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DRUMMOND
Community High School Newsletter

Welcome to this edition of our Newsletter and a special
welcome to the parents of our new first year pupils. Staff
have been impressed by our hard working and

enthusiastic S1.  

We received our best ever S4 SQA results and we are confident
this trend will continue. We improved by 26% in the 3 levels by
which schools are monitored. I thank you and all my staff for
their dedication and hard work over the past session.  

In order to maintain this improvement I have been talking to our
senior students to find out how we can best support them. We
will continue to monitor and track and support our pupils in
order to continually improve.

The graphs below show how our attainment has improved at 2
key benchmarks for our S4 students.

The first graph shows
improvement over 6 years in
those students attaining 5 or
more awards at SCQF (Scottish
Curriculum Qualifications
Framework) Level 3 or more.  This
is the equivalent of an Access 3 or
Foundation Standard Grade
Level.

The second graph shows
improvement over 6 years in
those students attaining 5 or
more awards at SCQF (Scottish
Curriculum Qualifications
Framework) Level 4 or more.  This
is the equivalent of an
Intermediate 1 or General
Standard Grade Level.

Attainment at the third key
benchmark for S4 (5 awards at level 5) remained steady, but we
are sure this will improve as well following the results of appeals.

I thank all parents for their support in working with us to bring
out the best in our pupils.  For further details of these fantastic
results, please see the article on attainment in this newsletter or
visit our website.

Staffing
In the summer we said farewell to 2 of our
longest serving members of staff - Kate
Langley (Additional Support for Learning)
and Tom Spalding (Modern Studies).  Both
have been outstanding members of staff
.We will miss them and wish them an active
and enjoyable retirement.

Uniform
Pupils continue to arrive at school looking smart and prepared
for learning in uniform and again thank you to parents for your
support.  All pupils now wear a collar and tie and the expectation
is that a blazer should be worn in senior school (S5 and S6).  A
few pupils continue to give cause for concern by wearing
brightly coloured hooded tops and large headphones. Both are
not uniform and will be temporarily confiscated if worn. I stress
these pupils are in the minority.

• School Improvement Plan 2012/2013

Our School Improvement Plan continues to focus on CALM. 

• Curriculum - Planning for the senior phase within
Curriculum for Excellence.

• Attainment /Achievement -Continue to raise attainment
and promote wider achievement.

• Learning and Teaching - Raise the standard of teaching in
all classrooms from good to very good.

• Meeting Learners’ Needs -  Promote equality and meet the
needs of all of our learners in achieving a positive and
sustained destination.

We are keen to involve parents in every area of our improvement
plan. If you are interested in being part of a group please get in
touch.
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Welcome From the Headteacher

Senior Students
We are pleased to say that our Senior Students have been keen to contribute to the life of the Drummond Community by

volunteering for a number of important roles across the school.  The Senior Student Roles and Responsibilities for 2012 – 2013 are:
Head Boy/Girl: Ikram Choudhury & Esme Manclark   Deputes: Keiran Masih & Chanelle Martin

Annandale Captain: Hannah Sives    Bellevue Captain: Martin MacMillan    Claremont Captain: Lauren Preston
Prefects:

Haadyia Arshad, Martin MacMillan, Alison Dickson, William McGuigan, Stephanie Phillips, Dionne Phillip, Hannah Sives, Saloni Vyas,
Sean Hanglin, Connor Reed, Amy Jarvie, Connor Thomson, Mark Buckingham, Connor Wells, Abby Langton, Abigail Lamb,

Courtney Russell-Hall, Connor Speedie     

 

Norma Prentice
Headteacher

As a Community School either myself or a
Depute is available between 6.00pm and
7.30pm, Monday to Thursday. Please pop in
during these times if you would like to
discuss any aspect of your child’s learning
at Drummond or if you just want to find out
more about the school.
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Hospitality Trip to the
Royal Highland Show
During Hospitality class our teachers organised an exciting trip
to the Royal Highland Show. We went at the end of June and
were out of school for the whole day. We all got the bus to the
Royal Highland Show. Once we all arrived there I couldn’t
believe how many people were actually at the Royal Highland
Show. People had to wait in a long queue and the cost to get
in was very expensive but our school got in quicker because
we got a special deal.

