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DRUMMOND
Community High School Newsletter

March 2011 Issue 3

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2011. Firstly you may
notice our new layout and the 'SNIPEF' logo. This has
resulted from the very generous offer from SNIPEF

and the Plumbers Federation to sponsor the cost of the newsletter
(Approx £900).

It is a very busy time in school at present. Our S4, S5, S6 have sat
their prelims and it will not be long before the final SQA
examinations. This is the accumulation of all their work over the
last few years, and you as parents, as well as their teachers, will
wish to do everything possible to help them achieve the best
possible results. Study support is available at lunchtimes and after
school. Includee is the Easter study support programme please
encourage your son/daughter to attend.

For other year groups it is also a very important time. Our S3 are
half way through their Standard Grades. Hard work throughout
S3 will lay sound foundations for good S4 results.

Our S2 are at present picking their options for S3. This is an
important and often difficult choice. Please remember we are
here to support your child and if you have any queries please
contact your son’s/daughter’s guidance teacher.
Our S1 have given a very positive evaluation of the new
Curriculum for Excellence. They are the first year to follow this

exciting new curriculum. They now enter the
junior phase (S2 and S3) and we hope we can
continue to engage and challenge them over
the next two years.
Any parents who wish to join the Curriculum for Excellence
focus group please contact me. Your views and support are
essential for driving a successful curriculum.
We are also now working with P7 in our feeder primaries to
ensure smooth transition. If you wish to find out more
information regarding Drummond please contact me directly and
I can organise a tour. I am sure you will be impressed by the
hardworking, engaged and well behaved pupils.
I am always impressed when I gather the articles for the
newsletter for parents. It is gratifying to see some of the
opportunities that our pupils have to broaden their horizons and
to experience success in different areas of school life. I have also
had the pleasure of seeing pupils being awarded
achievement ties for their success in and out of
the classroom.
I thank all parents and carers for their support.

Welcome From the Headteacher

A NEW SESSION STARTS
Norma Prentice
HeadTeacher

DDaatteess  ffoorr  yyoouurr  DDiiaarryy  AApprriill  --  JJuunnee  22001111
1st April Whole School Sponsored Walk
4th - 8th April S3 Exams
8th April Spring Term ends
26th April Summer Term Begins
29th April Holiday
2nd May May Holiday

S4 Exam Leave Begins
3rd May SQA Final Exams
12th May S5/6 Exam Leave Begins
16th May S1 Full Reports Issued
23rd May Pupil Holiday
24th May Pupil Holiday (Staff Inset Day)
25th May Pupil Holiday (Staff Inset Day)
6th June S3 Full Report Issued
7th - 8th June S5 (new) Induction
9th - 10th June Suspended Timetable

S1 Camp
S6 Lendrick Muir

13th June New Timetable Starts
17th June School Prom
24th June Sports Day
14th June WAO Celebration of Achievement
1st July Session Ends

School Uniform
We have appreciated the excellent support of parents over the
session in making sure our pupils are in school uniform every
day.  A few pupils, however, are still causing concerns.  I must
stress this is the minority.  Parents are reminded that short skirts,
leggings, black jeans and coloured sweatshirts are not uniform.
To encourage the smart look can I also remind parents that

footwear should be black.

Mobile Phones
I realise that mobile phones are part of every day life but in a school
they can be used to pass unacceptable messages between pupils.  Please
remind your son/daughter that phones should not be used in school

INFORMAL DROP IN SESSION
Headteachers Surgery: Mon - Thurs 6-8pm

Activities WAO
The Activities WAO have successful
bid for a micro grant from Generations
Working Together Scottish Centre for
Intergenerational Practice for £750.
The grant will be used to fund
activities at Porthaven and Marionville
older persons’ care homes in
Edinburgh.  The students intend to
provide residents with resources that
will bring enjoyment to their lives
within their home.
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Blustery (winter) weather, short days - what
better way to overcome the dark months than
by joining one of 50 diverse adult education
classes at Drummond. More than 500 adult
students seem to do just that since the end of
January whether it's Bookbinding & Artist's
Books, Dressmaking, Drummond
Community Big Band, Chinese & Thai
Cookery, French, German, Spanish to
Watercolour Painting, to name just a few of
our classes. Our highly experienced tutors
teach in an informal, inclusive and relaxed
way incorporating the students' interests
whilst maintaining a high level of teaching
quality. Adult students  come for a number of
reasons: to learn, develop and deepen (new)
skills, to meet people with similar interests, to

get out of the
house and to
extend their
intellectual and
creative horizons. Our students have
reported  an increase in general
knowledge, confidence, enjoyment,
health & wellbeing, friendships,
social networks, and support through
personally difficult times.

