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Welcome to the latest edition of our school newsletter.
We ended last session on a very positive note with our
highly successful Celebration of Achievement

ceremony.  We were privileged to have educationalist, David
Cameron as our guest of honour, he gave an entertaining and
meaningful address to the audience of 400 pupils, parents and
friends of the school.  At the end of session we also featured in
the Times Education Supplement.  The superb 3 page feature
centred on the Wider Achievement Opportunities.

On the last day of term we paid an emotional farewell to Carol
McLelland (PT PE).  Carol has retired after 25 years.  We thank
her for her dedication and hard work and she will be greatly
missed.

And so to this new session which has also started on a very
positive note.  Our results at both Standard Grade and Higher
Grade have shown an improvement.  A special mention has to
go to Sami Syed who achieved 6 A passes at higher level in S5
– well done Sami!  We also welcome an S1 intake which has
increased since last year.

As well as our students we also welcomed
a number of new staff:

Jacquie McCloskey joins us in the Science
department teaching Physics.

Darren Smith – temporary teacher of
Physical Education (continuing on from
his probationary year).  

2 probationer teachers – Nadja
Schaeufele (Maths) and Claire Withers (English).

We are looking forward to an innovative and creative year.
Please find updated school information on our school website
(www.drummondhigh.com).  As always please do not hesitate
to get in touch with me or any members of the school
leadership team if we can help in any way.

Norma Prentice
Headteacher

Welcome From the Headteacher
 

Norma Prentice
Headteacher

School Improvement Plan (2011-2012) (SIP)
Every year every school must identify clear improvement strategies which encompass national and authority priorities.  It is
important that the SIP has positive impact on learners.

In each area we firmly believe that the only way to improve is with rigorous self evaluation.  The above is a summary of our
School Improvement Plan priorities.

We wish to involve parents more fully on helping us to achieve the above.  If you are interested please be in touch with a
member of the Senior Leadership Team.

Our priorities for next session are:

Leadership of meeting learners needs

• Develop a consistent strategy to ensure positive and 
sustained destinations for all learners through early 
identification, monitoring, tracking and support of 
young people.

• Develop Personal Learning Planning for ALL learners.

• Create a positive behaviour strategy.

• Develop a culture of coaching which supports the 
learning community.

• Enhance the role of the form tutor.

Leadership of Learning and Teaching

• Establish Teachers Learning Communities (TLC).

• Produce self-evaluation timelines.

• Further embed the use of GLOW.

• Produce Literacy Across Learning practice document.

Leadership of curriculum

• Continue to develop the Curriculum for Excellence 
S1-S3.

• Work towards fulfilling the senior school entitlement 
of RME and PE learners’ journeys.

• Establish Health and Well-being across the curriculum.

• Establish numeracy across the curriculum.

Leadership of Achievement and Attainment

• Improve attainment.

• Track record and improve attainment outcomes for 
S1-S3.

• Ensure the use of DATA impacts on Attainment.

• Support all young people to take responsibility for 
their own learning.

• Further develop wider achievement opportunities.

• Ensure that wider achievement is recognised, profiled
and celebrated.
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The students involved in the Activities Wider
Achievement Opportunities at Drummond have had a
busy time of it over the past year.  They have fund raised
for, organised and delivered numerous activities in
Porthaven and Marionville Older Persons’ Care Homes.
These activities involved – Scottish afternoon, Halloween
party, Stimulation party, Christmas party, Bingo, Games
afternoon and films afternoon.

The students have had press coverage of their activities
in Porthaven care home.  They were on ITV Daybreak for
a news entry and they have received coverage in the
Edinburgh Evening News.

The following web addresses are links to publicity for the
Activities WAO:

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/news/article/447/pupil
s_go_that_eggstra_mile_for_care_home_party

http://local.stv.tv/edinburgh/news/14693-eggstra-
special-easter-for-care-home-residents/

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/Young-
and-old-celebrate-fundraising.6747537.jp

The group were successful with a £750 micro grant
application to the Scottish Centre for Intergenerational
Projects.  This grant provided the funding for resources
and materials for all the activities.