When we beat the queues and finally got into the Royal
Highland Show we split up and we agreed that we would all
meet back at a certain place and time but before that our
teachers had booked two shows. The first one was about
animal produce and the second one we unfortunately missed
as we couldn’t find the venue, so we went to a range of free
shows which were on offer and they were all  informative. The
animal produce show displayed where our fresh meat comes
from and also we got to see live pigs, sheep and cows which
was fascinating because I had never seen live pigs before.

We all took part in a quiz and every question that was
answered correctly you had the opportunity to win a t-shirt.
The quiz was very interesting because I learned something
new about animal produce. Nearly everyone in the hospitality
class got to meet the famous chef Ainslie Harriet and we got
his autograph and our photo taken with him.  Meeting Ainslie

Hungry For Justice
Conference
5th September 2012
The Hungry for Justice conference that we participated in a
few weeks ago was really interesting for the S5 and S6
students who attended. For example we learnt that every
hour 300 children die of hunger, one in three deaths in
children are caused by malnutrition, and one half of children
under the age of 5 in developing countries are
undernourished. During the day we all got split into 3 or 4

groups and we got a chance to talk to some people from a
variety of organisations that were involved in trying to help
countries overseas to develop. These organisations; The Vine
Trust, Christian Aid, Blythswood Care and Tear Fund go over
to Africa, South America and Europe to build houses and
schools and to teach children in primary schools. We also
heard from dieticians and nutritionists at Aberdeen about the
effects of malnutrition.

Over all I thought that the conference was really good and I
learnt a lot from it. It made me think about all the amazing
things I have that some children in countries don’t have, and
by helping one of these organisations it will help improve a
child’s life in another part of the world. 

Recycle School Uniform
As you will be aware, at Drummond we strongly promote

and encourage pupils to wear school uniform.  However, for
a variety or reasons we have to provide items of uniform on
loan to pupils on a daily basis.  Our stocks are now very low
and we would like to appeal to you to send in any items of
school uniform that you may still have in your cupboards
but no longer require.  We are looking for black or white

shirts/blouses, black skirts and trousers (not jeans) and black
shoes or trainers.  If you can help, please hand school

uniform clothing items into the main office and these will be
passed on to our Welfare Department for emergency use

throughout the school.  Thank you. 

Harriet would be my personal highlight of the trip. I had never
expected to meet a famous chef who I would normally see on
the television.

The Royal Highland show was full of surprises. There was free
face painting, food tasting, shops, stalls, animals on display
and freebies. The Royal Highland show was packed with things
to keep us occupied. There was a massive food hall but only
our teachers found it! Everyone else couldn’t find it but from
our teachers’ point of view everyone who didn’t go missed out
big time. The only bad thing I could really say about our trip
was that we had to leave, I think I speak on behalf of all the
Hospitality class, it was a great day out.  It is definitely a place
everyone would love to go back to but make a point of finding
the food hall!

By Kevin Paterson
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Easy Fundraising for
Drummond Community
High School
Thanks to our Parent Council we have found a simple, no
effort and no cost method of raising funds for Drummond
Community High School.  

We have registered with the easyfundraising website and
if we can get our supporters to use their link to access
online shopping our school will receive a free cash
donation every time.  Anyone - whether parents, carers,
staff or your friends and family - can register to support
Drummond in this simple way.  To register, please visit the
following website.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/drummondhigh

In addition to the above, if you use easyfundraising as your
search engine you will generate funds for the school every
time you search!  Easysearch is powered by Bing and
Yahoo.  If you would like to support us in this way please
go to http://drummondhigh.easysearch.org.uk where you
will find more information on this service.