Furthermore, Drummond boasts an
excellent childcare provision and
playgroup - registered by the Care

Commission - for our day time classes. So, there is a lot on offer at
very low cost - what is stopping you? It is not too late to join - the
classes will be running till the end of March. For further
information, please see: www.drummondhigh.com 

Many local community groups and clubs have regular lets at
DCHS. Furthermore, we provide rooms for the Chinese School,
the Edinburgh Russian School, The Polish School and the ESOL
programme offered by Stevenson College.

Photos taken by Paul Guz 

Hundreds of Adults are making a New Start to 2011
by attending DCHS's Adult Education Programme

Cultural Peer Project
This informal project is for native speakers of English and
English speaker of other languages living in and around

Edinburgh. We are a group of 15-20 people from all over the
world with an interest in other cultures. We are currently
meeting once every 3 weeks, usually on a Saturday morning
doing joint outings, sharing food, going to the cinema or
theatre. Join us, enjoy the company, have fun and beat the

Winter Blues. For more info, please contact:

birgit.harris@drummond.edin.sch.uk

German Class
On Tuesday 8th February, 2W had a German breakfast with Mrs
Towers. There were fresh Bretzeln, fresh Laugenbrötchen and
fresh homemade bread to eat. 
We had Nutella, butter, homemade strawberry jam and salami
with it. We were not too sure at first but then the boys tucked in
and made a valiant effort to get through the mound of food. The
girls were not willing to test it out and only drank some hot
chocolate. Luckily Mrs Sanderson and Mrs Towers were hungry
and Ryan McNulty did his best and ate the most. Well done
Ryan!
Mrs Prentice and Ms Kinnear came along too and enjoyed the
food. 
It helped us actually taste and see what we had been learning in
the German class.
The next topic is Lunch. I wonder what we will have then . . ?
Guten Appetit!

Students' Work In Older
Persons' Care Homes
The Activities WAO have continued to provide activities to older
persons who live in Porthaven and Marionville Care Homes.

So far this year the group have provided the following activities
and resources:
• Scottish Extravaganza 
• Keep Fit 
• Halloween Party 
The group intend to have an Easter party, games afternoon and
sing-a-long within the next few weeks.

As well as the intergenerational grant award, the group have
raised over £500 by organising the following:
• bake sales 
• senior boys leg wax 
Watch this space for more funding raising to provide a television
for the Porthaven residents!!

• Christmas Party 
• Bingo

• dress down days
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Austrian Ski and 
Snowboard Holiday

2011 sees the introduction of a new celebration of
success here at Drummond C.H.S. With kind
sponsorship from our good neighbours, the Scottish & Northern
Ireland Plumbing Employers’ Federation (SNIPEF), the CDT
department is now able to announce multiple awards for excellence
across our range of subjects. Students, who consistently work hard
and show a positive attitude, will be eligible to win the title of
‘Excellent Student’ in their year group. In addition to this, one
student will be the proud winner of the overall award of ‘Excellent
Student’ across all year groups. 

Each winner will be presented with a trophy and a prize as a reward
for their efforts at the end of year celebration. All awards and prizes

will be presented by the Director of SNIPEF, Mr. Robert Burgon,
who along with his colleagues has been very supportive to our
School since moving to the Bellevue area. 

This year, students studying Craft, Design & Technology, Graphic
Communication, Craft & Design and Practical Craft Skills will be
eligible for awards. 

We are also developing a new Skills for Work Construction course
here in Drummond, so if you are a budding tradesperson, watch this
space! Our CDT department is very proud to have many hard
working students in all year groups and we look forward to
celebrating their success with these fun new awards. 

CDT Award for Excellence

Come Hail, Rain or Shine!!
The annual Community Event took place in December but
not without its drama! The snow could not freeze the spirits of
the hospitality students and yet again the students produced a
wonderful range of festive treats sponsored by AMEY for our
guests to indulge in. 

