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DRUMMOND
Community High School Newsletter

Dear Parents

We are already half way through our busy winter
term. Our S4, 5 & 6 students have only 5 more
weeks of teaching before their SQA exams. In this
newsletter I enclose an updated timetable of extra support
classes. We will support our young people where ever possible
and encourage them to put in extra effort at this important time.

Our S1 to S3 continue to engage in their learning, and evaluation
of Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) is so far very positive.  If any
parent wishes to discuss the CfE curricular changes, please make
an appointment or pop in between 6.00pm and 7.30pm,
Monday to Thursday when either myself or one of my Deputes
will be available to answer any queries.

If parents of primary students wish to visit,
I strongly advise they make an
appointment for a tour during the school
day. I am sure they will be impressed by the
calm atmosphere and pupils engaged in
their learning.
Please continue to use our School website
as a way of keeping in touch with what is
going on in the school. Just released and now on our website is
the draft Vision Statement from the Children and Families
Department.  Any feedback on this can be given directly through
the Website.
I thank all parents for their continued support and hope you
enjoy the latest edition of our Newsletter.

Jan 2013 Issue 7

Welcome From the Headteacher

Construction Challenge Final
In January a group of ten S2 pupils selected through the CDT
department competed at the Final of the Construction and Built
Environment Challenge, held at the Edinburgh Corn Exchange.

The event, run by a number of further education centres and
industry bodies from within the construction sector, offered
pupils an excellent opportunity to work with professionals and
apply in new contexts their learning and skills developed in
CDT, and a number of other curriculum subjects.

The pupils had already performed excellently to win their heat
in October, and qualify to compete against other schools from
across the Lothians at the final. 

Despite not claiming the trophy they were placed in the top 8
out of 80 competing schools. The pupils involved represented
Drummond very well, an our congratulations go to them:
Kieran Brown, David Douglas, Carys Duffy, Hamza Elhag, Mia
Fulton, Nikita Graham, Nisha Kaur, Emma McCallum, Andrew
Steele, Josie Swift.  

 

Norma Prentice
Headteacher



page 2

JASS!
Junior ACTIVITy society Scotland otherwise known as
‘JASS’ has four main parts; Get Active Stay Active, My
Interests, Adventure and Me and My World. At this
moment in time most first years have completed their
‘Get Active Stay Active’ which is the first section of
JASS, however others have moved towards ‘My
Interests.’ 

During the ‘Get Active Stay Active’ section we are
expected to make a project on a chosen sport which
we enjoy, if we do not have/do a sport, we do our
project on Rugby which we have been doing in WAO
(Wider Achievement Opportunity,) on Wednesday
afternoons for several hours. All our JASS work will be
recognised with either a Bronze, Silver or a Gold  

We really enjoy discovering more about our chosen
topics and have learnt more about researching using
the internet, knowledge and books. We have also
learnt that people around us enjoy the same activities
as us, but others have different interests. 

In each activity we have a new teacher they are Mr
Smith, Miss Thomson, Ms Packwood and Mrs
Hemmings.They help us throughout the sessions and
teach us new life skills. Mr Smith teaches us rugby,
Miss Thomson teaches us social skills, Ms Packwood
teaches us about fair-trade and society and Mrs
Hemmings teaches us computer and online skills.

By Katherine Dempsie, Freya O’Brien and Alex
McLennan (S1)

Angela from the Warm Hearts Quilting
Group made a quilt for every
resident at Porthaven Care Home as

a result of the request from Susan Lambert
and some of her pupils involved in the S6
Older Persons’ Project. This was only made
possible with funding from The Post Code
Lottery

The photo includes Angela, S6 students,
residents and staff from the care home.

The S6 Intergenerational project won £75
which will be used for funding activities at
Porthaven Care Home. 

‘Happy Monday’ 
Alternative Week Timetable

We are operating an alternative week timetable the first week back
after the February holiday. This means that on Wednesday, 20th

February the pupils will be following a Monday timetable.

All pupils have been informed and reminded to bring
appropriate equipment.

All S4 pupils and S2 pupils will need to bring PE kit on
Wednesday, 20th February.

