
National 3 English students have been 
exercising their listening and speaking skills 
through a series of activities based on the 
theme of “Survival”.  Firstly – Instructional 
Writing: a “Step by Step” guide on how to 
make a bow and start a fire  ….  Thankfully, 
being 
summer,  
we didn’t 
really need 
that fire 
in a hurry!  
Keep 
working 
hard, lads!

Mrs Woods
and Mr Brian 
“Bear Grylls” 

Christopher - English 

Dear Parent/Carer

We have concluded another busy year and pupils and staff have 
enjoyed a well-earned summer break. Our seniors have left for 
pastures new. SQA exam results were issued on Tuesday 4th August 
and if you have any queries about these, please contact the school.

The 2013/14 session was a very busy one with the first cohort of 
national examinations. We also saw our first S3 graduation into 
senior phase (S4 - S6). Our senior phase classes are now timetabled 
in one cohort which enables pupils to progress at the correct level 
and allows us to offer more choice. We will continue to evaluate 
and improve courses both in the junior phase and senior phase 
throughout the session.

Throughout the year we have not only progressed with Curriculum 
but also in the other three areas of our C.A.L.M. School 
Improvement Plan.

In Attainment and Achievement we continue to recognise our 
improvements in both areas.

In Learning and Teaching we strive to make every learning 
experience in every classroom excellent.

We also hope that by December 20th all pupils will have a 1 to 

1 device (mini I pad.) This has enhanced 
learning and we continue to train staff to 
ensure pupils receive the best experience 
from this exciting development.

Drummond Community High School is an 
inclusive school where we strive to meet the 
needs of our learners. We have developed 
exciting initiatives such as coaching, where 
staff and students have been trained in supporting our learners 
to set and achieve targets in both their school and personal lives. 
S6 coaches have been paired with S1s with coaching taking place 
during extended Tutor Time. This has increased personal support 
and will be continued next session.

Finally, as you will now be aware, I leave Drummond on 25th August 
the 25th to take up a secondment at Castlebrae High School. I thank 
all parents / carers for their support over the last 4 years.

Sue Cook (DHT at Leith Academy) will take over the Head Teacher 
role at Drummond. Sue is highly experienced in all aspects of school 
leadership. I will be working closely with Sue over July and August 
to ensure all of our excellent progress at Drummond continues. 
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Message from the Headteacher

Norma Prentice
Headteacher

The uniform for Drummond Community High School is outlined below and it is our clear 
expectation that all pupils wear the agreed uniform. The uniform has been designed in 
consultation with pupils, parents and staff in Drummond Community High School.  We 
would ask all parents/carers to support our school policy on dress and uniform which is 
a key part of our arrangements to ensure the safety of our pupils and staff at all times. 
In addition, our uniform gives us a strong identity within our local community and helps 
us to foster a strong sense of pride and belonging in our school. We hope that visitors 
to the school will comment frequently on the smart appearance of our school pupils.

We are Drummond ……. Our uniform is what sets us apart. As a highly successful school we are 
proud to dress for success. Play your part and wear full and proper uniform at all times!

Uniform 2014 - 2015

Unacceptable 

• Leggings/Heavy make up 

• Football team tops (and this includes PE  
 lessons), tracksuit tops, scarves and hats  
 for any team are not acceptable under any  
 circumstances 

• Tracksuits/Hooded Tops/ Denim jackets 

• Clothing which is deemed unsuitable in  
 terms of Health and Safety, such as large 
 belts, dangling or hooped earrings and  
 long chains/necklaces. 

• Very short skirts 

Acceptable Uniform 

• All pupils in S6 are expected to wear a  
 school blazer (S5 are encouraged!)

• Black or White shirt with collar 

• School tie which should be clearly visible at  
 all times - ties can be purchased from the 
 school office 

• Black school trousers or skirt. Please note  
 that jeans, jean like materials and ‘skinny’  
 jean type trousers are NOT permitted 

• Black v-neck jumpers or black zippers/ 
 cardigans that allow school ties to be  
 clearly visible at all times. 

