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DRUMMOND
Community High School Newsletter

This has been an exceptionally busy session for all schools
not least Drummond CHS.  I am very proud of the many
achievements of our pupils and staff and of the progress

made as a learning community as we develop the Curriculum
for Excellence.

Pupils’ appearance, attitude, behaviour and achievement have
continued to improve thanks to the excellent co-operation from
staff and from you as parents.  This is part of our vision to ensure
each child reaches their full potential.  With your support, their
continued effort, and a positive attitude to learning they can
succeed.

Staffing

We said farewell to our Depute Head Teacher, Hazel Kinnear at
the February break.  She has been a great support for me since
I took up post.  We all wish her well in her new post as Depute
Head Teacher at James Gillespie’s High School.  

Diane Morton also left us at the end of February to start her
maternity leave.

Joining us are Neil Millington (Maths) from Kelso Academy and
Karen Woods (English).

Restructuring has also introduced Curriculum Leaders.  Our
Curriculum Leaders are:-

Lindsey Stroud Creative & Aesthetic

Rosemary Cameron Mathematics

Cian O’Doherty Technologies

Mo Collins Health & Wellbeing

Jo Tindall Languages & Literacy

Gill Histon Science

Fraser McCallum Social Subjects & RME

As we introduce Curriculum for Excellence I must congratulate
staff in how they have embraced change. Without exception,

staff do believe that our new curriculum
will suit the needs of our learners.  

We wish our 4th, 5th and 6th years every
success in their forthcoming examinations.  

Uniform and Late Coming

The majority of our pupils arrive in uniform
and on time.  However, a few pupils waste
time by arriving late and therefore are missing valuable learning
and teaching.

I ask for your support in installing the importance of punctuality.
Most pupils are a credit to Drummond as they always look so
smart.  Again, can I please ask for your support in asking you to
ensure that a tie is worn and that coloured sweatshirts do not
feature in school uniform.

Appointments

It would be appreciated that, where possible, doctors/dental
appointments should be made out with the school day.  If an
appointment is needed, pupils should bring in a letter and take
this to the office.

Our school website is updated regularly and it hopefully will
keep parents updated.

We, however, welcome parents’ views on how we can improve,
therefore please contact me via the website with suggestions
etc.

Achievement

At the request of our seniors, we have introduced senior
achievement ties.

Congratulations to all.

Norma Prentice,
Headteacher

Welcome From the Headteacher
 

Norma Prentice
Headteacher

School Vision/School
Improvement Plan (SIP)
It is now the time of year where we look at next session’s
Improvement Plan. A crucial starter for this is the school’s
vision. I think now is the time to consult pupils, parents and
staff on the vision for Drummond Community High School.

Over the next month, please be aware that consultation
documents will appear on our school website. 

April 2012 Issue 5

BBC School Report
This took place on Thursday 15 March with Miss Withers’ S2
English class. The students worked together to write, film and
edit their own news bulletins which were then linked to the
BBC’s website. The students worked incredibly hard and had
a lot of fun putting their reports together. The finished films
can be seen on Drummond’s website under “Positive
Destinations”.
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S3 Pupils’ Water Art Project

S6 Community Project for Older Persons

Eight S6 students have been engaging in activities with
residents at Porthaven Older Persons’ Care home in Leith.  On
Thursday afternoons, the students are responsible for devising,
managing and delivering activities for the older persons to
enjoy and participate with.

Since September the students have organised and participated
in:

• An induction afternoon with the care home manager 
• Bingo (2 afternoons)
• Scottish karaoke 
• Halloween party
• Reminiscing activities (2 afternoons)  
• Games (2 afternoons) 
• Christmas party 
• Rabbie Burns party

The students have also raised money for this project by having
bake sales and dress down days.  The project has also gained
funding from Scotmid Community projects (£250) and Leith
Community Council (£300).  This money is used to buy
refreshments, resources and activities for the residents at the
home.

The afternoons have been a great success and brought much
enjoyment to the residents at the home.

A huge thank you to Korabi Akter, Sara Flynn, Paul Hush,
Ricardo Lopes, Renvi Malik, Kieran Menzies, Zineb Noursabah
and Sami Syed for all their hard work and commitment.

