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DRUMMOND
Community High School Newsletter

November 2010 Issue 2

Welcome to our second Drummond Community High
School newsletter, which captures some of the stories
and news from our school community.

We ended last session on a very positive note with our Celebration
or Achievement and Prize Giving ceremony. Jamie Andrew, the
mountaineer, gave a truly inspirational speech which focussed on
over coming challenges. Pupils, staff and parents were very inspired.

We have started our new session on a very positive note. Despite
the changes in staff over last year Drummond pupils achieved good
SQA exam results.

Our new S1 have also made an excellent start. They are motivated
and are truly embracing the new S1 curriculum. As well as
welcoming our new students we also welcomed a number of new
staff:

JonnyAdair Brown joined us as Senior Depute HeadTeacher. Cian
O'Doherty joined us from Castlebrae as PrincipalTeacher of CDT
and our teaching staff was also enhanced by Niki Munro, ASL
Teacher and Helen Packwood, Geography Teacher. Our

probationer teachers for this year are; Euan Cockburn (CDT),
Michael O'Donnell (English),Helen Haxby (Maths),Darren Smith
(PE) and David Reid (Physics).

We are delighted to have attracted staff of such a high calibre and
are looking forward to the contributions they will make to our
school.

Despite budget cut backs we are looking forward to an innovative
and creative year and already there are many developments
underway, all designed to further strengthen the school and provide
a first class experience for all of our pupils.

I would like to thank all parents for their support since I took up
post at the end of March. Details of past, present and future
developments are available on our website.

As usual please do not hesitate to contact me or any member of our
Senior Management team - Jonny Adair-Brown, Elspeth McLean
and Hazel Kinnear if we can help in any way.

My own parent surgery is every Tuesday from 6pm - 8pm. Please
pop in for an informal chat.

Welcome From the Headteacher
NEW SESSION STARTS
ON A POSITIVE NOTE

RME classes visit local church

In October, S1 RME students enjoyed a visit to
Broughton St.Mary’s Parish church.

The visit began with an interesting talk from minister Joanne
Hood,who explained the role played in church services by items
such as the communion table and font, demonstrated the
liturgical stoles on a volunteer, and also discussed the important
part the church plays in the local Broughton community.

After this students explored the building and discovered the
church organ and climbed into the highest pulpit in Edinburgh.

Developing an understanding of Scotland’s religious diversity
and the contribution of Christian beliefs to the development of
Scotland are two important aspects of learning under the
Curriculum for Excellence.

Norma Prentice
HeadTeacher
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Jamie Andrews
On June 15th 2010 proud family and
friends assembled in the concourse to
watch approx 100 pupils receive
recognition of their achievement
during the school year 2009-2010.We
were pleased to welcome Jamie
Andrews - a successful mountaineer
who lost limbs in a climbing accident,
who inspired us all with his ability to
overcome daily challenges and entertain us with many
humourous antecdotes.

Well done to everyone!

Fast Forward
Following on from the success of the health drop – in
for pupils at Drummond last year we have once again
managed to secure the services of Fast Forward to
offer more sessions. Fast Forward are a national
voluntary organisation based in Edinburgh and they
promote health and well-being, through education by,
with and for young people. The coming drop-in
sessions will be happening on the following dates
:November 4th,November 18th,December 2nd and
December 16th. Pupils will be able to access advice
about many health issues and we hope that pupils will
influence the topics raised as well.

Talking pictures

A workshop and gallery visit for parents and carers.

In September 2010 a group of parents and learning assistants took part in
a workshop and trip to the Gallery of Modern Art.Working with Art
teacher, Philippa Drummond, they discovered different approaches for
looking at and talking about art.Visiting the gallery the following week
gave everyone the opportunity to discuss both traditional and
contemporary works of Art in a relaxed and fun environment.

Parents commented that “the main thing that I will take from the course
were the tips on how to look at art and I will pass these on to my
child”….“We have already put a date in the diary to go for a gallery visit”

Look out for the opportunity to participate in another Talking Pictures
workshop in the summer term!