• Plain black shoes. Laced shoes must have  
 black laces only 

Taking the
Classroom Outdoors
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September Adult Education 
Programme

My name is Pooja Singh. I am currently 
in S6 and during school on Wednesday 
afternoons I attend the Duke of 
Edinburgh award. I am almost at the end 
of my bronze award moving on to silver 
after the holidays. So far I have gained so 
much confidence and have had so much 
support from my group. Overall there 
are 4 parts to the award that you have 
to complete in order to gain the bronze. 
These are skills, physical, volunteering, 
and the expedition. The expedition is the 
final part of the award that you have to 
complete and is said to be the hardest 
but the most fun and memorable part. 
I have already gained the “skills” part 
of the award. To achieve this I had to 
research a country to find out information 
about its heritage and history, which also 
involved a trip to the museum to find 
out information from years and years 
ago.  This was very fun and interesting. 
I have also gained the “physical” part of 
the award. This involved creating a dance 
inspired by the country I chose. Through 
this I gained an additional award for 
Dance Leadership. Another part of the 
award was volunteering for 12 weeks, 
which is a great opportunity to work 
with the community and learn new skills 
applicable to the workplace. You get to 
choose where you want to volunteer, 
which is an excellent chance to sample 
it as a potential career choice. Attending 
the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme has 
been great fun and I cannot wait to start 
my silver award. The Duke of Edinburgh 
award looks great for CVs as it helps you 
gain key skills for the workplace and also 
shows an employer that you can make a 
commitment. It has helped me believe in 
myself and take on new challenges. The 
youth workers are friendly, caring and 
have given me loads of encouragement. 
They also help me with any classwork that 
I have been struggling with which has 
been very beneficial. The atmosphere in 
the classes is very relaxed and you never 
feel pressured to do anything out of your 
comfort zone. However, when I do take 
part in activities it is always a good laugh 
and constructive. I recommend everyone 
coming to the group. If you like learning 
new skills, making new friends and 
having a great laugh, I would encourage 
you to come along next term to get some 
more information.

Commonwealth Games Project
A group of 8 young students are all very excited to participate in the Commonwealth Games 
project in conjunction with Trust Housing association. AOur Active Schools Coordinator, Alan 
Reid, supported 8 of our new S2 pupils during the visits on 18th and 25th June. Watch this 
space for more updates from our own Sporting Champions at DCHS……

Duke of 
Edinburgh

S6 pupil Ludmilla Rocha received a commended 
prize for her artwork on the 4th June in a 
ceremony held at the National Galleries of 
Scotland. The entries were judged in three 
categories “Talent and creativity”, “Overcoming 
barriers” and “New directions”.

Ludmilla received 3rd Prize in the “Talent and 
creativity” category.

Art teachers in Edinburgh schools were invited 
to nominate pupils for the prestigious Paolozzi 
Prize for Art, which aims to find and celebrate 
aspiring young artists.

Nominations were judged by a panel of judges 
from the art community. Christopher Brewer 
(Principal of ECA), Richard Demarco (artist and 
curator) and Duncan Robertson (sculptor.)

Recognising talent
and creativity

After a lovely summer break adult education classes will start again on Monday 22nd September, 
2014 and you will be spoilt for choice. Our programme contains highly popular classes like Art 
Club, Calligraphy, Dressmaking, Introduction to Artists’ Bookbinding, Printmaking with a Press, 
Hatha and Iyengar Yoga and many more. New classes are:
• Crochet – Mixed Levels
• Drawing & Painting
• Dressmaking: Make a Jacket or Pair of Trousers with Perfect Fit & Finish
• Doll Making – Textile Art
• Hand Embroidery from Historical Sources – Elizabethan Raised Embroidery (Stump   
Work) & Gold Work
• Hand Embroidery – Jacobean Crewel, Silk Shading, Canvas and more
• Introduction to Mosaic Making Sewing Basics with Creative Craft Projects
• Latin for Beginners plus Culture & History
• Printmaking with a Press (day time)
• Tapas en Espanol / Tapas Cookery in Spanish
• Textile Trimmings & Tricks (Collars, Cuffs, Buttons)
• Walk with Confidence the Catwalk Way
• Zumba (on Tuesdays)

All our language classes – French, German, Italian and Spanish – are taught by native speakers in a 
fun way, and you now have the opportunity to learn cooking Tapas in Spanish. 
All our adult tutors teach in an enabling way, with you – the learner- at the centre in a very 
relaxed atmosphere, often with refreshment breaks. 
If a ten week course is too long for you, then why not try a weekend class on Saturday 15th 
November from 9.30 till 14.45 at the bargain price of either £20 or £10 (Concession)?
• Big Band Voices and Horns
• Bookbinding: Leather Journals with Decorative Sewings
• Casting Silver using Cuttlefish
• Crochet Christmas Ornaments
• Enamelling
• Experimental Printmaking
• Large scale Artwork from the Human Figure
• Revive & Revamp a Hat or Make a Fascinator
You can now enrol online for all our classes on www.joininedinburgh.org/drummondhigh from 
August 6th 2014 onwards. What are you waiting for?
Also watch out for our  Free Adult Education Workshop from 1st to 4th September from 10 am till 
1 pm offering Bookbinding, Hand Embroidery, Printmaking and Spanish as part of the Translating 
Cultures Project with 4 universities. The course will use words (in any language), photographs or 
personal objects as the starting point from which to develop a personal response to the themes of 
migration, movement and identity. The end product will be a unique handmade book.
For more information please contact 0131 556 2651 or see www.drummondhigh.com
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Drummond Crèche
Drummond Crèche is a small and friendly crèche and playgroup located in a purpose 
built playroom within Drummond Community High School and has the exclusive use of 
an attractive, enclosed outdoor area.