Gorse We Can!
Drummond Students have been working with the  Rangers in Holyrood
Park to extend a fire break on one of the Park’s  gorse covered slopes.

After a firework burned several acres of hillside last November,
destroying habitat and wildlife, work has been underway to cut a 4
metre wide break in the gorse to prevent fire spreading across the Park
in the future. While cutting the prickly gorse is hard going, the group
has worked enthusiastically and have been heard to say said that it is
“good fun”. 

Gorse cutting is one of the “conservation” tasks the students from S1 to
S4 have undertaken in Holyrood Park as part of gaining their John Muir
Award. The John Muir Award Scheme encourages young and old to
look after and value their “wild places” in particular, and the
environment in general.

S3 pupils in the Art Department have been working on a new
project on the theme of water thanks to funding made available
to us through Robert Burgon, Chief Executive at SNIPEF,
Hopetoun Street.  

The pupils completed mini paintings of water taking reference
from a variety of images.  Their initial paintings were amazing
and included 'snapshots' of flowing rivers, the sea, ice, close-ups
of reflections and colour studies.  They then explored language
related to water and created meaningful words or phrases to
match their paintings. 

Mr Burgon and Mrs Prentice took a long time to select the final
eight and these students will soon start work on their actual
large-scale paintings using acrylic paint on canvas.

The final eight pupils whose work will hang in the SNIPEF offices
are:

Freya Aitken-Scott, Jamie Forde, Rebeka Jakab, Cameron Smith,
Holly Hay, Yasmine Lefkaier, Greig Howitt and Yasmin Bouraouda. 

Look out for photos of the finished paintings on the website in
the near future.



On 1 November 2011, a group of S3-S6 pupils from Drummond
Community High School went to the Traverse Theatre to watch
an adaptation of Barry Hines’ novel Kes (A Kestrel for a Knave).
The Catherine Wheels Theatre Company’s play was directed by
Gill Robertson and featured James Anthony Pearson as the
main character, Billy, and Sean Murray skillfully played the roles
of all the other characters – male and female.

In the story, Billy is badly treated by everyone around him and
only finds comfort in training his kestrel hawk, which he names
Kes. However, at the end of the story, his brother Jud kills Kes
and the consequences of this brutal act are convincingly
portrayed by Pearson in the play. Murray’s acting skills
demonstrate the anger and oppression that the older

characters impose on Billy. 

We really enjoyed the play, especially since we were able to stay
afterwards and have a debate with Robertson, Pearson and
Murray, which was very interesting and engaging. It was a great
experience for the S3 pupils, given that they were going to
begin studying the play, but also for the older ones as well,
because it helped us sharpen our analytical and observational
skills., while broadening our experience of live theatre.

Overall, it was a great experience - very helpful and also a lot of
fun. Personally, I will definitely investigate going to the theatre
more as a result of this play! 

Mariana Duarte – S6 Drummond Community High School

DRUMMOND PUPILS EXPERIENCE ‘KES’ AT TRAVERSE
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Austrian Ski and Snowboard Trip
11th – 18th February

We have just returned from our trip to Axamer which is
situated in the magical Tirol mountains. The students had a
fantastic experience and all rated the holiday above 8 out of
10, the only draw back being it was not long enough. We
stayed in the hotel Dollinger which was a brisk walk from the
very pretty old town of Innsbruck. The food in the hotel was
tasty and plentiful. The rooms were clean and comfortable;
although not so tidy when our students unpacked!

We organised a full-on programme for the students and the
adults worked around the clock to ensure the students had the
best experience possible. This included quizzes, movies,
bowling, an ice hockey match, disco and swimming in an
outdoor pool. Not to forget we had skiing and snowboarding
lessons every day.

Every morning we travelled to the mountain resort of Lizum,
which was 2,500m above sea level, through outstanding
scenery. The snow was heavy on the trees and the road wound
up the mountain through many pretty snow covered villages.
We skied and snowboarded for 4 hours every day taking a
break to eat our lunch in a ski in and ski out hotel. This was the
original hotel we had booked, but we all agreed that our hotel
was much better and we looked forward to our bus journey

home to rest our aches and pains after a long day. 