The other days are unaffected and a normal timetable will be
followed. (Tuesday, Thursday and Friday)

S6 Intergenerational project

Maths in the Pipeline Challenge
In November Mr Steel took six pupils from S4 to participate in the
Maths in a pipeline challenge. This involved teams of four pupils, all
from different schools working together to solve real life oil industry
problems.  All six of our pupils were fully engaged with all the
activities and at the end all teams delivered a presentation to the
others. Callum Preston was part of the winning team. 

In January the BBC came to observe Mr Steel’s S4 class. They also
spoke to the pupils about maths and their career aspirations.

Intergenerational
project
Following a successful bid Drummond Community
High School were awarded a grant worth £220 in cash
to buy games resources
for a S6
intergenerational
project in Porthaven
Care Home.

Lips Inc.
Lips Inc. is Drummond’s newly formed Choir. The Members, both
male and female from S2, 3, & 4 meet every Wednesday afternoon
in the Music Department.

We have been working on the following areas: 
• Singing technique: breathing/ projection/ 2-part harmony
• Workings/ care of the Voice
• Performing techniques
• Commitment

To date, the group has had three opportunities to perform in
public:
- DCHS Winter Warmer Concert
- 15 minutes of Carol Singing at the German Market  - Princes

Street, where    we raised £39.25 for the Waverley Care Charity
- Carol Singing at The Thistle Foundation’s Christmas Party

Watch this space and the website for details of when you can
come and hear us next! 

Stop press!
Project wins runner up prize in Scottish

Youth Worker of The Year! Fantastic!
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S3 Print Project
2012/2013
Drummond Community High
School
Art Department
working together with Edinburgh Printmakers
and SNIPEF
Unit title: Architecture in Print
To start the project S3 Art and Design pupils completed a
series of expressive sketches looking at the architecture of
Edinburgh.  They worked using a variety of mark making
materials, concentrating mainly on the use of line.  They
completed these sketches working from photographs of the
area local to Drummond Community High School and
expanded this work to include buildings of interest around
Edinburgh.  

They also completed a series of sketches during a visit to the
SNIPEF offices near the school.  This visit gave pupils a chance
to record a variety of views first hand including Calton Hill,
local housing and the Lothian Buses depot.  The dome
feature on the roof of the depot was of particular interest to
the pupils as few had noticed it as they walked to and from
school.

Ten pupils were selected from the year group to spend a day
at Edinburgh Printmakers where they worked with a local
artist and completed an etching of their favourite drawing
from the project.  This experience was made possible by the
generous funding provided by SNIPEF.

SNIPEF – Scottish and Northern Ireland Plumbing
Employers’ Federation

Jade and I have really enjoyed the course so far throughout
fifth year. This course consists of 3 main aspects spread over
six periods in confident leavers, all of equal importance. 

The first 2 periods of the week are the most flexible. Every
student on the course is coached by another member of
staff around the school once a fortnight in these two first
periods; discussing important issues In the individual
student's life and how they can improve themselves.

Also on the first two periods of the week, skills
development takes place. The kind of skills we have all
learnt together on the course are problem solving,
teamwork, telephone communication skills, how to
accurately fill in application forms,  working outside our
comfort zones and trust exercises. 

The next two periods of the week we complete our
employability awards course run by a community worker
Naomi. This part of the course awards us a qualification at
the end and is based around employability and getting us
ready for work. 

The last part of the course is our voluntary work placements
which take place from 10:10am on a Friday. The three work
placements we have done throughout the course have
allowed us to build up our experiences in the workplace
which in the long run helps us all gain new skills we
wouldn’t learn in school and gives us experience employers
will value.

Overall, the confident leavers course has been extremely
valuable to us all and extremely enjoyable. We feel it would
be really beneficial for any students offered the opportunity
to take the confident leavers course to take it!!

Seeds today, grown tomorrow…!
At Drummond Community High School demand for “Herb Growing Kits”
greatly outstripped supply. Students studying for the newly introduced
Environmental Science qualification worked across subject areas to make and
sell the herb boxes with “herb seed growing kits” to raise funds to buy garden
equipment, compost and seeds. The production of the 24  unique boxes can
be viewed on the school website: www.drummondhigh.com

The £120 pounds raised will help replace equipment damaged and stolen
when the school greenhouse was vandalised over last summer’s holidays.
Happily the greenhouse has now been returned to full working order and will
be well used in the coming New year. 