They worked hard in the run up to the event producing
enough food for over 80 guests! However the poor December
weather played havoc with their plans. On the morning of the
event yet more snow landed and threw everyone into a tail
spin! However with some guests determined to have an
encounter with Santa the event went ahead. The students were
fantastic- they served the party goers with great humour and
efficiency. Service with a smile it was! As so many of the guests
were unable to attend the students decided that no food should
go to waste. 

They wrapped up goody bags for the guests to take away and
decided all the tasty treats that were left should be sold. The
money they raised from this was donated to the Events Co-
ordinator WAO. Well done everyone!

‘Let’s Get Gardening’
Have you been near the green

houses lately?
Exciting things have been developing in collaboration with
FCT and Science.  The Learning assistant in FCT, Elaine and
the Science Technician, Audrey have been busy planting herbs
and are now in the process of growing a variety of seasonal
vegetables which will eventually be used with our students.
The girls have been laying the ground work for some

activities involving our students who are part of the WAO
‘Ministry of Fun’.  This WAO is a looking at the nutritional,
physical and emotional needs of people and what better way
than getting young people actively involved in growing their
own food and tying this in with sensible eating plans.  Both
Elaine and Audrey have been involved in contacting outside
agencies to see if they can get funding or support to expand
this really worthwhile activity.  So look out for the exciting

dishes which will be created using their produce.



page 4

This year a new Wider Achievement Opportunity,
The John Muir Award, was introduced in
Drummond Community High School. 

John Muir was a Scottish-born American naturalist, author, and
early advocate of what we now know as conservation. The
award itself was launched by the John Muir Trust in 1997 to
promote Muir’s message of preserving and exploring the
wilderness.

There are three levels of Award: Discover, Explorer and
Conserver award. This year, with the support of the Holyrood
Park Ranger Service, thirteen Drummond students and two
teachers embarked on the “Discover” Award. To achieve the
Award the group members had to complete the four challenges;.
Discover a wild place, Explore its wildness, Conserve - take
personal responsibility and Share your experiences

Our group chose Holyrood Park as their “wild place”. We
explored the History, Nature and Geology of the Park. A
memorable highlight was the day we went on “a Druid Walk”.
The Druid, a well disguised member of the Rangers Team, told
us the names of the different tree species, their uses in medicine
and that many were sacred to the Celts. We heard some
fascinating stories including  how the Romans
and rabbits came to Scotland. 

On an “Aquatic Safari”, pond dipping in the
freezing Wells o’ Wearie, we  discovered that
few species are in evidence in the winter.
Shivering in the sleet and wind we did not
wonder why for long!  

For some, the best part of the work for the
award were the Conserve activities. Gorse
cutting was our introduction to conservation
work. Gorse is a prickly plant that catches fire
very easily and fire can spread rapidly through
it. Clearing areas between patches of gorse
helps to slow the spread of fire within
Holyrood Park. 

We also did some path restoration on Arthur’s seat replacing
stones removed by people to make messages on the hillside.
Collecting the litter  around St Margaret’s Loch helped restore
the beauty spot and protect the wildlife and we amazed to learn
how long some types of rubbish take to biodegrade.

Sharing our  experiences throughout the Award took the form
of discussion, writing poetry, making posters, delivering
assemblies to year groups in school and writing this article (Title
by Holly Mitchell  and text by Bilal Shahid)

The John Muir Discover Award was a very positive experience
for the group. One of the group said “it’s a great way to spend
time and learn about wild life” and “the John Muir Award is a
very accessible and inclusive way for young and old alike, to
appreciate and care for the nature around them.”

The most important thing that the author learned was that, just
like us, the planet can be damaged and that our natural
environment needs our protection and understanding. 

We hope the John Muir Award will continue to be an integral
part of Drummond Community High School’s provision of a
Curriculum for Excellence and that other students will enjoy
and learn to value “wild places” as we do.

Drummond Discovers John Muir

Food Safety Week 
7th June- 13th June

The FCT department are having the environmental health
team into the school on the 3rd of June to work with our S2
classes to highlight the importance of using food hygiene
practices which can reduce the risk of food poisoning.  The
activities planned involve the use of the UV hand washing unit
which will demonstrate how poorly we wash our hands and
will be a great fun way to get everyone washing hands
correctly. They will be in school at the following times:

Period 1 8.40-9.30  Period 2 9.30- 10.20  Period 4 11.30- 12.20

Drummond Coaching Initiative
Drummond has started a unique and exciting new coaching
initiative for all first year students who are being given the
opportunity to participate in a 4 session coaching programme
with a trained member of staff.