The students all agreed the ice hockey match was a blast,
although the vuvuzelas were even louder in real life!
Swimming in a steaming outdoor pool with the view of the
mountains was a highlight. The students loved running
through the snow and jumping back in the pool to be pulled
around the rapid water if you could not hang on to the side.
Bowling night was exhausting as we went to a disco
afterwards. Great to see students dancing and having fun;
dancing seems to have changed a little, well a lot actually, from
my youth.

The pride I felt to see students at all levels skiing and
snowboarding high in the mountains through mist and
blizzards, sun and clouds was immense. No matter what fear
they endured they followed instructions and worked as teams
to make sure everyone was safe. 

Our Drummond students were constantly praised over their
behaviour and manners which made Mr Sharkey, Miss Barclay,
Mrs Hamilton, Miss Simpson and I proud to be their trip
organisers. 

Gillian Hemmings



Kenya
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The Exited Eight Go To Kenya
With the turn of the year, the excitement for the Kenya
group is hotting up. Five S5 students and three staff
members will take off for a visit to our partner schools in
Muthambi from the 12th to the 23rd June. They will
teach in the schools, work in classes with their Muthambi
friends and visit farms, markets and local events to see
how teenagers in Kenya live.

Over the past term, we have raised funds for our trip
through our Fairtrade Café, special entertainment and
sponsored events. This term we will continue supporting
school events with our café but also providing catering
for the 'Spring Fling Concert' featuring the Drummond
Big Band. We are still a bit short of money and due to the
economic downturn our usual sources of grant aid have
dried up. If any parent or member of the community
knows of any suitable funding sources please get in
contact with the school.

Partnership Projects
In S1, we have completed the first phase of some of the
projects that we set up last session. At the start of the
school year, students wrote about their experience of
their first day at Drummond. Our Kenyan partners are
currently writing about their very different experience
of leaving home for the first time to attend their
boarding school (the majority of Kenyan students board
as parents believe they will not be distracted by family
and farm commitments at home and can achieve better
grades). We will share these essays with our S1s next
term.

In Social Subjects S1s researched who in their opinion
were the ’Great Scots’ (alive or dead) with James Clerk
Maxwell coming out a clear winner! Another Edinburgh
school that were visiting Muthambi took out a selection
of the posters our students made and we hope to have
some ‘Great Kenyans’ posters returned to us soon.

This is the sixth year that Africa in Motion has been bringing films
about young people in Africa and the problems they face to the
public in Edinburgh. The main festival takes place in
October/November and this year we took students from S4-6 to
view Africa United, a film about the South African World Cup and
the journey that a group of young people made across Africa to
see it.

A new initiative this year is to take the festival out to younger 

children in schools across Edinburgh in February. Our S1 students
saw two films, ‘Where Do I Stand?’ , a film about how young
people coped with violent xenophobic attacks in South Africa and
‘Zebu and the Photofish’, a film about a young boy who goes into
business to raise funds for his mother’s malaria treatment.

The films were followed by workshops and discussions. We hope
to make both these events a regular feature in the school
calendar.

Africa in Motion

Math for Muthambi  
Last year with the help of the 51st Scottish Brigade, we
were able to ship 5,500 books out to our partner schools.

This year we have acquired sets of Maths textbooks, an
animal encyclopaedia (with thanks to Waverly Care) and
are currently collecting art materials (see Muthambi’s
Got Talent). A television, printer and curtains for the new
girls dormitory are also going out. The shipment should
leave at the end of March and arrive at Muthambi in
August/September. 

Please contact me if you have anything you would like
to donate.

Muthambi Primary School
receive books for their

Library

Muthambi Girls and
Deputy Head Teacher
Anne Paul receive
books for their Library
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Olu Odunsi welcomes you to 
“Taste of Africa’.

Taste of Africa Jollof Rice

All images taken from the website with owner’s permission. www.tasteofafricaedinburgh.co.uk

A Taste of Africa

Beef Suya
Spicy chargrilled beef with tomato and onion.
‘Without question, the best so far.’     ‘The chilli is really hot.’ 
‘Lethal, I’m struggling to breathe!’