Students, staff and community users are all getting together to
take part in a whole school sponsored walk to help raise
money to create a brand new GyM facility inside Drummond
Community HS. The purpose of this gym is to help improve the
health and wellbeing of students and staff at Drummond.

The facility will feature a host of brand new strength and
conditioning equipment including new (and heavier) free
weights. This new gym will not replace the current gym in the
PE department but it will be an additional area.

All money raised from the walk will go
towards the creation of this new gym - 

THE MORE MONEY WE
RAISE THE BETTER THE
GYM!
The walk will take place in June. Watch
this space for more information.

SPONSORED WALK 2013

The Confident
Leavers Course
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The Kenya Group currently meets on a Wednesday afternoon
as part of the wider Achievement Opportunity and consists
of 15 S4, 3 S5 and the 4 S6 students students who visited

our partner schools Muthambi Boys and Girls in June last year.

The first term of the session is important for us as we welcome

new members, this is also the term that we do most of our
fundraising before the pressure of exams takes its toll on our
time.

This term the Group would like to report on a number of
fundraising events which are shown below.

Fundraising with the Kenya Group

The Fairtrade Café – ‘good
coffee and ‘quality’ cakes’ 
‘We started working in the
Fairtrade Café this year and
learned how to make tea and
coffee and how to count money.
We learned the importance of
hygiene, responsibility,
communicating with customers
and got better at serving.’

yasmin Lefkaier 4C2, Rania
Oussellam 4B1 and Stephanie
Russell 4A2

Bagpacking at Asda
‘I have done bagpacking many times before and it is dull but,
the hard effort I put in eventually paid off and in the end I was

very satisfied with how much we made’

Lachlan Glen 4A2

‘This was the first time I’ve done bagpacking. I enjoyed it some
of the time. I’ve had a taste of hard work and I’ve learned how

to handle customers.’

Kiran Pervaiz 4A2

Media Madness
It was ‘media madness’ at Drummond after we collected
thousands of books, video
games, DVDs, records and
comics for sale.

‘We learned how to set up
a stall and enjoyed talking
to the customers and
telling them about our
Kenya Project and why we
are raising money.’

Callum Glen 4A2

‘If we concentrate hard
and put our minds to it we
could probably run our
own event in the future.’

Brian Pendrigh 4C2 
Campbell learns to make coffee.

‘I wasn’t sick this year (too many sweets last year)! It was far better this year
as everyone was very enthusiastic and the activities that we organised
were great fun. The highlights had to be the midnight ‘Hide and Seek’ and
our game of  ‘human Cluedo’.

Martin Macmillan 6B1

S6 Sleepover – sponsored fun! 

Who’ll get to the cake first? Staff and students at the S6 Sleepover

Ben sells Dr Marks a comic at Media Madness
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Swimsuits in winter?
As well as working with our partner schools in Kenya I’m
also interested in historic costume and have a collection of
over 80 swimming caps and 70 costumes. I talk and display
them at church, guild and historic events and I’m told it’s an
entertaining evening! 

The fees and donations go into the Kenya Fund. Apart from
the entertainment the talks are also a good way of
publicising our partnerships and many of the contacts we
made give generous donations of money and equipment to
send to Kenya. We recently received a donation of a
microscope. 

Please contact me if you would like to book a talk
for your group or society.
Annie Scanlon, Librarian and Kenya Partnership
Co-ordinator

Jewellery Sale
‘The Jewellery Sale was well organised and lots of people
turned up and spent money. We had a rush of students
because it was just before Christmas and our stock was
beautiful and different because it had been donated by lots
of people.’

yasmin Bouraouda 4C2 and Anishar Gotora 4A1

A Taste of Africa…
To reward ourselves for all our hard
work over the term we made a return
visit to ‘A Taste of Africa’ Restaurant in
Great Junction Street. Here’s what
Sana and Iram thought of the food.