Coaching is a highly structured way of working – one to one–
through a series of meetings enabling students to take
responsibility for their learning, develop a better understanding
of his/her situation and increase his/her skills. It is a way of
realising potential which we hope will have a positive impact on
the progress of your child throughout the coming years at
school. 

Coaching can be used to help students define their own learning
goals. It can also help children with limiting beliefs, such as low
self esteem, work on those areas that are holding them back.
Both these areas will enhance learning and will encourage them
to be independent and reflective learners.

It is a very positive approach to working with students and all
the staff involved have been trained. The programme aims to
stretch learning starting with success in mind as follows:

• Nurturing the development of an individual – building on
strengths

• Holds the learner accountable for own goals/targets
• Challenging the learner 
• Offering an opportunity for reflection
• Creating a climate for developing people
• Eliminating blocks to learning.
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The students and staff at Drummond Community High School
have been working hard to raise money to bring 4 students and
4 members of staff over to Drummond from our partner schools
Muthambi Boys and Girls in Kenya. The fundraising got a huge
boost this week when Sir Tom Farmer confirmed that he would
support our partnership by matching our fundraising £ for £
up to £5,000. This generous support means that students at
Drummond can look forward to welcoming their Kenyan
friends from the 13th – 21st June.
We are currently putting a programme together for their visit
which include taking part in lessons, presenting lessons on
aspects of life in Kenya, being shown round our beautiful city by
Drummond students and taking part in social and cultural
events.

However we still have
a lot of money to earn,
so if you would like to
support us in any of
our activities here’s a
sample of what we’re up to:
Our Fairtrade Safari Cafe is still proving a huge hit with staff in
the staffroom every Friday. Parents and students are enjoying its
wares at parent’s evening’s and school events and we are also
catering for community and social events. For more information
see separate Fairtrade article.
We are organising a whole school sponsored walk in Holyrood
Park on the morning of 1st April. The walk is being run in
partnership with the school Health Group and we’re hoping
that groups from the community classes, local groups and
individuals will join us in this fun event. MSP Shirley-Ann
Somerville has also promised to take some ‘time out’ of  her
‘local office’ to chat to students and wish us well.
Carboot sales, local fairs, Valentine fun and games and
exhibitions are part of our fundraising plans for the next few
months.
We are still looking for help in cash or kind for this project. If
you have any connections in the community who could help
with, meals, transport, warm clothing ( our summer is much
colder than their winter) or visits to sites please get in contact
with us.

The Kenyans Are Coming!

Tellin' Tales
Last night, Tuesday 19th February,
saw the second literacy event for
parents taking place at Drummond
High School.  The focus this year
was writing and storytelling.
The event saw pupils and staff showcase some of the amazingly
creative work going on in school at the moment.
An extract from the school productions, 'The Wiz'; beautiful musical
pieces; an advertising pitch; the chance to take part in a creative
writing workshop and to learn the language of text; the world of
animation as devised by S2 students; storytelling in a variety of
languages, stories from our story exchange with Kenya, and the
opportunity to visit a simulated trench and hear diary extracts written
by pupils.
The Fairtrade Café, a second hand book sale to support our project
with Kenya, and displays from our Art department and the Scottish
Book Trust completed the evening.
Congratulations and thank you to all the staff and pupils who made
this event such a huge success.

Read All About It!
One of the projects that Drummond students have been
involved in with our Kenyan partners is building up the
school Libraries at Muthambi Boys and Girls schools. We
have received a donation of approximately 5,500 books
and we are currently in negotiations with the armed
forces to ship the books out to Kenya. This will give a
huge boost to learning and teaching in Kenya.