Bags of Style!
The ‘unmissible’ handbag event.

exhibition of vintage handbags
demonstration of handbag making

sale of ‘unloved’ handbags (donations welcome)
fun ‘handbag’ competitions

and raffle Fairtrade Safari Café.

Main Concourse, Drummond Community High School 41
Bellevue Place, Edinburgh, EH6 7JH

Thursday 18th November, 6 – 8.30pm
Tickets: £2.00, available on the door.

Appeal
We are looking for donations of unwanted handbags,

shopping bags, ‘man bags’, toiletry bags and purses. If you
can help please hand them in to the school office or contact

Annie Scanlon.

For more information Tel: 0131 556 2651 or
Email: admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk

In aid of the Drummond – Kenya Educational Partnership.
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TheTimes Spelling Bee regional heats took place in Falkirk
on Monday 15th March and the DCHS team was buzzing.
Sulaiman Sarwar, Finlay Allan, EvieWalters and Nishat
Mohammad came first, beating other Edinburgh high schools
including Craigmount and Firhill.They finished with a total of
54 points, 14 points ahead of the 2nd placed team.

They did exceptionally well and we’re all very proud of
them. Some of the words they spelt accurately were: pluralism,
inoculate, ministerial, ecosystem, desperate and graffiti.
Sulaiman was the ‘last man standing’ in the competition during
the ‘knock-out’ round.This meant that he spelt every word

correctly until he was given
‘portmanteau’.

On Monday 17th May it was time to set
off to Middlesbrough for the semi-finals.
Over 1000 schools had entered the
competition and the team had
successfully made it down to the last 100 schools.The standard
was very high indeed and the DCHS team did very well,
coming fourth out of 9 teams.The students thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and are disappointed that next year they’ll be
too old to take part.

Spelling Bees Buzzzzing
Around Drummond!

Drummond - Kenya Partnership
Fundraising Activities
To support our education, cultural and social partnership with
Muthambi Boys and Girls schools in Kenya we need to raise
£15,000 this year to bring some of the students and staff over
from Kenya to Drummond in June 2011.

The Fairtrade Safari Cafe
Our group is very busy running our Fairtrade Safari Cafe,
which not only gives staff a ‘treat’ every Friday morning but has
now branched out into the community.They recently catered
for the Edinburgh Youth Jazz Band at their concert in
Broughton St. Mary’s Church and also at the Artists Open
StudioWeekend atWASPS in Stockbridge.

If you have an event where you would like excellent coffee and
other Fairtrade products please contact us (details below).

‘Bags of Style’
Handbag addiction is a serious complaint and effects 99.9% of
women (and some men). It is no use trying to fight this
addiction but the devastating financial effects can be alleviated
by attending

'Bags of Style'

Thurs 19th November 2010, Drummond Community High
School.

A fun evening for handbag lovers including an exhibition of
vintage handbags, demonstration of handbag making, sale of
‘nearly new’ handbags, manbags, purses, shopping bags and
toiletry bags, plus the Fairtrade Safari Cafe.

To make space for your purchases we are now appealing for
donations of 'unloved' bags. Please see contact below or hand
them in to the school office.

Help in Kind
Apart from our fundraising we are also looking for any ‘help in
kind’ that the local community can give our Kenyan visitors.We
are looking for help with and ideas for accommodation, meals
in the evening, trips and visits to local attractions and
entertainment in the community. If you can help in any way or
you have any ideas please contact

Annie Scanlon.
Kenya Partnership
Drummond Community High School
Tel: 0131 556 2651
Email: admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk

More information on our website at:
www.drummond.edin.sch.uk

The S4 Prince's Trust XL club at Drummond Community High
School was the only XL club in Edinburgh to be invited to the
Prince's Trust annual awards ceremony that was held at
Prestonfield House Hotel onTuesday November 9th. The pupils
had been asked to attend after the regional coordinator for
Edinburgh, Lothians and the Borders visited the school recently
and was impressed by the community projects the pupils were
undertaking and planning to undertake. On the night Sean
Hanglin, Darren McElhone, Rebecca Fair and Connor Speedie
represented the school and club. Their stall that showcased the
community work they were involved in attracted many visitors

and they handled a variety of questions and queries. People
came away impressed by what our pupils said and by what they
were doing. Overall,
it was a great night.
A special mention
needs to be made for
club member
Hannah Armstrong
who couldn't attend
on the night but who
helped prepare the
materials for the
occasion.