Jerk Chicken
Chicken marinated in our own homemade jerk seasoning.
‘Spicy as hell!’    ‘Epically delicious.’    ‘Chicken with a wee nip.’

Steamed Fish (Croacker) Dinner
Seasoned and steamed, melts in the mouth. – ‘It’s true!’
‘Beautiful.’   ‘Gorgeous.’   ‘Really nice.’   ’Tastes of the smell of Deep
Sea World.’

Assorted Goat Meat Sauce
Goat, sauce, say no more.
‘Absolutely amazing, really strong.’

Fried Plantain
Giant banana! Yum-yum.
‘Really nice.’    ‘Like sweet potato.’   ‘Surprisingly good.’

Pounded Yam
African mash!
‘Like heavy mashed potato.’   ‘Great with the spinach.’

Jollof Rice
Fat rice with tomato and chilli.
‘Like risotto.’    ‘A bit of a kick.’

Palm Juice
‘A bit like lemon but not so bitter.’

Malt Drink
‘Sweet, thick.’    ‘Tastes like the stuff you put on roast ham.’

Puff Puff
A doughnut-like mix of flour, sugar and yeast, fried until golden.
‘Amazing.’    ‘Great way to end the meal.’

Furahieni chakula chenu!
(‘Bon appetite!’ in Kiswahili)

To prepare for our visit to Kenya, the group had a night out at the “Taste
of Africa’ restaurant at 187 Great Junction Street. British born Olu Odunsi’s
family hail from Nigeria and he was taught to cook by his grandmother,

who passed on to him all her original traditional recipes. We shared all of
the African classics and the students’ verdicts are listed below. Very
reasonably priced the restaurant is also BYOB for adult parties.

Message from Muthambi 
Some of you may remember meeting Felix Ndthoi, the head
boy at Muthambi Boys School, who visited us last June. He
has now left school and is hoping for good exam results.
Unfortunately unemployment among teenagers in Kenya is
worse than it is in Scotland and he is yet to find a job. He’s
interested in becoming a journalist and has volunteered to
work with our local newspaper ‘The Spurtle’ on articles about
life for young people in Kenya. We wish him success and look
forward to his articles.

Felix is now writing for The Spurtle
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Kenya
(continued)

People often lose hope when they try to achieve something but
don’t succeed. The greatest danger facing us today is not that of
dying without having achieved your dream, but of dying without
having dreamed at all. In my life, I have discovered that there are
two types of people who fail: those who did and never thought,
and those who thought but never did.

However, of greater concern are those who once dreamed of
great things, gathered the courage to pursue them but in the
process their dreams were blown away, by life circumstances and
tragedies. Their passion for success is now buried deep down
under their disappointments, because life has not been fair to
them. Life has taken more out of them than they have taken out
of life.

Some situations in life are simply unavoidable, but the truth of
the matter is that the more you live in denial, the more your
circumstances will keep on hurting you. Whatever your situation,

try and accept it – the truth is, you will feel relieved. It will allow
you to feel at peace with yourself and your environment more
than you ever have before.

Never despair in life, as there is always a way out of any 
circumstance for a willing heart. Life may not seem fair to you,
but remember, God is always fair. Life does not have to be perfect
for it to be wonderful. Being happy doesn’t mean that everything
is perfect; it means that you have decided to look beyond the
imperfections. No problem is unique - there will always be
someone who has experienced the same thing - and God will
not give you more than you can bear.

So whatever happens in your life, don’t be a pessimist. Be an
optimist: don’t dwell too much on what is gone; focus your
attention and time on what is left. Examine your heart and be
brave enough to let go of your problems, and you will make your
life a paradise.

Situations in Life

Maureen Kinya Kinyua
Muthambi Girls School

Muthambi’s Got Talent  
At Drummond, we are extremely lucky to have a
talented and enthusiastic Art Department who
regularly win awards and send students to Art
Colleges. In Kenya, they have a rich artistic heritage
but unfortunately Art is not one of the subjects taught
in school. It is, however, very popular with pupils and
we regularly receive drawings and painting from our
partner schools. The Deputy Head Teacher at
Muthambi Girl’s School has set up a ‘Talent Club’ that
will run during their recreation time and hopes to
build on the talent and enthusiasm that already exists.