We aim to provide high quality and affordable childcare by highly qualified and 
motivated staff.  The Crèche is open to children aged 6 months to 6 years whose 
parents/carers wish to

• Attend an Adult Education class within the Community Education programme

• Attend a community based ESOL class provided by Edinburgh College

• Study in their own time

Whilst in our care either at crèche or playgroup the children are encouraged to engage 
in a variety of fun and stimulating activities which are appropriate to their age, such 
as role play, construction, arts and crafts, sand and water play.

The playgroup is open to children aged 2 years and over.  Playgroup sessions run 
Monday-Friday 09.00-11.30 and Monday-Thursday 12.30-15.00, term time only.  
There is a charge of £6.25 per 2.5 hour session and we ask for a minimum attendance 
of 2 sessions per week.

Visits to view the crèche/playgroup are welcome and can be arranged through the 
Crèche Manager.  For more information please contact the school on 0131 556 
2651 and ask to speak to the Crèche Manager.

We are fully registered with and regularly inspected by SCSWIS (Social Care and 
Social Work Improvement Scotland; Registration number CS2004078208)

Drummond Crèche is a small and friendly crèche and playgroup located in a purpose 
built playroom within Drummond Community High School and has the exclusive use of 

We aim to provide high quality and affordable childcare by highly qualified and 
motivated staff.  The Crèche is open to children aged 6 months to 6 years whose 

Whilst in our care either at crèche or playgroup the children are encouraged to engage 
in a variety of fun and stimulating activities which are appropriate to their age, such 

The playgroup is open to children aged 2 years and over.  Playgroup sessions run 
Monday-Friday 09.00-11.30 and Monday-Thursday 12.30-15.00, term time only.  

“Send all my friends to school!”
This term in RME students have been taking part in the Global Education 
campaign “Send all my friends to school”.  This annual campaign continues 
to remind politicians and world leaders of the Millennium Development Goals: 
eight goals designed to improve the lives of the world’s poorest people.  One 
of these goals is that every child should be able to receive a primary education 
by 2015.  Unfortunately 57 million children around the world still do not go to 
school – and 1 in 3 of these are children who have disabilities.

After investigating the reality of life for children with disabilities who do not 
attend school, and reflecting on the value our students place on their own 
education, classes designed paper buddies to represent some of the children 
who do not yet benefit from the right to education.  These have been given 
to our MP, Mark Lazarowicz, along with a letter from one of our S3 students, 
asking for him to show his support for the campaign by passing our message 
on to the Prime Minister.

East links Farm Suspended timetable Trip
As part of the suspended timetable in June , Health and Wellbeing organised a trip 
to East Links farm in Dunbar.

33 students had an absolute ball, petting the small animals and  feeding a variety of 
livestock- including Highland cows and llamas.

The farm also has an enormous fort, trampolines and  go-cart tracks – which all the 
students enjoyed playing on. Some of the staff were also seen to be having fun, as 
Mr Kelly won the ‘throw the horseshoe’ competition and we all enjoyed a trip on 
the train round the farm.

As ever the students were a credit to the school by acting responsibly throughout 
the day.

We welcomed back into school following the exam 
leave all of our new senior school on Wednesday 
4th June to participate in our annual Senior School 
Induction. For the 1st time ever we had close to 
200 young people participating as this year we 
included all S4 over and above the normal S5 and 
S6; to encompass a full ‘Senior Phase at Drummond 
Community High School’.

The 3 days to follow were action packed with 
various presentations and interactive sessions for 
our seniors to participate in. We invited back into 
school our business and community partners who 
supported us superbly throughout the whole event. 
PricewaterHouseCoopers ran the Friday morning 
with a very engaging ‘notebook’ Dragon’s Den 
activity before helping our young people with 
interview technique and CV and application forms. 

A highlight of the induction, as always was their 
Domino’s Pizza lunch followed by ‘My Adventure’ 
running a very large team building session down at 
Warriston. 

I cannot commend our seniors enough for their 
hard work, maturity and enthusiasm throughout 
the 3 days. They were all a credit to themselves and 
DCHS. A very enjoyable, action packed senior school 
induction that will prepare our young people very 
well for the year ahead!