Prince's Trust XL club
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‘Safari’ is the Kizwahli word for journey so if you go on safari
to see your Granny in Kenya it doesn’t mean that she lives
with the lions and zebra!This was only one of the words that
8 S6 students and 3 staff from Drummond Community High
School had to relearn on their visit to their partner schools
Muthambi Boys and Girls this summer.

The trip far exceeded our expectations both educationally and
socially and it would not be exaggerating to say that it has
changed the lives of students and staff in all three schools.

After a long flight we arrived tired but happy in Nairobi.The
minute you step of the plane everything is different, the heat,
the smell, the buildings, the people and you know you’re in
Africa.We embarked on a very full programme for our ten
day visit which was a combination of working and meeting
with the Kenyan students and learning a bit about the life of
ordinary Kenyans and the experience was far more fun than
the usual ‘Safari’ holiday.

We took part in lots of projects, but here are just a few
highlights.

In Muthambi Boys school we converted a motley collection
of damp and ancient old books on rickety shelves into the
foundations of a school library With 8 boys working as
volunteer Librarians we cleared shelves and set up some of the
new and exciting books that we had managed to take out with

Drummond Go
us (packing only 2 pairs of knickers and 3 socks = more space
for resources!).The Library will now open for the boys in the
evenings and we hope to send out more books in the future.

In the Girls school we taught lessons on Scottish poetry and
did cookery demonstrations introducing the girls to
shortbread, it was difficult to record their comments as their
mouths were so full! We also took part in sports and games,
music, tribal dancing and question and answer session on every
topic under the sun, plus we made a short film on the life of
a Muthambi schoolgirl.

When we weren’t in school we were out experiencing Kenyan
life guided by Muthambi staff and students. We visited a
crocodile farm and handled ‘teenage’ crocs (yes they do have
big teeth!), picked tea and processed it at a Fairtrade tea factory,
were entertained by a smallholder farmer and his family, visited
a government sericulture research farm along with local
primary and secondary schools.The highlight was our ‘safari’
to a game conservancy project where we saw 4 out of the ‘big
5’ must see animals.

What next?
Our S6 have left for work, college and university but inspired
by their experiences they would like Drummond students to
have the wonderful opportunity of a return visit by our
Kenyan friends.Apart from strengthening our curricular links
we are hoping to raise £15,000 to bring 8 students and 2 staff
over to Drummond in June 2011.Our ex-S6 will be working
alongside our new group of students and will be running
fundraising activities throughout the year.We are looking for
help with ideas for raising money, grant opportunities and
hospitality for the return visit.

If you have any ideas or would like to help out please contact
Annie Scanlon onTel: 556 2651, at
admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk or pop into the school
sometime for a chat.

We would like to
thank the Spurtle
and its readers for
their support, parents
and adult students at
DCHS plus the John
Watson Trust and
Leith Links
C o m m u n i t y
Council for their
generous grants.

Annie Scanlon
L ib ra r i an/Kenya
Partnership

Volunteer librarians at the new Muthambi Boys
Muthambi boys open the new library.
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oes On Safari

Sean picks Fairtrade tea

Visiting a farmer and his family.School library
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Last month Spanish students from Barcelona visited
Drummond Community High School.They visited some
S4 German classes, to help with their English.

They interviewed the S4 students about their lives and what
they thought of their school and Scotland.The S4 students also
asked them about their lifestyle in Barcelona.The experience
showed all the students involved first hand experience of
different cultures and lifestyles other people have.All the S4
students enjoyed the experience a lot.

Barcelona Visit
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Leith Walk
Workshops

OnWednesday 22 September Drummond hosted a business
event for P7 pupils from LeithWalk,Abbeyhill, Broughton and
Prospect Bank.The event was co-coordinated by the Scottish
Business in the Community charity.Approximately 120 pupils
attended the event and took part in workshops delivered by
various local businesses including John Lewis,Hotel duVin,The
Scottish Seabird Centre, Festival & Kings Theatre and
EdinburghTrams. Eleven businesses attended in total.

