
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council Meeting 29/10/14 

 
Present: Diane Kennedy, Jean Saddler, Rona Garvie, Edmund Farrow, Sue Cook, 
Michael Paley, Roberta Tosh, Gomez Pepita, John Alvarez, Tania Venegas, Sugey 

Giacometto, Peter Luke, Cameron (S6), Danielle (S6), Adam (S1), Louie (S1). 
 
Feedback from the last meeting: 

 
Sue Cook, the acting Head Teacher, detailed work which has gone into improving 
communication with parents, including the recent school newsletter. Peter Luke, the 

Business Manager, talked about the new school website being built using WordPress. 
The new site should be ready within six weeks. It will be much more modern and 
user-friendly and will be easier to keep up to date. It will be integrated with the 
school’s excellent Twitter feed. Parent Council news and events can be advertised on 
the site by contacting Peter. Parent Council minutes to also go on the website. 
 

The Parent Council committee met with Sue in September and discussed the role of 
the Parent Council. As a result of this, the intention is to make Parent Council 
meetings less formal and have a special topic for each one, providing an opportunity 
for parents to learn and discuss, starting with ‘Settling into School’. 
 
Settling into School: 

 
Louie and Adam from S1 gave an enthusiastic presentation of their experiences of 
starting at Drummond. It included kind teachers, new friends, more science, greater 
freedom and, of course, iPads. They felt work in S1 is at a similar level to Primary 7 
but it is more creative and there’s more of it. They’re enjoying the clubs and activities 
that are available. They’d like more trips, school-branded shoes(!) and extra clubs. 

Michael Paley (guidance teacher) explained that new clubs and activities are possible. 
If a group of around 10 or more pupils are willing to commit to an activity then the 
school can look into providing it. He gave the example of a parkour group in previous 
years. 
 
Cameron and Danielle from S6 talked about the various transitions to and within the 

senior phase of the school. There’s a higher workload. The move from S4 to S5 
should now be easier with less of a jump from National 5 courses to Higher than there 
was from Standard Grade. There are many opportunities in the senior phase for work-
related and vocational learning. 
 
The Lothians Equal Access Programme for Schools (LEAPS) was highly praised. 

http://www.leapsonline.org/ 
Visits to Edinburgh universities are organised in 3rd year. Students visit the school in 
4th year. There are mock interviews, visits and open days in 5th and 6th year. 
 
Questions were asked about the difficulties faced by students for whom English is not 
their first language. Unfortunately, the Council’s English as an Additional Language 

(EAL) Service is currently stretched and pupils are often assigned to it by age rather 
than ability. Drummond, however, works hard to accommodate the needs of all 
pupils. 
 



A request was also made for more information about the education system to inform 
parents from other countries what to expect. The Scottish parents present pointed out 
that with the changes to National 4s and 5s everyone could do with more information. 
The school handbook is already being updated, however, and will be available 

(hopefully in several languages) on the new website. 
 
Sue stressed that the most important part of parental involvement in education is often 
simple, practical stuff like ensuring children have peace and space to do homework, 
and that they get to school on time with the appropriate stuff.    
 

Committee Update: 

 

11th November, 6-7:30pm, City Chambers - Council meeting to discuss the education 
budget. 
DIANE to write to Gillian Tee to thank her on behalf of the Parent Council that the 
budget for schools has been protected this year and to ask for this to continue in the 

future. 
 
18th November, Leith Academy - Neighbourhood group meeting. 
 
Current Parent Council funds - Approximately £1,200. 
 

Head Teacher’s Report: 

 

Pupils have been working on an exciting design project with Harvey Nichols. The S1 
and S6 camps went well. A faculty review is underway. A new French teacher has 
been recruited and should start soon. 
 

Gordon Hunter has recently started as Depute Head and is settling in well. He will 
work with Sue on timetabling and updating the curriculum. There may be changes so 
that pupils make some course choices at the end of S2. More information on S3 
choices will be available soon. 
 
Fund Raising: 

 
In previous years the Parent Council has organised events to raise funds. Most of the 
parents involved with those events have now left and a decision has been made to 
explore different fund raising methods such as applying to trusts e.g. the Calton Trust 
and the John Watson Trust. Suitable projects would need to be chosen. A 
complication is that the school is not a registered charity and to become one would 

incur annual costs. 
  
EDMUND & PETER to meet to discuss the way forward. 
 
Pupil Feedback: 

 

Cameron and Danielle are working to re-launch the Aspire reward scheme which 
currently operates in the school. The aim is to make it fairer, more transparent and 
more inspiring to all pupils, whatever their achievement level. The revised scheme 
will include a reward/celebration room. 



 
Future Meetings: 

 
26th November - Building your child’s aspirations 

28th January - Making course choices 
25th March - Making the most of iPads 
27th May - AGM   