Funds raised directly by the school can help us to enhance
the whole school experience and our Parent Council
currently works tirelessly to assist with this.  It would be
greatly appreciated if you would consider joining in with
the above and support Drummond Community High
School.  Thank you.

An excellent attendance record can only improve the
learning outcomes for our young people. It is no coincidence
that those students who do exceptionally well in their exams,
also have a fantastic attendance and punctuality record.  It is
our aim during the 2012-2013 session to raise the profile of
Attending to Achieve.  Last session we improved rigour and
systems for monitoring attendance and as a result there was
some improvement in figures. Drummond's overall
attendance for the session 2011 - 2012 was 91% which is just
below the city average.  We are determined though, to
improve this figure even more and encourage all students to
improve attendance with the support of parents and carers.

Those students who achieve 100% attendance every month
will be rewarded through positive referrals and letters home.
There will also be prizes given for 100% attendance.

Any student that falls below 90% attendance will receive a
warning letter home as we are absolutely determined to give
earlier warnings of concern this session. Any student with an
attendance rate of below 90% is missing around 3 hours of
school each week.  Multiply that by 39 weeks and that's 117
hours of learning and teaching missed over the session.

In some cases we will know that exceptional circumstances
may have lead to a low attendance rate and in these cases
warning letters will not be sent home.

We ask all parents and carers to support the school in this
drive to raise achievement and attainment through
improved attendance and would welcome any further ideas
and suggestions from across our community as to how this
can be fully realised this session.

CFE Update
This is an exciting and challenging time for schools with the
implementation of the new 3-18 curriculum "A Curriculum for
Excellence".  DCHS has been making plans for this change for
some time and this year has seen many of our plans come into
action. 
We have been working hard to establish the junior phase (S1-S3)
and senior phase (S4-S6.)
This session’s S3 will continue with their broad general education
with aspects of personalisation and choice provided across all
curricular areas.  This will allow students to develop their skills in a
wide range of subjects, gain knowledge, be challenged and
experience progression in their learning.  
At the end of S3, with the support of Pupil Support Leaders
(formerly Guidance,) subject teachers and Parents/Carers, pupils
will make choices as to the subject that they would like to study in
S4. In S4 they will be entered for the new SQA examinations.  
This year’s S4 will be the last year to sit Standard Grade Exams
which will be replaced with the new National Examination for S4-
S6 students.  We will keep you up to date with developments in
school as they happen, but if you would like any further details
the Education Scotland website has up to date information for
Teachers, Parents and Students.
Please contact Sharon Gibson, Cian O'Doherty or Lindsey Stroud if
you have any questions or would like any additional information
about Curriculum for Excellence at Drummond.   
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/thecurriculum/

Wednesday afternoons at Drummond provide our S2, S3 and S4
students with opportunities to choose activities which enhance their
knowledge and understanding within particular curricular areas.

In Technologies, Mr O'Doherty and Mr Cockburn are running a
Construction Skills activity, which is a 'Skills for Work' Intermediate 1
course.  A group of around 20
students are finding out more
about specific techniques in
construction and the photos
here show them developing
painting skills.  Feedback from
both the students and the staff
involved so far has been
extremely positive.

Construction Skills

Attendance
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Drummond Community High School’s partnership with
Muthambi Boys and Girls Schools in Kenya received a
huge boost this summer with the visit of 4 senior

students and three staff from Drummond. A lot of hard work
and support from local organisations including local
newsletter, the Broughton Spurtle, resulted in this ten day visit.

After a long flight we arrived in Nairobi where we met up with
our Kenyan friends for a brief stop and visit to the Sheldrick
Elephant Orphanage which rears then releases elephants that
have lost their mothers due to ivory poaching which is
unfortunately on the increase in Kenya. A four-hour journey
north brought us to our schools at the foot of mount Kenya.

