health.  In my section
the emphasis is on working as part of a team to produce a
range of healthy dishes.

We look at the healthier ways of cooking as well as trying
to embed the Scottish dietary targets in to the food we
make.  The students have produced some great finished
results and the ethos within the class is always positive.  We
have had fun carrying out ‘ready steady cook’ sessions
which has improved students confidence in creating new
recipe ideas.  As well as this I have seen new friendships
developed and students supporting each other.  This course
has broken down the barriers between year groups and
hopefully has encouraged students on to a future path for
good health.
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The Times Spelling Bee regional heats took place in Falkirk
on Monday 15th March and the DCHS team was buzzzing –
Sulaiman Sarwar, Finlay Allan, Evie Walters and Nishat
Mohammad – came first, beating other Edinburgh high schools
including Craigmount and Firhill. They finished with a total of 54
points, 14 points ahead of the 2nd placed team. They did
exceptionally well and we’re all very proud of them, but no time
for dozing in the warm sunshine, these ‘worker’ bees are swotting
up for the semi-finals in May.

Here are some of the words they spelt
accurately: Pluralism,

Inoculate, Ministerial, Ecosystem, Desperate, Graffiti

Sulaiman was the ‘last man standing’ in the competition during
the ‘knock-out’ round. This meant that he spelt every word
correctly until he was given ‘portmanteau’.

Diane Black (Teacher of English)

S1 Energize Carnival of Sport
Thursday 4th & 
Friday 5th March 2010.

Partners:
Active Schools, PE, Edinburgh Leisure
Target Audience:
S1 Students
Rational: 
A Physical Activity & Health Awareness Session, & Carnival of Sport was organised
by Active Schools & Edinburgh Leisure to raise the profile of the benefits of
Physical Activity and inform and encourage young people to become & stay Active!
Summary of Event:
The session was delivered by Edinburgh Leisure Youth Development Team,
supported by the PE Department & Active Schools Co-ordinator, during the S1 PE
time. The session included an informal presentation promoting Physical Activity &
the Energize Card (which is a Youth Leisure Card for 11-17 year olds).  The pupils
were encouraged to sign up for an Energize card, with the incentive of a prize
draw for an I pod shuffle. In addition to this a Carnival of Sport was organised in
the Games Hall. The Carnival was made up of 3 different activities, Golf, Tennis &
Boxercise. The students received coaching & the coaches set challenges in all 3
Activities.
Outcome:
By organising this event within the PE curriculum time, all S1 students were
targeted & reached.  The students responded well to trying new activities that are
not offered within their usual PE programme, through Bakeries & Golf.
All students signed up for an Energize Youth Leisure Card, which they can use to
get discount on a variety of Activities throughout the city.

Spelling Bees Buzzzzing
Around Drummond!
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The students, staff and community users of Drummond
Community High School are promoting Fairtrade within the
school and aiming to acquire Fairtrade Schools status for
Drummond. As part of the WAO (Wider Achievement
Opportunities) sessions on a Wednesday afternoon a group of  20
S2-S6 students have been providing a variety of  Fairtrade activities
over the year.

Setting up the ‘Fairtrade Safari Café’ for staff every Friday this
included:

• Researching and developing a business plan.
• Taking part in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ type presentation to senior
management and guests from the catering trade and
receiving a loan to set up the café. 

• Repaying the loan at the agreed time.
• Research recipes and baking for the café
using Fairtrade ingredients.

• Selling Fairtrade products.

The café also provided a catering service for the
following events:

• At parents evenings.
• Community events.
• Complimentary catering for guests at
school events.

• Meetings
• Fundraising activities.
• Promoting Fairtrade products as part of
the ‘healthy schools’ project.

Organising various Fairtrade educational events
within school and the wider community:

• Assemblies to educate their classmates and
staff about Fairtrade and its philosophy.

S1 School Camp
In May, 24 pupils set off to Dalguise Activity Centre for Drummond’s S1 school camp. We were busy cycling, climbing, raft building,
quad biking and going on the giant swing, cat walk and zip wire all day then we had a disco at night. The pupils all had a fantastic
time and we are definitely planning to go back next year.

• Inviting Fairtrade speakers to talk to students.
• Displays at parents and community events.
• Events for Fairtrade Fortnight including assemblies,
competitions, dress down day and a Fairtrade lunch.

ª Getting tutor groups to draw up a ‘Fairtrade Wish List’ for
the group to work from.