Mrs Thomson 

Senior School 
Induction

Wed Aug 27

Wed October 29

Wed November 26

Wed Jan 28

Wed March 25

AGM Wed May 27

Parent Council Schedule
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Celebration of Languages 
and Cultures
Following last year’s very successful Celebration of 
Languages and Cultures event, we once again held 
a very special celebration on 28th March 2014.  
Community groups and organisations representing 
different nationalities, languages and cultures, 
from the local community as well as Drummond’s 
pupils and adult education students were invited to 
a feast of different cultures and foods from all over 
the world. The event was opened by piper Seoris 
Lewis, a former Drummond student,  and Highland 
Dancing  performed by Nicola Craig,  current pupil 
from Drummond. There were recitations in Bengali 
by the Thistle Shapla Group, toe tapping rhythms 
by Caleeri Buskers Ceilidh Group and all engrossing 
Flamenco performances by children and young people 
from Alba Flamenca as well as Drummond’s own adult 
education tutor Maria Morena and her musicians. The 
clapping and stomping of feet transported spectators 
from the grey skies outside into colourful Spain with 
beautiful dancing and singing. American Tribal style 
Bellydancers brought an exotic element of dance 
performance to the day.

There were information stalls on a number of 
languages taught as part of the adult education 
programme such as German and Spanish and these 

were supported and enhanced by their respective 
consulates

Organisations such as Edinburgh Racial Equality Council 
also contributed to the day. Drummond’s Parent 
Council and Kenya Group had stalls with information 
about their work. The Sudanese Community had a 
particularly colourful stall with musical instruments, 
food and items reflecting their country and culture.

Adult tutors teaching Chinese & Thai  Cookery, Ho Lai 
Choo Law and Lai Wah Shek and Spanish Tapas tutor 
Edu Perez had cookery demonstrations and prepared 
mouthwatering fingerfood and dishes.

Many of the participants had brought in dishes 
representing their country and cultures. The 
international buffet was delicious and very clearly a 
highlight of the event. A collection of recipes will be 
made into a cookery book in due course.

All in all it was an exciting event, attracting some 400 
participants, celebrating in harmony and enjoying 
each others’ company and contributions to the day. 
An event not to be missed and certainly to be repeated 
in 2015.

The event was organised by Community Education 
in partnership with the school’s Food Consumer & 
Technology Department, Drummond’s Librarian Annie 
Scanlon, the EAL Service and was supported by many 
other organisations.

Who are Al-Shabaab?
After the cancellation of our visit to Kenya many students and staff were asking 
about who was carrying out these terrorist attacks and why?. In this short article 
we will try to explain a very complicated situation.

Kenya shares a northern border with Somali which has had a civil war going on for 
the last two decades resulting in the deaths of between 350,000 and 1,000,000 
Somalis.  Al-Shabaab means ‘The Youth ‘ or ‘The Youngsters’ and they are a 
jihadist group who would like to see Sharia law imposed in Somalia and in rural 
areas along the border. They were part of the Council of Islamic Courts who took 
over parts of southern Somalia and were defeated by Government troops in 2006. 
Since then they have been waging a terrorist war against Somalia and latterly 
Kenya.

Kenya’s northern border and eastern coastline is long and over the past few years 
Al-Shabaab has been raiding farms, small towns and kidnapping local men and 
sometimes children. The Kenyan government has responded by trying to root Al-
Shabaab out of the northern territories and raiding what they believe to be Al-Shabaab strongholds in Somalia. Over the past year Al-Shabaab 
has responded by targeting the tourist industry on the eastern coast around Mombasa and the capital city Nairobi. The British Foreign Office 
has advised travellers to be careful in these areas but does not advise against travel to the rest of Kenya. 

Al-Shabaab is an organisation which recruits young dissatisfied men from around the world including some from Britain. In Kenya the 
government have initiated education programmes to try to counter this recruitment but high unemployment and poverty make these 
organisations very attractive. This is a long term problem for Kenya and a lot of other countries throughout the world. It is having a major 
impact on Kenya’s tourist industry which is its major foreign currency earner. It is also having devastating effect on its wildlife as Al-Shabaab 
have been accused of being responsible for the deaths of thousands of elephants every year for their ivory and for killing rangers hired to 
protect them.
Annie Scanlon
References supplied on application.

Orphans being cared for,
many of their mothers are killed for their ivory

Royal Highland Show
On Friday the 20th of June the FCT department headed off on their 
annual trip to the Royal Highland Show with 26 senior students who 
study Hospitality and Cake Craft. Students were given the opportunity 
to speak to local farmers and sample produce.

Top chefs including Nick Nairn and Lady Claire MacDonald took to 
the stage to highlight Scottish produce and their culinary skills. Staff 
and students thoroughly enjoyed the morning and are already looking 
forward to next year’s visit.