S2 pupils from Drummond accompanied the P7 visitors to the
workshops and really enjoyed themselves.

““TTooddaayy  wwaass  ggoooodd  bbeeccaauussee  wwee  wweerree  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrss  ooff
ssoommee  PP77’’ss  ffrroomm  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sscchhoooollss..    II  tthhoouugghhtt  iitt  wwaass
ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  bboorriinngg  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  rreeaallllyy  iinntteerreessttiinngg..  WWee
wweenntt  rroouunndd  wwoorrkksshhooppss  tthhaatt  wweerree  tteelllliinngg  uuss  aabboouutt
ccaarreeeerrss..    IItt  mmaaddee  mmee  tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  jjoobbss  tthhaatt  II  hhaavvee

nnoott  tthhoouugghhtt  aabboouutt  bbeeffoorree””..

Our S2 pupils found the P7 visitors to be…

““wweellll  bbeehhaavveedd,,  mmaattuurree  aanndd  rreessppeeccttffuull  ttoo  tthhee
tteeaacchheerrss..    TThheeyy  hhaadd  bbrriigghhtt  iiddeeaass  aanndd  tthheeyy  aallssoo
ttooookk  iinn  aa  lloott  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  wwoorrkk””..

P7 teachers also attended the event and would recommend it to
other schools.  The feedback from the P7 pupils was very
exciting and I believe this final quote says it all…

““AAllll  PP77ss  iinn  eevveerryy  sscchhooooll  sshhoouulldd  ggeett  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ttoo
ddoo  tthhiiss..    II  ddiiddnn’’tt  hhaavvee  aa  cclluuee  wwhhaatt  II’’dd  lliikkee  ttoo  ddoo
wwhheenn  II  lleeaavvee  sscchhooooll  bbuutt  nnooww  II  hhaavvee  ssoommee  ggoooodd
iiddeeaass..    TThheerree  aarree  ssoo  mmaannyy  jjoobbss  ttoo  cchhoooossee  ffrroomm””..

Drummond’s Young Ambassadors 2010-11
The Young Ambassadors programme is led by Edinburgh Leisure,
supported by the City of Edinburgh Council- Active Schools and
sponsored by Adidas.  

The Adistar Young Ambassadors for Sports programme aims to
support and develop young people as champions for sport and
physical activity, to enable them to inspire young people within
schools and local communities to get active and lead a healthy
lifestyle.

Our Young Ambassadors were nominated by staff, and completed
an application and interview process to be selected.  I am
delighted to introduce to you Drummond’s Young Ambassadors
for 2010-11, Ryan Ma (S6) & Kelly Lockhart (S5).

Ryan & Kelly will be working closely with Active Schools & the
PE Department to support promotion of the Sports Club, plan
sporting events and inter house competitions within Drummond,
and also volunteering within the Cluster Primary Schools,
coaching and inspiring Drummond’s students of the future.

Ryan Ma
Ryan is a keen footballer and all round sportsman; he
currently plays for Edinburgh City under 19’s.  Ryan
is a Buddy for the younger students and hopes to
promote the importance of sport through helping
them make friends and settle in at Drummond.
Ryan describes himself in 3 words as; Sporty, Artistic, Determined!

Kelly Lockhart
Kelly is a keen footballer, and currently plays for
Spartans under 15’s.  Kelly is enthusiastic about sport
and keen to promote the importance of sport to
other girls and be a positive role model for students
at Drummond and in our Cluster Primaries.  Kelly
describes herself in 3 words as; Enthusiastic, Friendly, Bubbly!

Look out for the progress of our Young Ambassadors this year.  All
at Drummond wish them Luck with this new role!

Nicola Barclay - Active Schools Co-ordinator

XMAS
EXTRAVAGANZA !!!!
Our Parent Council are organising an exciting
Christmas event, both as a fun, social event, and also
to raise funds.
- Tables for rent so you can have a
clear out and make some extra cash
for Xmas!