The students were also involved in major fundraising
activities from a senior boys leg wax to bag packing at
various stores.  As a result the students raised over £1000.
This enabled the WAO to donate a screen, projector and
DVD players to Porthaven care home.  This will enable
residents to view movies, sports events and TV on the
big screen.

The students also achieved the Saltire Award for
volunteering.  

Overall, the experiences gained by the students and the
relationships built up with the residents were invaluable.
The residents thoroughly enjoyed their activities
delivered by younger people and we hope the project
can progress even further next year.

Activities WAO - Supporting Older Persons’ Care Homes

Students at Porthaven delivering an Easter party Screen at Porthaven

I have learned a great deal from my
volunteering and it was a good experience also

very enjoyable. I feel that I have given something back to
the community and I have become a much more mature and

confident individual. I have gained various skills during my
volunteering such as how to communicate with people who

have different needs, how to cater for different needs and
abilities, also my time keeping and organisation

skills have improved very much.

Amna Shafqat

STUDENT QUOTE It was a good experience to have. It
was great to see how much the residents

enjoyed us coming every week and them telling us
how much they enjoy all the quizzes and games we put

on for them.  It has helped me with organising events
and working in a team to provide the various

activities. It was good to interact with new
people of all different ages.

Nikki Mason
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Drummond’s S1 students know that free primary
education for all is one of the rights all children share,
according to the UN Declaration of the Rights of the
Child.  In June all S1 students took part in the annual
global education campaign “Send my friend to school”.
This year the campaign focuses on the large number of
girls who do not get to go to school.

First years wrote messages to politicians to express their
belief that all children in the world are entitled to a free
education.  World leaders promised this in the Millennium
Goals, and our students are reminding the prime minister
to take action to keep this promise – that by 2015 every
child in the world will be able to go to primary school.

S1 RME Campaign

London Trip
Wednesday 8th - Friday 10th
Wednesday

The train journey was very long but we had a good laugh
playing cards with Mrs Langley and Mr Nelson. 

The best bit was playing pool in the accommodation
which was very clean and tidy.

The worst bit was sleeping in a wee room with 6 people
but we all managed! It was good because we had our own
shower and didn’t have to share.

Thursday

The worst bit was Madame Tussauds because it was quite
scary and really busy!

The west end show was the best part on the Thursday; it
was exciting and good. It was called ‘Wicked’.

Friday

The best bit on the Friday was the Imperial War Museum
because it was really interesting. Some people chose to go
shopping instead. However,

the worst bit was the rain because we ALL got wet!

MANY THANKS TO THE TEACHERS WHO WENT WITH US!

Ryan McNulty & Allan Tait (New S3)

Parent Council
Drummond Parent Council had its first meeting of the
school year last month. We have been going from strength
to strength over the past year with a new format, and sub-
groups with people involved in whatever particularly
interests them, e.g. communications, fundraising and
website work. 

We are delighted to report that due to our most successful
and productive year since we set up, we have been able to
donate around £1450 to the school for various things such
as buying Higher study textbooks, equipment for Art &
FCT, purchasing a TV/DVD to enable PE students to record
and evaluate their performance, and a donation to the S6
Prom. 

Full details of all of the money we have paid out are on the
Parent Council on the School Website which we have also
revamped, so please have a look at this to keep up to date
with what’s going on!

Our meetings dates are also published on the Website, and
anyone is welcome to come along at any time, whether to
see what we are up to, raise any issues, ask questions, or
just to meet us and the staff. 

If you would like any more information, or would like to
become more involved with the Parent Council, or the
school, please contact the Chair, Fiona Kelly by email at
Fiona.k@hotmail.co.uk
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Did you know last year there were 67 million children around the world who did not get
any education?