‘ We changed out of our school clothes
and went down on the bus. The man
who owned the restaurant was called
Olu. There were lots of colourful foods, which smelled nice.
They were mostly meat dishes but we liked the Puff Puff, Fried
Rice and Coke. ‘
Sana Hussain 4A2 and Iram Pervaiz 4A2

‘The Puff Puff were fantastic! Cameron had 10 and only
stopped when Rania took the bowl away! The ribs, chicken
wings, legs and jerk chicken were delicious and we waddled
home, full up, all for only a tenner!’    
Cameron Mitchell 4A2 and Ben Harper 4A2

And the final total… £3,166.62
Despite a huge amount of hard work and dedication over the
term we have only been able to raise just over half of the
money that we need to bring over some of the students and
staff from Muthambi for a visit to Drummond. In past years we
have been fortunate in having grants and funds to enhance
our fundraising efforts but due to the economic situation
these sources have all but dried up. This term it is important
for the students to concentrate on exam preparation so
opportunities for fundraising will be limited. The money will
be put aside for a visit in the future and the activities of the
Kenya Group will keep going.

Annie Scanlon, Librarian and Kenya Partnership Co-ordinator  

Kenya Appeal
We are always looking for ways to help our partner schools
improve their education and make the students' life more
comfortable We are grateful to the British Army for their
continued support in shipping our goods to our Kenyan
partners. At the start of the year the schools received our last
shipment of maths and library books and other school
equipment, with the local primary schools also benefiting from
donations. 

Our next shipment will go out in April and our appeal this year
is for science equipment. This has not proved as easy as other

appeals due to the technical nature of the donations required,
but if anyone in the community has any science contacts we
would be grateful for your help.

We have received some interesting donations which should
help the students at Muthambi and also bring a bit of ‘Scottish’
culture to their school, including; a computer and printer,
books, jotters, pens and pencils, posters and maps for
classroom walls, art materials, bedding and curtains for
dormitories, white school shirts and personal items, combs,
soap, toothbrushes etc, and huge imitation Christmas tree!

As you can see we can use a wide variety of goods. If you have
any items that you think might be of use please contact us and
we will let you know if they are suitable.

Can you help with fundraising or resources for our
partnership with Muthambi Boys and Girls Schools? 

If you have something you don’t want,

a useful contact,

or

a good fundraising idea.

Get in contact with

annie.scanlon@drummond.edin.sch.uk

Tel 0131 5562651

End of term feast at “A Taste of Africa’
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Our four S6 students who visited our partner schools in
June last year have been sharing their experiences of
school life and specifically food with S1 students in their

Wednesday afternoon rota of activities. The S1s have been
exploring food poverty and the S6 students have used the
photographs they took to show the diet, availability of food
and food production in Kenya.

A typical school menu for the day at Muthambi consists of
porridge for breakfast, tea and bread (half a loaf per day) at
morning interval, Giberi (a bean stew) for lunch and dinner
and tea before bed, The bread is baked in the school bakery, a
new addition to Muthambi Girls School. Any bread not needed
for the girls is then sold on to the local community making a
small profit for the school. 

A busy lunchtime in the canteen.

The daily bake of 500 loaves at the 
Muthambi Girls School Bakery

Sharing experiences of Kenya
The schools produce a lot of their foods including fruit, beans,
vegetables, milk and pork on the school farms. The mango
season is particularly looked forward to.  

The S1 students enjoy the stories and photos that the S6s have
to show, there are lots of interesting questions asked at the
end and perhaps a greater appreciation of the selection on
offer at our school canteen!

Annie Scanlon
Kenya partnership Co-ordinator
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‘See ma boadie’
The Kenya Group have spend the new year lying on the
floor on huge sheets of paper and drawing round their
bodies, they then filled them with a collage of
photographs, pictures and information about
themselves. They will be sent out to the Muthambi
schools with the next shipment and should arrive in
the autumn to be displayed in the dining halls at
school.

There will be an
opportunity to see
some of the
‘Drummond boadies’ at
the celebration of
Language and Culture
Event at Drummond on
Saturday 23rd February
11.00 -14.00 all
welcome.

Annie Scanlon
Librarian/Kenya
Partnership               
Co-ordinator

Cameron Mitchell – 
‘boadie’ artist at work. 