It is always a great pleasure to see old friends again and to see
all the improvements that have been happening in our partner
schools. This year the girls school has a new bakery employing
a fulltime baker who produces 300 loafs a day for the school
(rations are half a loaf a day) plus enough to sell to the local
community. The profit can be used in school for more
improvement projects. In the boys school the new library
building is complete but is at present being used as a
classroom until sufficient funds are available for fixtures and
fittings. The old library is still being operated by the boys with
books that we have sent out from Drummond.

Our students delivered lessons to a number of classes on a
wide variety of topics including: a photo discussion on life in
Edinburgh as a teenager, a demonstration of origami, a lecture
on Scottish Government, plus a talk and demonstration on
porridge (see photo).  The Kenyan students are all used to
porridge, a sweet brown ‘sludge’ which tastes much better
than it looks, but ‘Scottish porridge was a new experience. At

Kenya
the girls school they have limited Home Science resources (3
cookers!) but Ailis McGuinness a Hospitality student at
Drummond made Oatmeal Cookies with the girls. It was a bit
more difficult at the boys school where they don’t teach Home
Science. Unperturbed, Ailis set up her ‘kitchen’ in the science
lab using Bunsen burners and tripods instead of cookers! The
boys produced a good ‘porridge’ and once the word had got
round the school we went from a class of 40 up to hundreds
and they all wanted a taste of the ‘Scottish porridge’.

The staff introduced the Kenyan students to the solar system,
similes and metaphors in English and snow, complete with
‘fake snow’, which could be formed into snowballs to throw at
teachers!

During a series of joint meetings we were able to strengthen
some of the existing projects while planning new ones. This
year we will be working on a joint project between the science
departments on food and sustainability which will include
comparing diets, growing potatoes and looking at problems
caused by global warming.

The visit was also a great education for our own students and
staff included visits to local farms to harvest tea and coffee, a
community run tea factory, local markets, a wildlife reserve
and meeting local people and elephants!

We start this term with younger students in the Kenya Group
who will be taking part in projects and raising funds for a
return visit by our Kenyan partners in June 2013.

Annie Scanlon

Kenya Partnership Co-ordinator

If you would like more
information on the Sheldrick

Elephant Orphanage see their
website @

www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org

If you would like to know more
about the Kenya Partnership
or can help in any way please

contact annie.scanlon@
drummond.edin.sch.uk

One of the paths in the Boys School campus has been renamed. The
Drummond High Way! From left to right Hollie Higgins, Saloni Vyas,
Jamal Kane (wearing his Drummond blazer and Muthambi tie), Ailis

McGuinness and Martin Macmillan 

Ailis demonstrates the art of porridge making.

Scots Porridge Oats travels to Kenya



House Competition

Science Appeal
We are fortunate in that our Kenya Partnership is supported by the Army
who give us any spare space in their transport ships to send out much
needed educational resources. We are constantly collecting
books, stationary and equipment. This year we are targeting
science equipment. As you can see from the photo this is
much needed. If you have any contacts with laboratories or
scientific suppliers we would be grateful for any contacts or
donations. The shipments usually go out to Kenya in
March/April every year. 

If you would like to donate any of the above or can help us
out in any way please contact
admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk or Tel: 0131 556 2651
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The Kenyans are
Coming…June 2013

This term sees a new group of S4 and S5 students joining
the Kenyan Group. They will be relying on the experience of

the S6 students who over the past two years have hosted
students from our partner schools Muthambi Boys and Girls

and visited them in June this year (see article on p4).

This group will be working hard this year on joint projects in
English and Science and also raising funds for a return visit

by Kenyan students and teachers in June 2013 before
setting out themselves in June 2014.

Their first big fundraising event will be
The Media Café

Saturday 10th November 2012
10am – 1pm

Free entry

A sale of donated books, comics, vinyl, CD’s, DVD’s,
videos and computer games.

Plus café, live music and DJ ‘Spicy’.

We hope this will be a fun event for all the family and we
are looking for donations of the above items.