Or ‘hello and welcome’ in Kiswahili!
This was the greeting that Drummond Community High
School gave our friends from Muthambi Girls and Boys
schools in Kenyan when they arrived at Edinburgh
Airport on Tuesday 13th June. It had been a long year’s
organising and fundraising but at last all our hard work
had borne fruit and our guests were here.

Excitement in the school had been building for weeks
and the 4 students and 4 teachers were given a
tremendous welcome at our whole school assembly the
following morning. Our guests were staying at the
Caravel Guest House in London Street a short walk over
the road from school. Throughout the 9 days they stayed
with us they took part in a variety of classes over a range
of year groups and we tried hard to make sure that, in
the words of the students, ‘everyone got a shot of the
Kenyans’. In addition they presented lessons to our
students on Tribal Traditions and Culture, Aids, Malaria
and how to recycle your plastic bags into footballs. 

All the activities were enjoyed, but Drummond students
agreed that the best part were the question and answer
sessions and the socialising. They also got a taste of our
community school when they took part in an adult class
on bookmaking and went home with souvenirs of their
visit.

We wanted them to experience what life was like in
Edinburgh for ordinary children and their families so
they were entertained at homes, went out on a ‘typical’
student night out, ‘pizza and pictures’, and met the locals
at a games evening.

On the cultural side we were invited to First Minister’s
Question Time at the Scottish Parliament, a tour of the
building and we met for a discussion with our MSP
Malcolm Chisholm. Kenyan students are fascinated by
politics and we had some great discussions! At
Edinburgh Castle they were impressed by our history,
crown jewels and our guide, ex-head teacher Eric Melvin
who spends several months a year in Kenya working in a
school very close to our partners.

Drummond students and staff accompanied us on many
of the visits; to the Forth Bridges and Dunfermline,
Dynamic Earth and the Leith Tattoo marking the end of
the Leith Festival.

Culinary highlights included a Chinese meal with ex-
Drummond students who had visited Kenya last
summer, cooking and tasting haggis, neeps and tatties
and our famous fish and chips, all were declared
delicious, but the fish and chips won as the ‘best meal!’

While the students were enjoying themselves the 4
teaching staff were observing and taking part in lessons
and meeting with Drummond teachers in their own
subject areas to exchange ideas and set up some
exciting projects for the coming academic year. Here is
just a taster of what’s planned for this session:

• My First Day at School -  our new S1 students will 
exchange their essays with Kenya students to see how
different and similar their experiences are. 

• ‘Great Scots’ is a Curriculum for Excellence course  for
S1 students. They research a ‘Great Scot’ alive or dead
and hold elections for the ‘Great Scot of this Year’; last
year Sean Connery won! This year we will exchange 
‘greats’ with Kenya and we will vote on ‘Great Kenyans’
and ‘Scots’. The results should prove interesting.

• S3 Art – Book Friends.  When they visited the Kenyans
took part in a community ‘book making’ class and 
went home with all the equipment required. We hope
to create and swap books over the year.

Other projects under development include
environmental work,  photography, sports ‘Champion of
Champions’ and better computer links. The project is
joined this year by English teacher Anne Pike and IT
teacher Derek Sharkey who will be accompanying 8
Drummond students to Muthambi, Kenya in June 2012. 

We have already started raising the £13,500 required to
get us out there and here are a few of our planned
activities:

• S6 sponsored sleepover on the staffroom floor.

• ‘The Art of the Scarf’ an evening of entertainment and
the chance to buy donated scarfs from football 
woollies to high end silk. All donations welcome. 

• Our popular Fairtrade Safari Café with home baking is
available for fairs and events.

• Entertaining talks and lectures on costume from 
Librarian and Project Co-ordinator Annie Scanlon.

• Car boot sales, auctions, donations, etc, we’ll do 
anything!

The joint educational project between the three schools
has been running now for over six years. It has proved
popular with students across the globe and encourages
all of them to become global citizens, to understand the
challenges that face us all, to come up with solutions to
problems and to appreciate the education system that
we are fortunate to have here in Scotland.