This year S1 went to Fordell Firs in 
Fife for camp. All of the activities 
were amazing, especially caving. 
The King swing, also known as 
the 3G, was the scariest. We 
had so much fun we didn’t even 
realise it was raining. Not a dry 
sock left in camp! Overall we had 
a brilliant experience.

By Neva and Angel.

S1 Camp
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For this issue of the Newsletter we had hoped to have lots 
of exciting photographs and information about Drummond 
Community High School’s visit to their partner schools 
Muthambi Boys and Girls in Kenya. Unfortunately, two 
weeks before departure, permission to travel was withdrawn. 
Drummond, along with Currie and Portobello High School, 
were all planning to make visits last June.

In a letter to parents, Andy Gray, Head of Schools and 
Community Services said ‘ I regret to inform you that the 
proposed school trip to Kenya is no longer able to go ahead 
given the significant risks posed to pupils and staff with regard 
to the recent disruption in Kenya.’

Drummond and Muthambi have a strong link which has 
developed over the past 8 years with regular exchange 
visits. These visits are one of the most important parts of 
the 5 point agreement between the schools. Despite our 
modern technology, face to face interaction between staff 
and students leads to a better understanding of culture 
and environment, exchange of ideas and planning for joint 
projects. It is also a huge challenge to students, fundraising, 
researching and planning the visits, with the added benefit of 
being a confidence builder as they approach adulthood. 

S6 student Yasmine Lefkaier hit the nail on the head when 
she said ‘but what about the 1,000 Kenyan students that are 
waiting to meet us?’ She was correct, although we were all 
disappointed the Kenyan students were all looking forward to 
our visit and at this difficult time they need all support we can 
give. 

With this in mind we put together a new programme to 
enhance or partnership. Ten tutor classes have ‘adopted’ 
a Kenya boy (we hope to add girls later) and are writing to 
them. We hope they will share the letters with their classes 

and will 
exchange 
information on 
school, sport, interests and ideas.

In National  4 Environmental Science we have started a Tree 
project looking at the trees in our local environment, their uses 
and impact. We will swop this information with our partner 
schools who take part in a Kenyan national scheme to make 
schools self-sufficient in wood for cooking.

The senior Kenya Group will continue to work on Wednesday 
afternoons. They are attending a Global Schools Conference 
organised by the Vine Trust in September. This is an annual 
event with a different theme each year. It brings together 
students from all over Scotland to discuss major global issues. 
This year it will highlight world killers, HIV/Aids, Malaria and 
TB. Students will be working with our partners at Muthambi 
to create an educational programme for both schools, 
pressuring governments into taking action and fundraising for 
charities working to combat these diseases.

We hope that these activities will sustain the partnership 
and that we will be able to resume our exchange visits in the 
future.

At Drummond we are unique in the support we receive for 
our partnership from the local community and the adult 
students and our local newspaper The Spurtle.  

Annie Scanlon

Librarian/ Co-ordinator Drummond Muthambi Educational 
Partnership

For more details about the partnership or if you would like to 
become involved please email: admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk 
or Tel: 0131 556 2651

Waiting to Meet Us

information on 
school, sport, interests and ideas.

Muthambi girls say Hi

Giberi in the dining room

Artwork disguises the water tanks

The Dungeons & Royal Mile Scavenger Hunt
The suspended timetable provided the perfect opportunity for a small group of students to explore Edinburgh’s favourite tourist spots and 
practise their photographic and scavenging skills.  After learning about the more gruesome side of Edinburgh’s history at The Dungeons, 
students set off to find, collect and photograph the weird, obscure and possibly non-existent (are there ANY orange cars in Edinburgh??).  We 
had a wonderful day – perfect weather, perfect students, amazing fun …. and everything crossed off our lists …. except for an orange car. 

Mrs Woods and Mrs Nisbet
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Jass: - First Year Master Class Modern 
Languages

Jass stands for Junior Award Scheme Scotland and it 
gives pupils in S1 a chance to try new things. In one of 
the sections we investigate our interests. We were able to 
present our interests through using Ipads.  We found new 
apps and taught each other how to use them. Most people 
enjoyed blogging and using new apps the most, as we used 
our Ipads to show each other our interest and we got to 
personalise it.
Written by- Angela Douglas, Neva Houston and Siobahn 
Bourhill S1

This year, as a reward for their 
hard work over the session, 
S2 and S3 Modern Languages 
pupils had the option of taking 
part in German and French 
breakfasts.

Pupils got to sample typical 
foods such as croissants, pain 
au chocolat, brioche, French 
cheeses, German salami and 
sausage.

We hope to do this on a 
regular basis at the end of 
each term. Bon appétit! Guten 
Appetit!