This year we are running numerous Inter House Competitions
to develop House Identity across the school.  
Points awarded to successful students will contribute to
House totals which will determine an overall winner at the
end of the session. The winning House will then not only
receive the House trophy but a day of fun activities with their
peers and teachers.
The following competitions have been organised for the
coming year:-
AUGUST
- Health and Wellbeing- Whole school sports day- House

winners were Claremont!
OCTOBER
- Language and Literacy- S2 poetry competition. 
- Health and Wellbeing- Inter house football competition, all

years.
- Numeracy/Technologies- Weighing and Measuring

competition.
NOVEMBER
- Social Subjects- S1 Great Scot solo talk’s competition.
- Health and Wellbeing- Anti-Bullying competition. Theme is

“What bullying means to me”. All years.
- Health and Wellbeing- Inter house basketball competition,

all years.
DECEMBER
- Expressive Arts- S1/2 Art competition. Theme is “Festive”.
FEBRUARY
Social Subjects/Technologies- S1 Design competition. Theme
is “Design a board game about Scotland”.
- Numeracy- Pi day competition S1.
- Senior phase competition- Excellence in Prelim

performance.
In addition Aspire points will be awarded for the following:-
AUGUST – JUNE
- Expressive Arts- Music practice. Students will be awarded an

Aspire point in Music for attending voluntary break/lunch
time practices.                                       

- Health and Wellbeing- Students will be awarded an Aspire
point for attending after school sports clubs.

- Technologies- students will be awarded Aspire points for
attending after school study and catch up sessions.

We hope that you will encourage your child or children to
participate in as many of the above competitions in the
coming year.

Quilt Making Group
This picture was taken by Angela Warm Hearts Quilting

Group at Porthaven Care Home where a quilt was made for
every resident (44 of them) at the request of Ms Lambert and

the senior students. This was only made possible with
funding from The Post Code Lottery
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Weighing and Measuring Week
Monday 8th - Friday 12th October
Pupils across the school took part in a variety of activities
and lessons based around the theme of "Weighing and
Measuring". This was organised to emphasise the important
transferable skills learned in maths, but used in every subject
in the school. 
FCT organised an excellent quiz and treasure hunt for S1
pupils.  Maths created a display of visual perception
challenges and optical illusions and S6 prefects ran a variety
of competitions at break and lunch time to find
"Drummond's Biggest...". This involved teachers and pupils
alike vying to have the heaviest bag, the longest hair, the
largest feet and the longest stride and was great fun for all
involved. Pupils who took part in all of these competitions
also earned points for their school houses.
Within the classroom, lessons were planned which
highlighted the use of weighing and measuring within the
context of different subjects. 
The work done here will be used to create a "Weighing and
Measuring Wall", emphasising how and where weighing and
measuring is used and why it is so important. The hope is
that the success of this week can be repeated throughout
the year for different maths and numeracy topics.

Open Evening
We held a very successful Open Evening on Tuesday 9th
October 2012.  The photos here show our own Drummond
students leading learning across the school and
demonstrating activities to pupils and parents who were keen
to find out more about Drummond.  We are so proud of all
those Drummond students that
volunteered for the evening -
they were magnificent and were
the best 'advert' any school
could wish for!