Annie Scanlon and Patricia Snow
Fairtrade/Kenya Group   Tel: 0131 556 2651
Email: admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk

Tellin’ Tales
Stories from Kenya
We are piloting a project for students at Drummond and
our partner schools Muthambi Boys and Girls schools in
Kenya to share their creative writing. Some of that
writing was shared with parents at the ‘Tellin’ Tales event
on the 10th February. S1 students  Danielle Hush, Becky
Moffat, Benz Phongsakonsunthon and Mairi Stenhouse
read out their impressions of their first day at Drummond.
From Muthambi Girls School in Kenya we had some very
different school experiences from Carol Gakii and Casty
Kathure. We are hoping that this exchange will become an
annual event.

Librarian Annie Scanlon also read out a beautiful tale by
Lewis Murugi an S3 students at Muthambi Boys School
who described the first date of a young boy and girl in
Nairobi.
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Glenshee Ski Trip
On Friday the 21st January Drummond CHS took a party of
students to Glenshee Ski Centre or Gleann Shith, (Gaelic for
Glen of the Fairies), which flanks the highest public road in
Scotland. The weather was perfect with not a drop of wind
and just a smidgen of sun. Skiing was therefore fabulous and
all groups were able to experience the full extent of the ski
runs, which included the large piste in the heart of the
mountains called Glas Maol. All students were eager to return
as soon as possible and were even more excited about our
ski/snowboard trip to Axamer Lizum in Austria on February
2012, which is open to all years at our high school.

Young Enterprise
at Drummond
The Young Enterprise Scheme has been running for almost 50
years and alumni of the scheme have been shown to earn up to a
third more than their peers by the age of 30 and to be more
successful in their careers than their non participating counterparts.

Over the past 6 months the Drummond’s Gifts WAO group have
worked hard to complete all of the requirements of the Company
Programme as part of the Young Enterprise Scheme.

Under the leadership of their Managing Director, Mr Robbie
Forde, the group have set up and bought shares in their own
company. They have also researched, produced, marketed and sold
a luxurious bath set and kept detailed company accounts. 

The group have sold their wares successfully at a number of
parent’s nights, the school Christmas Extravaganza and also at the
Young Enterprise January Market at the Apex Hotel in the
Grassmarket. Drummond’s Gifts are now in the process of
compiling their end of year business report and preparing to
liquidate their company. The company would like to send their
thanks to all of the customers who have supported their venture
this year. 

Miss Gilbert, Mr Cockburn and Drummond’s Gifts
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Fairtrade Drummond
Drummond has been working towards Fairtrade status for the last
18 months and we hope to become a Fairtrade School by the end
of this session.
The popular Fairtrade Safari Cafe delights teachers each Friday with
coffee, tea and scrumptious homemade cakes and other Fairtrade
products. The cafe also stars at parents’ evening’s, community
meeting and external venues. The students learn many skills while
working the cafe and become confident courteous individuals. It’s
great training for the world of work.
I you are interested in having your event, large or small catered for
by the Fairtrade Safari Cafe then please get in touch.
Our students have also been working on a Fairtrade Policy for the
school. This document has already been approved by the school’s
management team and has now gone to the Pupil Voice and the
Parent Council for approval. It will require all groups within the
school to look for ways to use as many Fairtrade products as possible
in school and to promote Fairtrade education in the school and the
community. 
Fairtrade Fortnight this year is the 28th February – 11th March and
we have an exciting and educational programme.
S2 students in the Art Department have entered a competition to
design a Fairtrade t-shirt, for March the prizes 40 of the winning
design will be printed and presented to the school.
Findlay Allan 2C2 has been chosen as a finalist. Good luck, Finlay!
The school has also been nominated by several people to win the
Lord Provost’s Fairtrade Award. Results for both will be announced
at an event at Stenhouse Primary School on the 9th March.
A Fairtrade Assembly will tell students the story of cotton, the most
worn fabric in the world, yet its producers are among the poorest.
Students will learn about what Fairtrade is doing to help and the
following day they will complete a questionnaire on making our
uniform Fairtrade. The following week our students will visit

Thomsons Intersport in Haddington Place, the main supplier for
Drummond uniforms to discuss the results of the questionnaire. 
Students enjoy getting ASPIRE points from staff for effort, good
work and behaviour, now we’re giving students the chance to hand
out FAIRTRADE ASPIRE points to staff who mention Fairtrade
in their lessons, wear Fairtrade clothes, drink Fairtrade coffee, tea
etc or eat Fairtrade chocolate (very difficult!!!!!). The teacher with
the most FAIRTRADE ASPIRE points will win a Fairtrade
hamper. We will be watching staff closely for bribery and
corruption.
We would also like to say many thanks to ‘Uncle Jim’ at the just
World Shop in Portobello High Street for all his help and assistance
supplying us with Fairtrade and making us welcome when we visit.
For more information about Fairtrade at Drummond or to book
our cafe for an event please contact Annie Scanlon or Patrician
Snow.
Tel: 0131 556 2651 or admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk.
Annie Scanlon
Librarian   