HWB 
Primary 
Transition
In advance of June 
Transition days the Health 
and Wellbeing Faculty have 
welcomed P7 students to 
the school on Wednesday  
afternoons. Events have 
included two cookery 
sessions in FCT and two fitness sessions in PE. These visits have enabled 
the students to become familiar with the school and staff in advance 
of their three day visit. We look forward to welcoming the students 
back in August.

and Wellbeing Faculty have 

In June, a group of 34 students from S1 to S6 took a week out 
of school to take part in a trip to Spain. This great opportunity 
was based in the Costa Brava region of Spain, in a town called 
L’Escala. 

 Hosted by Equity Tours, (a well-known centre of children’s 
adventure trips and outdoor experiences), this trip included a 
range of exciting activities such as kayaking, sailing, mountain 
biking, windsurfing, snorkelling, and many more! Students were 
treated to fantastic weather on the beaches of the Mediterranean 
and a day out at a local water park. This was a great experience 
for all students to enjoy and remember!

Watersports

The students were enthusiastic and polite throughout 
the trip and bonded with all staff and instructors. The 
students’ behaviour was fantastic and they dived into new 
activities with energy, determined to engage with these 
new challenges. The fantastic weather allowed students to 
experience evening activities such as beach games, mini golf, 
tapas, sports night, BBQ and a brilliant Disco night where 
some of the dancing was certainly a spectacle to remember!

The group was treated to a day out at a Water park where 
they had unlimited access to over 20 rides and pools including 
a free fall from a capsule! This brilliant day was topped off 
with a fantastic BBQ and the opening to the World Cup. The 
PE department built strong relationships with every student 
and had so much fun a return trip is in the pipelines!
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Mansfield Traquair Project
Last September Drummond Adult Education Programme and the Mansfield Traquair 
Centre (MTC) started working together in an exciting project. MTC is not only well-
known for the amazing murals painted by Scotland’s leading Arts & Crafts artist Phoebe 
Anna Traquair and its beautiful stained glass windows but also for the saving and 
restoration of this special building through local community activists.

Together with the Trustees and the Friends of the MTC a programme was put together 
featuring talks by experts involved about the architecture, the story of the Catholic 
Apostolic Church, the artist Phoebe Anna Traquair, the restoration of the murals, the 
saving of the building and its use today.  This series of talks was accompanied by visits to 
the beautiful centre with guided tours by the Friends of MTC. 

Inspired by this fantastic programme, project participants and adult education students 
at Drummond had the opportunity to produce art work in 3 one-off workshops: 
Drawing, Printing and Painting;  Enamelling;  and Bookmaking, Printing and Feltmaking. 
Furthermore, adult students could develop artwork on the theme in Silver Jewellery 
Making, Embroidery and Tapestry Weaving.

On 11th May 2014 artwork produced was exhibited as part of the regular MTC Open Day 
and received great interest with over 300 visitors coming along. The quality of the art 
work was of high calibre, the setting could not have been more beautiful and the project 
was seen by all as a great success. 

Recently, all S1 students explored the language 
techniques (Rhetorical devices) that advertising 
companies use to persuade people to buy their 
products.  Our challenge was then to persuade a 
group of judges that our advert, pitch and poster 
would successfully encourage people to send their 
child to this wonderful school.

Making the whole advertisement was a challenge, 
but in a timespan of two weeks, our group (Swapnil, 
Mhairi, Maha, and Denzel) managed to produce and 
present a piece of work that blew everybody’s mind 
away!  With our use of three-part lists, emotive 
language, repetition and bandwagon we were 
successful and were awarded the overall winners 
in all of S1. This award was also given because we 
showed positive use of our ipads which had been 

given to us by the school for academic purposes.  
Not just that though as we had created an 
advertisement on our ipads to promote Drummond 
and included a variety of digital techniques to 
support it. These techniques were adding photos 
into the ad to show the benefits of Drummond , 
interviewing past students of DCHS, and putting 
the whole advertisement together in a way that the 
audience could enjoy whilst also understanding  the 
benefits of attending this school.

 The whole process of making the presentation was 
extremely fun. We worked as a team, organised 
our time and were able to present our work in a 
confident manner. 

Swapnil, Mhairi, Maha and Denzel
S1

Promoting Drummond
Senior RMPS students 
pictured making mandalas 
from coloured sand.  
Buddhist mandalas can 
take days to construct, 
and are then destroyed 
– this represents the 
impermanence of all things.

Mandala

Dear Parent/Guardian,

At Drummond Community High school, we run a Sports membership Club for 
all our pupils. The Sports Club is run by Active Schools in partnership with the PE 
Department. Please see the initial timetable of clubs available here. This will vary 
throughout the year, based on pupil choices & opportunities available, so there 
should be something for everyone to get involved and be active! 