We are very pleased to say that Drummond's Exam Results in
2012 were the best they have been for a long while. There has
been a big push over the last session to improve attainment
outcomes for our young people and with the hard work and
effort of students and staff, great success has been achieved.
The list of achievements mean that there are too many to
mention all here, but listed below are a few highlights of pre-
appeal statistics.
Our figures for those S4 students achieving 5 or more exam
passes at Standard Grade Credit/Intermediate 2 Level
remained at 19%, but there was a need to improve the
number of students who by the end of S4 have 5 or more
exam qualifications at Standard Grade Foundation
Level/Access 3 or higher.  Last year 79% of our students
achieved this, but the figure rose to 92% this year!
There was a need to improve the number of students who by
the end of S4 have 5 or more exam qualifications at Standard
Grade General/Intermediate 1 level or higher.  Last year 60%
of our students achieved this, but this figure rose to 73% this
year!
There was a need to improve the number of students leaving
school at S6 with 3 or more Higher Exams.  last year 20% of
students achieved this, but this figure rose to 28% this year!
All other benchmark statistics for the 2012 exams remained
constant and we look forward to improving our results even
more next year.
Some other highlights included:
Wonderful results in Hospitality, where all 14 students entered
for the Intermediate 2 exam received grade A.
Great results in Intermediate 1 Biology with 3 grade A and 8
grade B.
Intermediate 2 Graphic Communication with 6 grade A for the
11 entered.
Jack Shearer achieved a grade A in Advanced higher Graphic
Communication.
Drama featured passes at Higher for all the students entered.

All students entered for Intermediate 2 History passed with
grade A or B.
Intermediate 2 Maths featured 3 grade A and 5 grade B.
Intermediate 1 Physical Education had 36 students entered
and all passed with 22 grade A and 11 grade B!
Intermediate 2 Physical Education had 20 students entered
and all passed with 5 grade A and 13 grade B.
All 9 students entered for Product design passed at Higher.
Intermediate 1 Art featured 5 grade A and 6 grade B.
Intermediate 2 Art had 18 students with all passing and 11
achieving grade A!
All Art students at Higher level passed their exam.
3 students achieved Advanced Higher Art.
Higher Music featured 3 grade A passes from 6 students.
All of the students entered for Intermediate 1 and 2 English
passed including 3 A grades in INT 1 and 3 in INT 2.
Standard Grade Computing featured all 26 students passing
with 9 at Credit and 17 at General level.
Standard Grade Craft and design featured all 19 students
passing with 9 at Credit and 10 at General Level.
Standard Grade Drama featured 17 students passing with 13
at Credit and 4 at General Level.
Standard Grade English featured 19 Credit passes with all but
2 others achieving General passes out of 97 entries.
Standard Grade French featured 14 Credit passes.
Standard Grade Geography featured 7 Credit passes.
Standard Grade History featured 17 Credit passes.
Standard Grade Home Economics featured 18 Credit and 21
General passes.
In Maths 98% of all students achieved an award at Standard
Grade Foundation/Access 3 or higher.
Standard grade Modern Studies featured 8 Credit passes.
Standard Grade Music featured 13 Credit passes.
Standard grade Physics featured 8 Credit passes.

Attainment and Achievement
Fabulous 2012 Exam Results for our Students!
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On the 6th and 7th September 2012 our year group travelled to
Wiston Lodge just outside the town of Biggar in South
Lanarkshire.  The morning we left, we were all buzzing and
raring to go (we might have packed too many things than we
really needed!).  The journey itself was really interesting.  On
our way to the lodge, the landscape was breathtaking, filled
with rolling hills. The building itself was once a hunting lodge
and was later turned into a hospital for sick children.  The food
was very nice and it was mostly all homemade ranging from
lentil soup to baked potatoes.  During our first day, we
participated in ice-breaking team-building activities which
helped to boost our communication skills and trust in one
another.
In the evening, we did a rotation of climbing and archery.
These activities were a major success all round with many of
the year managing to climb on top of the wooden pole which
stands 30-40ft tall and a number of people acting like Robin
Hoods hitting the bulls-eye.  To finish off the day’s activities we
all gathered at a fire under a tepee hut where a few of the
group shared some ghost stories.  Two of those stories were
related to apparent incidents that happened at the Lodge.
Walking back to the lodge through the woods in the dark was
very spooky indeed (lucky we brought torches with us).  At
night it feels like you are re-living The Blair Witch Project, not
only just after hearing the stories but also because in the dark,
you can’t see more than a few feet in front of you.
One of the stories related to the room down at the very end of
the corridor on the top floor.  Room 10, supposedly haunted by
a nurse.  Initially, one of the teachers was meant to be staying
in that room but two of the boys volunteered to sleep in the