- Demonstrations - Taster Sessions�
from Pupil and Adult Education
Groups

- cookery, crafts, dancing &much more!
- Local arts & crafts; a chance to buy a
unique Xmas present

- Teas, coffees & home baking
- Gluhwein, mince pies &Xmas Carols
- Tombola & Raffle
Lots more is planned so watch out for more details &
be sure to put the date in your diary. 
Finally, without ending on a down note, we must
realise that all schools are suffering the effects of
ongoing Council Budget cuts. 
None of us want our children & the excellent
education, experiences & opportunities they receive
at Drummond to suffer, so please help us out if you
can by volounteering your time and ideas. 
Why not bring a friend and come along to our next
meeting on Tuesday 23rd November at 6.30pm
We would love to see you and for you to help us to
make this event a success!
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Drummond Community High School 
 

 

Christmas  
Extravaganza 
Saturday 27th November   10am 2pm 

Craft Fair come and buy some unique and hand 
made gifts for Christmas. 
 
Indoor Table Sale all the benefits of a car boot 
sale without the weather, visit our table sale and 
pick up a bargain. 
 
Pampering fancy trying out a Complimentary 
therapy? Come and have a taster session to see if 
it is for you. 
 
And on top of all this we will have the usual crowd 
pleasers Bake sale, Mulled Wine, Warm food,  
Raffle, Tombola etc. 
 

 Please come and support the fund raising  
efforts to help your local community school 

DCHS Activities
WAO
This is the second year of the Actvities WAO in
DCHS. Senior students will be planning,
organising and delivering various activities for
residents in two older persons’ care homes in
Edinburgh. The following events are being
organised for 2010:

Scottish Extravanganza
6/10/10  Porthaven Care Home
13/10/10 Marionville Care Home

Halloween Party
27/10/10  Porthaven Care Home
3/11/10 Marionville Care Home

Keep Fit
24/11/10  Porthaven Care Home
1/12/10 Marionville Care Home

Christmas Party
8/12/10 Porthaven Care Home
15/10/10 Marionville Care Home

The students are currently raising money to fund
these events.  So far the group has raised:
Baking sale: £70.49
Dress Down Day  £326.50

The seniors were also involved be bag packing in
the Iceland store at Jock’s Lodge on Friday 1st
October and sponsored leg waxing for male
students and teachers.  

The group will be planning activities in 2011, so
watch this space.

The Activites WAO Group
Amna Shafqat, Josh Duffy, Erin Quinn, Nikki
Mason,  Alice Conacher, Natasha Morris, Khaleeq
Ahmad, Victoria Marshall, Mariana Duarte, Ms
Lambert and Ms Moore.

DCHS SPORTS CLUB TIME TABLE SEPTEMBER 2010-DECEMBER 2010

DDaayy GGaammeess HHaallll DDaannccee SSttuuddiioo AAssttrroottuurrff WWaarrrr iissttoonn

MMoonnddaayy

SS11--SS33 BBaasskkeettbbaallll 33..4400--

44..4400

SS11--SS66 DDaannccee

33..4400--44..4400

TTuueessddaayy

SS11--SS33 NNeettbbaallll ((ggiirrllss))

33..4400--44..4400

SS11 FFoooottbbaallll ((bbooyyss))

33..4400--44..4400

WWeeddnneessddaayy

SS11--SS66 BBaaddmmiinnttoonn

33..4400--44..4400

TThhuurrssddaayy

SS11--SS44 GGyymmnnaassttiiccss

((ggiirrllss))

33..4400--55..0000

SS22 FFoooottbbaallll ((bbooyyss))

33..4400--44..4400

FFrriiddaayy

SS11--SS66 GGiirrllss FFoooottbbaallll

1122..3300--11..3300

SS11--SS66 RRuuggbbyy

11..3300--33..0000

SS33//SS44 FFoooottbbaallll

((bbooyyss))

1122..4455--11..4455

DCHS SPORTS CLUB TIMETABLE 
SEPTEMBER 2010-DECEMBER 2010
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