Involving others in our quest for Fairtrade Schools Status including;
• Visits to Fairtrade shops and suppliers.
• Collaborating with our school catering company Amey on
Fairtrade catering.

• Attending events and workshops on Fairtrade.

The money raised from the café and other activities has been used
to:

• Subsidise Fairtrade educational activities
• Purchase resources for the café and our Fairtrade ‘Library”
• Pay the students involved in the café. This money goes
into their ‘Kenya Account’ for future trips to our partner
schools in Muthambi, Kenya (further information in the
‘Muthambi Drummond Partnership’ section).

Furahia! (Enjoy!)

Fairtrade 
At DCHS

DANCE
The PE Department has made a major
effort this year to make dance more
accessible to students in DCHS.

The Department secured funding to
run a dance project with S1 – S3 classes.
This involved an Edinburgh based
dance company, Dance Division,
delivering master classes in jazz, hip
hop, street dance and musical theatre to
approximately 50 students over a 10
week period.

The PE Department has also
introduced an aesthetically based
Standard Grade PE course with dance

featuring as one of the 7 activities
studied.  Again this has been highly
successful attracting more girls on to
the Standard Grade course.

For the 3rd year Drummond entered
two dance groups in the Edinburgh
Schools Dance Competition that took
place in November.

Drummond continues to run a very
successful after school dance club with
students from S1 – S3 attending.

The Wider Achievement Opportunities
afternoon has given 40 students the
chance to study dance over 40 weeks
and gain a Dance Leader qualification.
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Kimberley Reed
Drummond student Kimberley Reed competed at the Bank of Scotland U15/U17
CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIPS on Saturday 15th May 2010.

Kimberley won gold in the Hammer with a throw of over 41 metres to become
Scottish Champion in the Under 17 age category.

Kimberley also pulled off an amazing silver medal in her less favoured Discus event
with a throw of nearly 28 meters in the Under 17 age group category.

The hammer picture is from bedford last year when she won the AAAs to become
under 15 British Champion, the Discus is from last years Scottish Championships
where she won silver in the Under 15 event.

S6 London Trip
18 senior students and 4 staff went on a 2 day action packed study
visit to London on the 28th and 29th January, 2010. The major
purpose was to visit the Holocaust Exhibition in the London
War Memorial Museum following the Holocaust Assembly.
Furthermore, we went for a meal in China Town followed by
seeing the extremely funny show “Avenue Q” at the Gielgud
Theatre, a good contrast to the harrowing images at the Museum.
After the theatre trip we took a walk to see the major London
sights at night such as Trafalgar Square, Westminster Abbey, Big
Ben and Houses of Parliament. The next day, we divided into
three groups according to interests visiting Emirates Football
Stadium, The Tate Gallery and Camden Market. A brief shopping
excursion on Oxford Street was a great finish to packed
programme. The students were a credit to the school and a joy to
be with.

Birgit Harris, David MacConnell, Rajni Punn and Annie Scanlon

‘Let’s Get Gardening’
Have you been near the Green
houses lately!
Exciting things have been developing in collaboration with FCT
and Science.  The Learning assistant in FCT, Elaine and the
Science Technician, Audrey have been busy planting herbs and
are now in the process of growing a variety of seasonal vegetables
which will eventually be used with our students.  
The girls have been laying the ground work for some activities
involving our students who are part of the WAO ‘Ministry of
Fun’.  This WAO is a looking at the nutritional, physical and
emotional needs of people and what better way than getting
young people actively involved in growing their own food and
tying this in with sensible eating plans.  Both Elaine and Audrey
have been involved in contacting outside agencies to see if they
can get funding or support to expand this really worthwhile
activity.  So look out for the exciting dishes which will be created
using their produce.

All future S1 parents are 
warmly invited to 

Guided School Tours on Monday ( 6th Sept.) and
Thursday (9th Sept. 2010) from 14.00 -15.00.

These tours are part of a free Adult Education Taster
week from 6-10 September. For a detailed

programme please see the school website – Adult
Education Programme -  in early August.

Food Safety Week 
7th June- 13th June

The FCT department had the environmental health
team into the school on the 3rd of June to work with
our S2 classes to highlight the importance of using
food hygiene practices which can reduce the risk of
food poisoning.  The activities planned involved the
use of the UV hand washing unit which demonstrated
how poorly we wash our hands and was a fun way to

get everyone washing hands correctly.
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The Event Coordinator Wider Achievement Opportunity
group have been working with two council-run care homes
in Edinburgh - Porthaven and Clermiston.  