room instead.  It wasn’t easy to get some sleep that night no
thanks to one person but I won’t mention any names (Mr Kelly,
PE Dept). It didn’t help either when some of us were awoken to
the sound of one of the people sleeping in Room 10 screaming.
Apparently he had a special encounter.  He said that he would
“never go back into that room again.”
The following morning included another rotation of climbing
and archery with some canoeing thrown into the mix.  Some
managed to stay dry but some unfortunately 'accidently'
capsized their canoe. However, who’s going to believe that
story?
Before we came back to Drummond, we made time for a group
photograph, to help remember what we brought to Wiston
Lodge and what we would take back with us.  It was
unanimous among our year group that we felt that the one
night’s stay wasn’t enough.  A lot of us would have liked to stay
a week even though it wasn’t possible.  We really wished we
could have stayed longer.  But with a little “Kumbaya” we were
heading home. 
From our year, we would like to thank Mr Kelly from PE and Mrs
Tindall from English for coming along and sharing our
experience.  We also would want to thank Ms McLean for
listening to us and organising this opportunity at our request.
All in all, this was a very enjoyable experience for us and we
encourage future years to not pass up this once in a lifetime
experience. From this, we’ve started to talk to others that we
never talked to that much before.  It doesn’t feel much like a
year group anymore, it feels like a family.
Mark Buckingham

The Vine Trust
The Vine Trust is an international charity formed
in Edinburgh. In 2010 it started working in
Tanzania and Peru. It provides medical care and
education to poor people who cannot afford
health care or school. It works to help other
people's lives. The barge in Leith helps us to
understand what life is like in Peru and Tanzania.
On the barge (a ‘floating’ headquarters) we went
to the private cinema and watched a short film
about the Vine Trust and saw what home is like
to street kids.
Cameron Mitchell S4

The ‘Bonnie Lads and Lassies’
Lands in Leith

On a sunny Wednesday 22nd August 2012,in contrast to the weather which
met Maria Stuart upon her arrival on 19th August a few hundred years

previously, S1 French Pupils from Drummond Community High School went
on the trail of Mary Queen of Scots: When did she arrive? Why did she have

to leave? Why did she decide to return to Scotland? What sports did she
enjoy?

Annie Scanlon our school librarian led the tour including the Links and
Lamb House, providing us with a lively, detailed, visual account of Mary 's

early life and the significance of Leith in her life story. This will help the
pupils prepare their project on Mary Queen of Scots which they will

ultimately complete in the French language. 
Susan Towers, Modern Langauges

Wiston Lodge (S6 Residential)



Health & wellbeing is a big part of life at Drummond & we
always like to hear of & celebrate news of our pupils sporting
Achievements.  You can let us know of your child’s sporting
achievements by emailing Nicola.Barclay@ea.edin.sch.uk and
we can share them with the school community.  
Nicola Barclay  Active Schools Co-ordinator

the stadium.  It was truly inspirational to see the incredible
enthusiasm amongst so many of our students.
The CDT Department made a special podium for the
occasion and medals ceremonies took place at the end of
each series of events, with 'Chariots of Fire' booming from
the PA system.
A truly memorable morning and
huge congratulations to the athletes
of Claremont House who came out
on top at the end of the event.
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Sports Day 2012
Due to the rain before the summer holiday, we were unable
to hold our usual Sports Day event at Warriston Playing fields
this year.  PE staff were determined to make sure the event
was rescheduled though and a decision was made for this
important event to be held at Meadowbank Stadium instead.
So, on Friday 31st August, the very first DCHS Meadowbank
Sports Day was held and what an amazing success it was.  It
was obvious to see how much the Olympic spirit had
influenced our young people, who were excited by the
prospect of running in a real athletics stadium. There were
60m sprints, 400m races, high jump and relay races too. There
was fierce competition between the three School Houses -
Annandale, Bellevue and Claremont.  With athletes wearing
bibs in their house colours, audience participation was at an
all time high as students and staff in the stands cheered on
the competitors.
There were opportunities for all students to join in with
exercise as time was given for some fun on the inflatable
activities brought into the stadium.  What was interesting to
note though, was how the students used this time to instead
organise their own races and long jump competition within