Our Art department will assist teachers with skills and
project ideas and we are also collecting art materials
and books to get them started. 

We would be grateful for any art related materials that
we can find; sketch pads and paper, pens, pencils and
paints, books, postcards and pictures, craft and plastic
arts materials.

Can You Help?
If you assist us in any waywith grants or donations, pleasecontact Annie Scanlon: 

Email:admin@drummond.edin.sch.ukTel: 0131 556 2651

Masaai Warriors by 
Ednah Adams

Bluecat by 
Evone Ogongo
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Pink Ladies 5k Challenge
It’s not your usual lesson plan, but one group of schoolgirls have
been spending afternoon periods swotting up on training
schedules and fundraising plans.

Calling themselves ‘The Pink Ladies’, the 24 Drummond
Community High pupils have swapped jotters for jogging as they
train together for this year’s Race for Life.

For two periods a week the girls are joined by head teacher Norma
Prentice to jog around the school’s playground in the build-up to
the 5km charity run.

The programme is one of a number of innovative Wider
Achievement Opportunities (WAO) for first to fourth-years led by
the school.

Ms Prentice explained the concept, which was introduced by her
predecessor: “On Wednesdays years one to four are off-timetable
for the last two periods of the day and they all pick a WAO, which
can be things like dancing, skiing at Hillend and working towards
a Duke of Edinburgh Award. They do the option chosen for 20
weeks then pick again.

“I try to add credibility to them, so there’s recognition – most of
them have an end result. These girls’ achievement will be
completing the Race for Life and that will be acknowledged by a
certificate and goodie bag.

“They have picked to do the Race for Life as their WAO, that’s why
it’s just girls. I’m a passionate runner, I’ve run about 50 marathons
and I’m doing this year’s London Marathon, so I’ve been discussing
my own training with them, what to do and about how it feels.

“We’re focusing on the whole health and wellbeing aspect of
running. They’ve all got log books in which they write about how
far they’ve run, how they felt and what their target over the week
is going to be.

“Last week a lot of them said they felt very warm, despite it being
cold, and that they felt quite high and happy, which is good. We
want to encourage them to get outside, there are no fitness
requirements; the only criterion was that you had to be a girl.

“The fact that girls are often conscious about exercise is helpful.
Those that have picked it obviously want to keep healthy and to
increase their fitness levels, so they’re quite into training. ”

The Pink Ladies are now working on their fundraising efforts
ahead of June’s Race for Life in Holyrood Park, which raises money
and awareness for Cancer Research UK and is only open to women
and girls.

“I think they’re looking forward to it,” added Ms Prentice. “Most of

them have known somebody that’s had cancer, recovered from
cancer or died from cancer, so I think they could find it quite sad
on the day. But going along to such a big event is really very
special; none of them have really been part of something like that.

“Usually pupils are quite good at doing fundraising, they like doing
it. The next thing we’ll do is to get the team together and then
publicise what we’re doing to help raise the money.”

Ms Prentice, who has run for a variety of charities including the
Cystic Fibrosis Trust and Macmillan Cancer Support, is now
encouraging the group to recruit friends and family for the event,
and has invited fifth and sixth year pupils to join their ‘team’.

A number of the girls are also taking part in March’s Meadows
Marathon 5km race in preparation.

“The Meadows Marathon will give them the experience of a big
race. There will be fancy dress, food vans, music and family
participation, it’s not just that you go, do the 5km and leave.
There’s the warm up at the start, you’ve got everything that’s going
on and the goodie bags at the end,” said Ms Prentice.

“If it’s a nice day we can take a picnic along and talk about how we
feel after it as well. It’s not a serious race. A lot of people walk-run
it and that’s what they’re trying to do here.”

And most of the group are already raring to go. Third year pupil
Rebeka Jakab, 15, said: “Running is something I do anyway; I love
it, so 5km isn’t a big deal for me. I’ve done races before with my
running group and I’m doing a 10km in March as well as the
Meadows Marathon.”