If you would like more information or would like to
support our project please contact:

Annie Scanlon
Drummond Kenya Project Co-ordinator
Drummond Community High School
admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk

Jambo Jambo!
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I've just arrived at Chogoria and I
am narrating to my family the great

experiences at Scotland, among them your hospitality,
care, great heart to the Kenyan team, time management,

wonderful curriculum, teachers and students. The rich Scot
architecture and culture as exhibited in music and art was really

amazing and shall be imprinted in our memory for a very long time.
I remember boys, girls and teachers’ tears flowing freely at the
airport on realizing the strong bond created over the last ten

days was shaken by distance between the two countries,
but we shall keep in touch. Pass our sincere

appreciations to all Drummond
Community school. 

Samuel

QUOTE FROMVISIT

Everyone is very happy about
Drummond and we thank you for your

support and devotion which was beyond our
expectations. There are much questions we're being

asked about Scotland and every form is calling us every
evening to hear about our experience over there.
They're even not getting tired of following us to

enquire stories about it, so we're
celebs now!

Felix
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Kenyan staff and students ‘dance’ the highland fling to Staff and students visit the Scottish Parliament
the pipes outside Register House

Kenyan students working in the Craft, Design Technology Department



On the 23rd of July, Kimberley helped Edinburgh Athletic
Club to a fine win in the Scottish Young Athletes League final
with a Championship Record throw of 50.55m for which she
was also awarded Athlete of the Match. 

Then on Saturday 30th July, she took part in the Scottish Under
18 Championships at Scotstoun, blowing away all opposition
to win the hammer with a Championship record of 55.45m, her
2nd best throw ever and also the second longest throw ever
by an Under 17 female athlete in Britain. To follow this up, she
came back in the afternoon to win her first ever National Discus
title with a throw of 34.57m. These two results meant that she
was guaranteed selection for both events to represent
Scotland at the Celtic games in Antrim. She also met Jedward,
who were at the Championships as part of a UK Athletics
promotion.

The following day, Sunday 31st July, she returned to Scotstoun
to take part in the Scottish Under 20 Championships.
Unfortunately, she missed a good opportunity to defeat
reigning Scottish U20 Champion Myra Perkins in the hammer
and was beaten into silver position, Myra throwing 55.31m to
Kimberley’s 50.26m. If Kimberley had thrown the same distance
as the previous day, she’d have won. Undaunted, Kimberley
returned in the afternoon to win the Under 20 Discus title with
a throw of 33.60m, in what turned out to be a very tight

competition with only 2.5 metres separating Gold and Bronze
positions. 

On Saturday 13th August, Kimberley represented Scotland in
her first Full international fixture in the Under 18 Celtic Games
International versus Wales, Eire and Northern Ireland. She won
the hammer easily with 6m to spare with a throw of exactly
54.00m. In her less favoured discus event she finished 4th with
a throw of 33.39m, narrowly missing out on Bronze when she
was overhauled in the last round after sitting in 3rd position
for the first 5 rounds.

Kimberley was also told on 9th August that she was to be one
of only 9 track and field athletes to represent Scotland at the
forthcoming Commonwealth Youth Games in the Isle of Man in
September. She was invited along to a press conference in
Stirling and was interviewed by the BBC.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/scotland/14467892.stm

Kimberley won silver medal for the hammer in the
Commonwealth Youth Games, just missing out on gold to arch
rival, England's Louisa James.

A fantastic season of achievement for Kimberley and we look
forward to following her in her continuing success.