My first day at school
T

he first piece of writing that students do in S1
English is about their first day in school. We select 10
of the best to send out to our partnership schools in

Kenya. When they start their first year in February they
will write to us with their experiences of their first day at
school. Some of them will be similar and some very
different. We attach a glossary of words that our Kenyan
friends might not know e.g. concourse, Warriston and S6
buddies. Here is one of the essays by Jade Thomspn 1A1.

Dear Friends at Muthambi,

Moving up to High School has been exciting, yet I was
still really nervous on the night before my first day.  It
was a thrill to think that I was going to a big, new,
different school with lots of people whom I had never
met before. Going to sleep that night was difficult, so
many thoughts buzzing through my head making me
dread the coming morning.

I woke up at a quarter past seven, way too early for my
liking. As I just finished putting on my nice new blue
Drummond tie my mum asked for a photo. I was
overwhelmed by the attention. Books and jotters in my
bag, I set foot outside for my walk up to Drummond.

My feet hurt, but it was worth it because we soon
reached the gate and I was with all my friends. We stood
for a while laughing and cheering each other on. Then
suddenly there was a loud BRINGGGGGG sort of noise.
For a second we were all confused, not knowing where
to go, but we followed our S6 buddies to the concourse,
where we had a short assembly. Later we all went our
separate ways to the first period of the day.

French started. We learned about Mary Queen of Scots
and where she was brought up and housed. Mrs Towers
(French Teacher) made it enjoyable, but after two periods
it was rather tiring although I learned a lot.

Our awesome S6 buddies, after French led us to
registration. My registration teachers is the art teacher,
she is called Ms Mclaren. She is super cool and really
quite funny.

Registration soon ended and the bell went for break. We
had an amazing time climbing up the small hill joking
and pushing others down. Sadly no one fell all the way
down although it was still mega fun trying!

Break ended oh so early, but my new friends Dana,
Olivia, Alex, Katherine, Freya, Colette, Jagoda (ya-go-da),
Martyna (Mar-tee-na), Eve and more (I still kept the old
ones too) went to the next period.

English was next, our teacher is Mrs Nisbet and she told
us all of her rules in great detail, making sure that we
follow them the best we can. After telling me and the
class the rules she then talked about homework and how
to do it well.

Maths has been enjoyable enough. We have done lots of
maths games. There is a cool website called
supermathsworld.com which we use regularly. Our
teacher Mr Millington has been giving me and the others
10 questions in our daily mental maths test. I have so far
got a least two 10 out of 10s!

After maths there was I.T. I have got a username and
password for the computer with the help of my two
wonderful I.T. teachers Mrs Cooper and Mrs Lambert. I
think that they are extraordinarily funny and make
everyone laugh out loud!

As soon as the S6 buddies came to pick us up it was
lunch. I had a fab time with all my friends!

Once lunch was over I had a superb surprise. We were all
going down to Warriston in our gym kits where we
would do fun, exciting activities with each other. Mrs
Collins, Mr Kelly and Mr Smith all helped us get there and
have a great time and come back all safe and sound!

At the end of the day I felt exhausted and happy.

yours sincerely
Jade Thomson

Look out for a Kenyan essay in the
summer edition of the newsletter.
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Parent Council
The Parent Council are a group of parents just like yourselves,
who represent all parents and children at the school.
We get together about 6 times yearly, to meet informally with
the staff, discuss any issues arising, and fundraise (quite
successfully) in order to provide extras for the school. 
Due to a number of our group retiring as their children move
on from Drummond,  we desperately need more people to join
us.
Why not come along and meet us at our next meeting in the
school on Wednesday 20th March at 6.30? Refreshments will
be served from 6pm.
We will also be at the exciting Celebration of Languages and
Cultures Event on Saturday 23rd February and are looking for
donations for a Tombola stall. All contributions will be
gratefully accepted. Please hand anything, toiletries, bottles,
food etc, into the school office marked for the Parent Council.
If you would like any more information in the meantime,
please email heather.manclark@hotmail.co.uk

S3 on OTB
On The Button (OTB) is an online tracking system which we
use in Drummond to record and store information about
students' progress. We have recently expanded this resource
to include Student Logins and this will provide an innovative
and exciting way of engaging with learning online. It will also
allow us to gather views from students more easily and we are
beginning with the use of OTB for S3 Profiling and Subject
Choice for S4. More information on this facility will be
provided at Parents' Evenings as it is hoped to also include
parental logins at some point in the near future.