There is a membership fee of £25 for the year to join the Drummond Sports Club. 
This enables your child to participate in after school clubs, teams and festivals 
for their age category throughout the year.  Our sports club is GREAT Value for 
Money. The membership fee helps us with equipment, coaching, transport & 
facility costs (when needed). Please note that this fee is non-refundable.  If there 
are any issues paying for this membership fee, please contact myself at the e mail 
address below and we can come to an arrangement.

Activities are run on the basis that there are enough attendees for us to cover the 
coaching costs. If the attendance numbers are too low activities may be cancelled.  
Once they join they can start attending as many after school clubs as they would 
like throughout the whole school year. 

Please note that we require a membership form / EE2 for each child. Without an 
EE2 Form your child will not be allowed to attend any of the activities that may 
have fixtures, events or festivals out of school attached to them, e.g. Football & 
Basketball Fixtures. EE2 forms can be sought from the front office or from myself, 
the Active schools co-ordinator and returned into the School Office with their £25 
Membership fee as soon as possible. Remember if your child attends 1 club, once 
a week for the whole year it works out at less than £1 a session. Note - Children 
can attend as many clubs as they like each week, for the whole school year.

At Drummond we take pride in promoting Health & Wellbeing tthrough activities 
that take place during school and after school.  We encourage every pupil to 
become a sports club member, and do at least one after school activity per term.  

Pupils can take part in activities for recreation & fun, but we also offer them the 
chance to compete against other schools.  Some of our activities are linked to 
our House Competitions & we are also involved in leagues & events with our 
neighbouring High Schools, which allow pupils to play against other pupils from 
these schools and develop skills such as team work and confidence whilst also 
keeping active! 

Please encourage your child to get involved. Should you require any more 
information or have any questions about the Drummond Sports Club, please 
contact me on the details below.

Alan Reid - Active Schools Co-ordinator
Drummond Community High School & Cluster Primaries
Alan.reid@ea.edin.sch.uk   07799 861 494

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Multisport 

S1 – S6 
 
 
 

 YA’s 
12.42pm – 1:22pm 

Games Hall 

Multisport 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 

YA’s 
12.42pm – 1:22pm 

Games Hall 

Multisport 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 

YA’s 
1.12pm-1.52pm 

Games Hall 

Multisport 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 

YA’s 
12.42pm – 1:22pm 

Games Hall 

 

Fitness Suite Sessions 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 

  Drop – in 
12.42pm – 1:22pm 

Fitness Suite 

Fitness Suite Sessions 
S1 – S6 

 
 

 
Drop – in 

12.42pm – 1:22pm 
Fitness Suite 

Fitness Suite Sessions 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 

  Drop – in 
1.12-1.52pm 

Fitness Suite 

Fitness Suite Sessions 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 

  Drop – in 
12.42pm – 1:22pm 

 
Fitness Suite 

 

Afterschool Afterschool Afterschool Afterschool Afterschool 
Senior Basketball 

S4 - S6 
 
 
 
 

Coach Reid 
3:30pm – 4:30pm 

Games Hall 

Boys Football 
S1 – S2 

 
 
 
 

Coach Douglas (YA) & Mr Millington 
3:30pm – 4.30pm 

Astro 

Junior Basketball 
S1 – S3 

 
 
 
 

Coach Vardy 
4pm – 5pm 
Games Hall 

Futsal 
S1 – S6  

 
 
 
 

Coach Reynolds (YA) 
3:30pm – 4.30pm 

Games Hall 

Girls Football 
S1 – S4 

 
 
 
 

Coach Johnston (SL) 
1pm – 2pm 
Games Hall 

Multisport  
S1 – S3 

 
 
 
 

Coach Smith (YA) 
3:30pm – 4.30pm 

Dance Studio 

Dance Division 
S1 – S6 

 
 
 
 

Cat Perry 
3:30pm – 4:30pm 

Dance Studio 

 Kellyball 
S1 – S3 

 
 
 
 

YA’s 
3:30pm – 4.30pm 

Dance Studio 

 

Term 1 2014/15 



   

   

A great night was had by all at the S6 Prom on Friday, 6th June. The pupils, as always, had made 
a huge effort and looked stunning in their beautiful dresses and suits. I think the hairdressers and 
beauty salons would have had a very busy day!

The evening went without a hitch and I’m sure I wasn’t the only teacher there with a wee tear 
in her eye as I watched them let their hair down and enjoy coming to the end of their school 
career.

On behalf of all the staff and pupils at Drummond I would like to wish them all the very best for 
the future. They have been a fabulous year group to work with and we’ll miss them all.