Kimberley Reed
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Ross Whitton
For those who remember him, he left Drummond
Community High School five years ago, Ross Whitton has
his own building services business and is thinking of
opening a second business.  He came in to offer a
Drummond pupil(s) potential work experience or maybe
even an apprenticeship.  Ross has won several awards and
he even was considered as a contestant in this years
Apprentice programme.  It was great to see him and great
to see such a positive role model.  
Please see www.rwhitton.com

Trainline.com
Seven members of highly enthusiastic and untrained
decorators from thetrainline.com, the online train ticket
retailer, took on the challenge of redecorating the 6th
year’s common room at Drummond Community High
School for Give and Gain day 2011. The team were onsite
from 9.00am and spent the day cleaning – how do you get
tomato ketchup on a 16 foot ceiling? – and redecorating
the room.  This was a worthwhile, rewarding and tiring
event for the Trainline team involved.  The project
manager, Dave Wilkins, sourced suppliers, chose colour
schemes and managed the team to ensure that the project
was completed in the relevant timescales.
Thetrainline.com hopes this will be the start of a long
standing relationship and we are looking forward to
working with Drummond Community High School on an
ongoing basis.

Morro Bajo
Morro Bajo, an S3 pupil in Drummond Community High
School, is now Scottish Athletics under-16 sprint
champion and under-15 Scottish record-holder.  Morro
is also ranked number 6 in the UK for under-15 category
following his blistering 11.17 seconds in the 100m sprint
event.
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Norwegian Teacher Visit

In May this year, the school had the pleasure of having
some Norwegian teachers as guests. We interviewed them
and asked them various questions about schooling, what
they do in their free time, about their town and more. Here
is a summary of their answers.

The teachers come from a small village called Stange, this is
also the name for the school that they teach at. Most of the
pupils are from the village which is very agricultural and lots
of grain grows there, but some pupils come from the main
town which has a population of 19,000.

Schooling is very different from ours, although the schools
are not based on ability, there is only three ability levels.
Level one is beginners, level two is higher and level three is
an extra for people eighteen years or over. The schools are
mixed sex schools like ours which means that boys and girls
are not split into separate schools. In some of the schools
there is evening school (3:30pm and afterwards), but normal
schools finish at the same time as us, 3:30. Children with low
income families receive free school meals but this is not the
case in Norway, children can either buy their lunch out the
canteen or bring their own lunch, they are not allowed to go
out for lunch. In Norway you don’t have to wear the school
uniform but you can choose if you want to wear it. The
summer holidays are for two months, this is a very long time!
They are two months because they don’t get the odd day off
here and there for things such as May Day holiday, or Victoria
Day. In the school that the teachers came from there is 500
pupils, about the same as ours. Generally the pupils are well
behaved but have the odd negative things happen. The

pupils get bought laptops for studying in school but they
also get to take them home. The pupils in the school get
good exam results even though they don’t get much time
to study because they do not get exam leave. Students
spend only three years at high school. They get to call
teachers by their first names and study the same subjects as
us. The school also do a few extra subjects such as building
and construction, this teaches the children how to build a
house from scratch. They also study Norwegian and Spanish.

As you can see schools are similar in some aspects but in
others completely different! The weather in Norway is quite
different too, it is mostly snowy all year round apart from a
few weeks in around June or July when it gets sunny, just in
time for the holidays!

The food sounds quite strange, they eat things like mutton,
stew, stewed cabbage, fish soup and moose. These are not
the type of delicacies you would find people eating here but
they are very popular in Norway.

In their free time, they can go to many sports facilities such
as, ice hockey, skiing, ice skating, football and normal
hockey. They can also go hiking and fishing and there are
also a lot of cycle paths so they can go cycling. On television
the programmes are very similar to ours, they have channels
such as Disney Channel, Cartoon Network, Discovery
Channel and National Geographic. They can also watch
things like debating programmes and soaps.

All in all Norway has its similarities but also has its
differences.
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The re:think site was launched by Learning and Skills Minister Alasdair Allan at Drummond Community High School. 

The initative showcases the range of jobs available in financial services and challenges people to “re-think” their view of a
career in the sector. 

The site has been created by Skills Development Scotland (SDS). SDS worked in partnership with Scotland’s Financial Services
Skills Gateway - an employer-led initiative which aims to take Scotland’s financial services talent to world-class levels by
directly matching skills provision to the needs and priorities of the sector.

Re:think Website Launch