DRUMMOND SPORTS LEADERS 
As part of the WAO programme last school year, a group of 19
S3 & S4 Students undertook the Sports leader UK, Level 1
Junior Sports leader Award, ran by our Active Schools Co-
ordinator.  This gave participants the chance to learn & develop
leadership skills through sport.  Of the 19 students 12 achieved
the full award and the other 7 gained units in leadership.    
The pupils got to go out and work with Primary 5 children from
2 of our feeder Primaries, Broughton & Leith Walk, teaching
them different sports games and activities.  The Sports leaders
also assisted local Rugby Development Officer Iain
Berthinussen (BATS Rugby Club) with our Primary 5 Cluster
Rugby Festival.  Thanks go to our Feeder Primaries & BATS for
supporting us with the course. 
Congratulations to them all on their achievement.  The 12
Pupils who achieved the full award were;
Sunny Singh Murray Dickson
Lee Fleming Sanjay Singh
Jordan Ma Ivo Andrade
Ryan McNulty Haris Aslam
Nadia Elbekhti Anton Gashi
Joshua Koukpaki Adam Teggart

YOUNG SPORTS AMBASSADORS PROGRAMME
Drummond has again opted into the Young Ambassadors
Programme for 2012-13.  This programme is a partnership
between Edinburgh Council, Edinburgh Leisure & Youth Sport
Trust and sponsored by Adidas; which gives two S5 Pupils from
each High School in Edinburgh the chance to become Sporting
Ambassadors for their School & community. 
We held interviews for our new Ambassadors in August 2012.
The standard of applicants was extremely high, and the
decision was a difficult one to make. However we are pleased
to announce the successful Students are Corrie McKenzie &
Mark Reynolds.  Corrie is a talented dancer whilst Mark’s talents
lie in football. They both describe themselves as active and
enthusiastic individuals.  We wish Corrie & Mark good luck in
their roles this year; and we are sure they will be fantastic role
models for our pupils! 

Corrie McKenzie & Mark Reynolds
(Drummond Young Sports
Ambassadors 2012-13)
We have had some real success
stories with pupils who have
participated in this programme over the last few years.  Ryan
Ma, one of our first Young Ambassadors, is currently in his
second year at Telford College studying his HND Sports
Coaching and has returned to Drummond (alongside fellow
former pupil, Callum Vardy) to coach our S1/2 pupils at
Basketball & Football through Active Schools Edinburgh.
In addition to this, Senior Young Ambassador & Deputy Head
Girl, Chanelle Martin, has just returned from volunteering at the
Paralympics in London as part of the Edinburgh Young Games
Maker Team. Chanelle was part of a team of 16 Edinburgh
pupils who volunteered at the Sitting Volleyball competition.
The team were awarded a special award by GB volleyball &
were given the great honour of being the Volunteers on-court
at the Men’s Gold Medal Match.  
Congratulations to Chanelle on representing Drummond &
Edinburgh so well! 

CRICKET
S5 Pupil Haris Aslam has been reselected for the City of
Edinburgh Schools Cricket Academy for 2012-2013, which is
part of the wider City of Edinburgh Council Schools Sports
Academy. The Cricket Program is the largest of the Academy
sports. There are currently 35 athletes involved in 3 different
levels of program with cricketers ranging from p6 to s6.  
In addition to this Haris also represented Scotland at u15/u17
level in the 2012 season.  
Congratulations to Haris on his re-selection for the academy &
on representing his country, an achievement to be proud of. 

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT AT DRUMMOND