“The world is round and the place which may seem like the end may also be the beginning.” 
~Ivy Baker Priest

S Gibson 
Depute Head Teacher (Senior Phase)
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Pop Paolozzi!

To encourage positive attendance all pupils with 100% 
attendance go into a monthly prize draw. This is sponsored by 
the Parent Council who have kindly donated £15 gift vouchers.

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 TOTAL

Balerno CHS 96.5% 95.0% 94.4% 95.2% 95.8% 96.2% 95.5%

Boroughmuir 96.8% 96.7% 94.5% 96.0% 96.8% 95.4% 96.2%

Broughton 93.4% 91.3% 88.2% 87.4% 91.0% 95.4% 90.8%

Castlebrae CHS 91.2% 91.2% 86.0% 88.4% 89.4% 86.7% 88.6%

Craigmount 95.8% 94.5% 94.0% 90.3% 94.1% 94.6% 93.8%

Craigroyston CHS 92.0% 89.3% 83.9% 89.0% 94.0% 92.6% 89.5%

Currie CHS 95.7% 95.9% 94.0% 94.6% 93.9% 94.8% 94.8%

Drummond CHS 94.3% 92.9% 92.4% 92.6% 96.3% 95.1% 93.7%

Firrhill 96.5% 95.0% 94.3% 94.6% 94.9% 94.7% 95.0%

Forrester 94.1% 91.5% 89.7% 90.3% 90.7% 94.9% 91.5%

Gracemount 92.0% 90.4% 91.3% 88.4% 93.9% 93.5% 91.2%

Holy Rood RC 93.6% 92.1% 88.1% 90.9% 93.5% 92.8% 91.7%

James Gillespie’s 95.1% 93.9% 92.5% 92.8% 95.4% 95.4% 94.1%

Leith Academy CHS 93.5% 90.8% 91.0% 90.4% 92.5% 92.0% 91.7%

Liberton 91.7% 89.4% 89.4% 90.4% 94.3% 92.8% 91.1%

Portobello 93.3% 90.9% 90.6% 90.9% 92.0% 91.1% 91.5%

Queensferry CHS 95.6% 95.9% 93.9% 94.7% 95.7% 95.3% 95.2%

St Augustine’s RC 93.3% 90.7% 88.9% 92.5% 93.0% 93.9% 91.9%

St Thomas of Aquin’s RC 93.3% 93.0% 94.3% 93.3% 92.3% 93.2% 93.2%

The Royal High 96.0% 95.9% 95.1% 94.6% 95.1% 93.3% 95.1%

Trinity Academy 94.6% 93.9% 90.8% 90.5% 93.2% 94.8% 92.9%

Tynecastle High 92.7% 92.3% 92.2% 90.1% 91.9% 93.1% 91.9%

Wester Hailes Education Centre 93.2% 91.6% 90.1% 91.2% 94.4% 95.6% 92.4%

Secondary Schools 94.4% 93.1% 91.7% 92.0% 93.9% 94.2% 93.1%

S1-S6 Secondary School
Attendance w/e 13.6.14

The Art Department - Working in Partnership
S1 have been working 
on a very exciting project 
involving a range of 
partners from the business, 
art and academic world. 

The project began with S1 
students developing their 
research skills to find out 
about local, internationally renowned artist Eduardo Paolozzi. He 
was a great collector and was inspired by everything from circuit 
boards and mechanical objects to the colours of sweets (from his 
parents’ sweet shop on Albert Street.) Over a series of lessons 
our pupils studied what inspired him and produced their own 
paintings, drawings, information booklets and I-pad sketches. 
A researcher from Queen Margaret University will be writing an 
academic paper on our research methodology.

Eight S1 students were then selected to spend a day at Edinburgh 
Printmakers Workshop. Working with artists Leena and Gregor 
they had an amazing day learning how to screenprint. Their 
outstanding prints were exhibited at St.Andrews University in May 
and will soon be permanently on display at the SNIPEF (Scottish 
and Northern Ireland Plumbing Employers’ Federation) offices. 
SNIPEF generously funded the workshop and framing of their 
prints.

As part of an ongoing project entitled “Translating languages and 
cultures”  St.Andrews University funded a trip for our 8 selected 
artists to see their work on display at the University. The worked 
looked so professional and the university professors were amazed 
that the prints had been done by such young artists! The S1 
students spoke with confidence about their work to University 
staff and visitors and were a huge credit to the school. Students  
attended a final opening of their work at the SNIPEF offices on 
the 18th of June where their prints will be displayed permanently.

Drummond Art Department would like to thank the following 
partners for their generosity and support. SNIPEF, St.Andrews 
University, Queen Margaret University and Edinburgh Printmakers 
Workshop.

A Fond Farewell to Our S6