Stock Market Challenge
The pupils involved in the Stock Market Challenge were - 
Nicola Craig - 3B2, Kyle Meighan- 3A1, Kuran Singh - 3A1,
Sanjay Singh - 3B1 and Shannon Smillie - 3C2
The competition was delivered and supported by Standard Life
Scotland, Careers Scotland and 10 Lane Learning, gives pupils
the opportunity to experience how financial markets work and
encourages them to develop key skills such as communication,
problem-solving, decision making, teambuilding and negotiation.
Pupils worked in teams to trade in shares and foreign currency.
Each team started with a share portfolio of £15,000 to invest
and manage by interpreting and analysing information from the
stock market.  The team with the highest portfolio at the closing
bell wins.
Our pupils increased their portfolio to over £115,000 giving
them first position over George Heriots and Stewart Melville
who were second and third, respectively.
Other schools from the East of Scotland included Balerno,
Beeslack, Braes, Broughton, Dalkeith, Firrhill, George Heriots,
Larbert, Loretto, Merchiston Castle, Stewart’s Melville and St
Margarets Academy.

Healthy Steps Launch 
18th January 2011
On a cold winter’s morning in January the PE, FCT & PSE
departments launched their Curriculum for Excellence S1
Healthy Steps unit.  This involved a collaboratively organised fair
which focused on the importance of Emotional, Physical and
Nutritional health.   The students spent their morning going
round some great interactive workshops which focused on the
health of the whole person.   The FCT input involved links with
our local butcher, Crombies, who donated great visual examples
of what goes into sausages/burgers at the lower end of the
market versus more expensive sausages.  

A few faint hearted students were upset at the site of an ox heart
and tongue!   The purpose of this was to dispel student’s
perception that all burger/sausages are bad for them and it
prompted great discussion as to the best way to cook them to
ensure their future health.  The students learnt that premium
sausages contained a minimum of 70% meat so we even touched
on maths in our discussions, so truly a CFE morning.

We found the students so engaged that we have decided to
develop a ‘design and make a burger’ exercise which will allow
students to tie their knowledge with some creative flair.  So
watch out Mr Crombie, you may have some competition. 

As well as this our environmental health colleagues kept our
students fully engaged trying the UV hand washing unit, playing
computer games and completing food quizzes.  The students
then went on their merry way to take apart in workshops
delivered by Edinburgh Leisure and The Junction to name a few.
A great morning’s work which saw Curriculum for Excellence
come to life for our students.
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We have been very busy in recent weeks. We then positioned them around the school to encourage
wildlife.
This helped us with our aims to cut down waste and encourage
biodiversity.
We have also been busy collecting unwanted books so that we
can sell them.  This also cuts down on waste.  Re-using books
also means that fewer trees are cut down for paper-making.
This is important for the environment as trees help provide the
oxygen we need for life and they also provide important
habitats for wildlife.
We recycled boxes so that we could use them as collection
points and distributed them around the school. 

We have been selling the books to staff and students and also
parents at parents’ nights.   With the money, we intend buying
seeds and plants and also bird food.

Our next big project is to encourage the recycling of old
clothes and other textiles. We hope to launch this in the next
few weeks so please don’t throw out any old clothes, towels,
sheets etc in the meantime: we’ll be asking you for them soon.

Among other things, we have been collecting used 2pt/1 litre
drinks cartons so we could recycle them as bird feeders.

Kimberley Reed
Kimberley Reed has performed incredibly well this season.  She
represented Scotland on behalf of Drummond and won a bronze
medal at the Schools International in Glasgow and a silver medal at
the UK School Games in Gateshead.

Next year Kimberley is fully expected to clean up in domestic
competitions at UK level and has every prospect of being selected
for Scotland at the Commonwealth Youth Games and for Team GB
at the World Youth Championships.

We wish you every success.

Habitat Heroes WAO