The S5 and S6 students in the group have researched, planned and
delivered activities and events for the residents in the two care
homes.  These have included a Christmas party, a Burns celebration,
and a bingo afternoon.  The students also organised a raffle to raise
funds for the two care homes.  Our new head teacher Norma
Prentice was kind enough to draw some of the winning tickets. The
group raised over £600 in total and presented each care home with
a cheque to use to provide further events for the residents.

In May of this year the students visited Porthaven care home to
present the cheque.  A reporter from the Edinburgh Evening News
was present to interview some of the residents and students.  

This Wider Achievement Opportunity has opened a number of
doors for the students involved.  Several of the students have looked
into the options of doing further volunteering in the future and at
pursuing Social Care as a career.

The Event Co-ordinator 
Wider Achievement 
Opportunity Group

ICT and 
Digital Media
ICT and new digital media continues to challenge
and inspire both students and staff to use and devise
innovative resources for learning.  Interactive
Smartboards are now a common tool for learning
and provide engaging and motivating resources.
Voting handsets are also used to engage more
reluctant learners in decision making processes and
group discussion. Software for learners with
additional needs is used extensively across the
curriculum to support literacy and numeracy skills.  

Portable devices are being introduced to personalise
learning.  Online tools, to promote learning outwith
school, are used extensively within Studywiz,
Edinburgh's Virtual Learning Environment.  These
are just a few examples of how the advances in new
technology are supporting our learners.

LTS Scottish Education
Drummond are now one of three finalists for The
LTS Scottish Education Award for Literacy Across
Learning. Our nomination includes the work of The
Literacy School Improvement Group, Parents’ and
Pupil’ Groups, The work of our Literacy Coordinator,
our work for Scotland Week, The ‘I’m a Parent, Help
me out Here’ event, work for the Leith Walk
Transition Project, Literacy within WAOs and our
development of 21st Century Literacy. As you can see
from the huge range of work included, you have all
contributed towards our having been so
successful…So, well done!

The next stage is that a panel of judges will be
coming into school on the morning of 27th April
when we will dazzle them with an array of evidence,
interviews, and presentations. Jo and I will be in
touch once we have the guidelines for this to ensure
that we can all contribute to making this
AMAZING.

Useful Links
http://schools-online.org.cgi bin/.WebObjects/SchoolsWebs.woa/16/wo/2y93vyYg8jsX3zJAhbZ4sw/3.15.0.4.5.6.1.0.1.2.0.4.1

Podcasts
http://schools-online.org.cgi-bin/.WebObjects/SchoolsWebs.woa/16/wo/2y93vyYg8jsX3zJAhbZ4sw/6.15.0.4.5.6.1.1.0.0.0

Studywiz
http://schools-online.org.cgi-bin/.WebObjects/SchoolsWebs.woa/16/wo/2y93vyYg8jsX3zJAhbZ4sw/5.15.0.4.5.6.1.3.1.0.0
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On Thursday 11th February Drummond Community High School
held their first Literacy Across Learning evening for parents,
imaginatively titled “I’m A Parent, Help Me Out Here!”. The main
purpose of the evening was to allow parents an opportunity to
understand and engage with the role that literacy will play under
Curriculum for Excellence, however it also gave us the perfect
opportunity to showcase some of the excellent work our students
have been producing this session.

The evening began with an opening presentation from the literacy
expert, Bill Boyd (check out his blog for lots of great advice and
links to useful literacy resources at
www.theliteracyadvisor.wordpress.com). Bill discussed the meaning
of literacy in a 21st Century context and really set the scene for the
workshops and displays our parents were to experience later in the
evening. He briefed parents on the change in the definition of “text”
and made some interesting and thought provoking comments about
the changes we all need to make in our approaches to improving
literacy. 

Bill was followed by a performance from “Drummond Players” and
“Make It In Music” – two groups from our Wider Achievement

“I’m A Parent, Help Me Out Here”
Opportunities who
meet every
Wednesday afternoon.
These activities 

were planned around
the Outcomes and
Experiences with a
focus on literacy. The
“Drummond Players” students
premiered the openings of the plays
they have written themselves and
which will be performed later in the
year. 