Emma McCallum, 12, who is in first year, added: “My aunt’s fighting
cancer and my great gran died of cancer so I think it’s quite
important to do the Race for Life. I go to different fitness clubs after
school as well and it’s been fun training with the others.”

The Race for Life 5km and 10km will take place from 12pm in
Holyrood Park on June 17.

Courtesy of www.stv.tv
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Oliver!
The Showtime WAO at Drummond Community High School
is proud to announce its upcoming production of Oliver!
Come enjoy this vibrant musical on Wednesday and
Thursday evening, 20th and 21st of June.  We have a fantastic
group of over 30 students working hard as cast and crew to
make this a remarkable experience for all.  

The musical tells the story of the orphan Oliver and his
adventures in the big city.  Based on the novel by Charles
Dickens, this classic tale of friendship and hope, adventure
and hardship is sure to tug at your heartstrings, tickle your
fancy and put a spring in your step.  Don’t miss a chance to
see some of Drummond’s most talented students at their
best!

Tickets cost only £5 per person.  Show your support and
contact the school office today for tickets and more
information.

Technologies Open Evening
Thursday 17th May,
6:30-8:30

Following the success in recent years of the Literacy Open
Evenings, this year DCHS will open its doors on Thursday the
17th of May to showcase the use of technology to enhance
learning and teaching across the school. 

There will be workshops demonstrating the use of novel
technology, an explanation of the tracking and monitoring
systems used, catering from the Fairtrade cafe and a chance
to get hands-on with some of our equipment. 

Further details are available on the school website. 

DCHS Does Sport Relief 2012!
Drummond Community High School arranged a variety of
whole school activities with a view to raising money and
awareness for Sport Relief 2012.

During the week beginning the 19th of March, staff and
students took part in a variety of challenges and activities.

The Sport Relief Mile:
All students ran a mile for charity and were issued with
sponsorship forms to raise as much money as possible. There
were also Sport Relief sweatbands on sale to add to the grand
total.

The Sport Relief Bake-off:
Students and staff entered their best baking dish and
competed against each other to decide Drummond’s best
baker!

Just Dance/Band Hero:
Students and staff took part in active video game competitions
in order to win points for their house.

Staff Activities:
A lot of staff members paid to play in a variety of activities in
the PE department during lunchtime.

It was a fun-packed week where the whole school participated
in a variety of enjoyable activities. This event will not only raise
money for charity, but promote the importance of an active,
healthy lifestyle. Health and Wellbeing is a major focus in the
curriculum and we believe this week has demonstrated that
activity can be enjoyable and raise physical fitness and self-
esteem.

Young Ambassador
Success
Chanelle Martin, one of our young
ambassadors, has been accepted as part
of the Edinburgh Young Ambassadors
Games Maker 2012 Team, which is made
up of 16 young ambassadors from
across the city. The team will volunteer
at the Paralympics in London later this
year.

This is an amazing achievement for Chanelle (16) as she had to fill
out a lengthy application just to be selected for the Edinburgh
team. The panel made up of active schools and Edinburgh leisure
staff could only pick 16 from the many applicants and were
impressed with Chanelle’s application.  

The selected pupils then had to go to a gruelling 12 hour
interview process in London in December, to find out whether
the team would be selected to attend the Paralympics.  The
feedback was fantastic and they were accepted. The team will
volunteer at the sitting volleyball championships.  This is an even
more special achievement as they will be the only Scottish
Games Maker Team at the Paralympics.

Chanelle will be involved in various events and training courses
between March and August, some of which are in Edinburgh and
some in London, including supporting the school games in
London on 8th May.  As a school we are very proud of Chanelle’s
achievements, and will support her in every way we can, and as
a mentor, I’m extremely proud of her great attitude and
commitment and look forward to supporting her in the year
ahead. Good Luck, Chanelle ! 

To be part of this great project, Chanelle needs to find additional
sponsorship and fundraising to support her travel and
accommodation whilst in London. If you have any fundraising
ideas or indeed you are a local business and would like to offer
some sponsorship/help to Chanelle, please get in touch.

I can be contacted via email: nicola.barclay@ea.edin.sch.uk

Nicola Barclay (Active Schools Co-ordinator)
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