UNIFORM UPDATE
The wearing of uniform is an important feature within the
school.  Pupils wear our school uniform daily and as a result, the
school is safer and pupils identify strongly with our community.
We realise that some parents buy additional items of school
wear at this time of year and I have outlined below our school
uniform for information and clarification.

ACCEPTABLE UNIFORM
White shirt with collar
School tie – which should be visible and tied appropriately.
School blazer for pupils in the Senior school
Black trousers, black tailored shorts or school skirt - Trousers –
Jeans, or jean like materials and ‘skinny’ jean type trousers are
NOT permitted.  Skirts – pupils should wear skirts of an
appropriate length.
Black V-neck jumpers or black zippers/cardigans that allow
school ties to be seen. All pupils must remove non-school
jumpers and jackets while in the school building.
Plain black shoes.  Footwear should be completely black.  Pupils
should wear appropriate footwear that is suitable for the winter.
If this footwear is not plain black, pupils are expected to change
into their school shoes when they arrive in the school building. 
No coloured or hooded sweatshirts to be worn inside the
building.
Pupils who fail to wear school uniform may be restricted from
taking part in some school activities.
We try to approach our uniform policy in a clear and consistent
way and, over the years, we have worked closely with our Parent
Council to achieve this.  We also have to deal with particular
fashion trends and there are times when we will write to you
with advice on specific clothing that may or may not be
appropriate.
Thank you for your continued support.

Positive Destinations
Drummond continues to make very good progress in working
towards the 'Edinburgh Guarantee' which is that all school
leavers should move into a Positive Destination. In 2010 66%
of DCHS leavers moved into a positive destination and in 2011
this rose to 74%. Statistics for 2012 now show that 85% of our
young people that left school last summer are now in a
positive destination, with 23% at University, 37% in Further
Education and the remainder in work or training programmes.
This improvement is testament to the work of staff and
partners at Drummond in working together to improve
outcomes for students.  Our website has a dedicated Positive
Destination section which showcases activities throughout
the curriculum to engage our community in skills for learning,
life and work. It also features individual stories about our
students and their own 'learner journeys'.

Attendance
In the last Drummond News we featured the improvements

in Attainment in our 2012 Exam Results article. The
importance of attendance was also highlighted as a key

factor in improving attainment.  We have promoted
excellent attendance as a priority across our community

and are now rewarding those students with excellent
records. This drive to improve attendance is producing

results as our overall yearly figures move towards an end of
session target of 93% which is slightly higher than the

average for secondary schools in Edinburgh. We would ask
all parents/carers to continue to support us in this priority
and ensure that your child does not have any unexplained
or unnecessary absences. If your child is absent then you

should notify the school office as soon as possible.   

Drummond Cluster Active
Schools Dance Show
In December we once again hosted the Active Schools Drummond
Cluster Dance Show, in our theatre.  It was again a roaring success
with us selling out 2 nights and 100 pupils from across the cluster
performing.
The show is a collaboration between Active Schools, PE and Dance
Division, and is the opportunity for pupils from both the high school
and our cluster primaries to showcase their dancing talents. It allows
pupils to let their parents and friends see what they have learned,
both within PE and through participation in the after school club
programme across the cluster.   We were treated to a wide range of
styles of dance from pupils in P3 up to S6; including contemporary,

Highland, Street, and
Cheerleading. We were even
treated to a great xmas number
from our S6 Dance Troup, Glee
Style, they gave Diversity a run for
the money!
The show is in its 3rd year now,
and we hope it will continue to be
a date on the Cluster calendar for years to come, it's great to see the
pupils so enthusiastic about keeping active through dance, and
performing on the stage and having fun!

For more info on the Active Schools programme, including dance,
contact Nicola.Barclay@ea.edin.sch.uk

Nicola Barclay (Active Schools Co-ordinator)