Our parents were then given the opportunity to visit a number of
workshops were they could experience literacy in the classroom.
The workshops, which were run by both staff and students, included
creative writing, bilingual story telling, musical notation and
blogging. These were followed by a visit to a “marketplace” where
there were some examples of the literacy work being carried out
across the school. Parents and students also had the opportunity to
take away some free reading materials provided by a generous
donation from the Scottish Book Trust. 

Parental turnout was fantastic – this was certainly one of our most
successful parental events and feedback from those who attended
has been very positive. Parents found the evening both informative
and entertaining and answered some questions that they had about
Curriculum for Excellence and Literacy across Learning. We hope
that it also provided our parents with some information to help
them support their own youngsters at home. As for the Literacy
group at Drummond, the evening gave us the opportunity to
showcase some of the hard work we have been involved with this
session and I think we all felt a sense of pride at what we have
achieved so far!

Nine senior students as part of the Wednesday
afternoon WAO were involved with working
with older persons in care homes.  Throughout
the year the students take part in organising and
delivering different activities within Porthaven
and Clermiston care homes in Edinburgh.
These activities involved quizzes, local history,
bingo, Robbie Burns afternoon and a
Christmas party.  The students also raised money
to fund these activities and to donate money to
the homes’ welfare funds.  The students raised
over £1000 throughout the year.

The students gained many skills such as
managing projects, organising activities,
communication skills, inclusion and accessibility,

working with older people, volunteering and
fundraising.

As a result of this hard work and effort the
students gained various accolades from
councilors, care home management, residents
and their families.  Examples being: 

Resident at Porthaven Care Home,  Priscilla
Beaton, said: “I think it very nice of the students,
it's been much appreciated. There are a lot of
people their age who wouldn't be bothered
coming in to an old folk’s home but it's been
very nice of them spending time with us.” 

Councillor Marilyne MacLaren, Convener for
Education, Children and Families, added:
"Bringing the young and old together
is vital in developing awareness about
each other. The pupils have worked
hard over the last year to bring joy to
the elderly residents. Pupils have
gained fantastic life experience and an
understanding of older people -
making this an inspirational
intergenerational project."

Events’ Coordinator WAO



Water Sports Trip
In June 09, the PE department took 26 students to the Costa
Brava, Spain, for a water sports activity week. 

The trip offered an excellent opportunity for our students to
experience alternative sporting activities in a different culture.
The students took part in
many activities and
experienced sailing,
snorkelling, windsurfing
and kayaking in the
Mediterranean Sea, as
well as mountain biking
in the surrounding area,
all of which was run by
the help and assistance of
fully qualified instructors.
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WAO Ski Experience
On Wednesday afternoons, as part of our wider Achievement Opportunity, the students have the choice to take part in
the Ski Experience which includes: ski lessons; creating blogs and a ski resort investigation. We have now 70 students
who can ski and have extended this opportunity to include a trip to Glenshee and the chance to take part in the Boyd
Anderson Ski race; we were 1st in the junior race and came a healthy 9th in the seniors; Our school received the
magnificent Hillend Ski trophy for being the ‘Best school at Hillend’. Our future plans are to include snowboarding to
accommodate the primary pupils who have already snowboarding experience.

Boyd Anderson

Hillend
Glenshee

Valencia
During the February mid term break Mr
Kelly and Mr MacNamara took 21 keen
footballers from Drummond Community
HS on a trip of a lifetime to Valencia in
Spain.

The trip gave the young players the opportunity to ‘live the life’ of
a professional footballer and receive expert coaching at one of the
world’s biggest football clubs - VALENCIA CF. The boys trained,
daily, at the same training ground as the Valencia first team players
and they had the opportunity to meet and watch at close quarters
some of the best footballers in the world today.

The trip to Valencia was a
resounding success. The facilities,
coaching and organisation provided
by Valencia FC were tremendous in
every aspect. The boys benefited
from not only the coaching, but the
educational and cultural aspects that
the trip also promoted. 

SKIING
Drummond has introduced skiing on the curriculum this year
as part of the Wider Achievement Opportunities.  Approximately
70 students have successfully learned to ski.
Drummond entered two teams in to the Boyd Anderson
Schools Race last December.  Our novice team won their
competition and our more experienced skiers performed
extremely well.  Our skiers were awarded a very special trophy
for the school which shows particular effort and enthusiasm for
the sport of skiing.
In January this year 38 skiers had the opportunity to ski on snow
at Glenshee, again this was an invaluable experience for our
skier’s progress and development.
The skiing staff are in the process of organising a foreign trip
potentially in 2011/12.


