
In December, a group of S2 German pupils 
went on a trip to the Filmhouse on Lothian 
Road. We all had great fun and we watched 
the German film ‘Windstorm’. The film was 
played in German but with English subtitles. 
I am glad to say that we all enjoyed 
ourselves and would love to go back. We 
couldn’t have gone without our brilliant 
teacher Miss Bisset so we would all like to 
say thank you to her.  

By Sara Anderson

Welcome to the February edition of Drummond Community High 
School’s Newsletter. It is hard to believe that we are already one month 
in to 2015 - tempus fugit! I would like to take this opportunity to wish a 
happy, healthy and successful year to all of our Drummond community. 

So much seems to have happened since the last newsletter in October.  
During the October break I was fortunate enough to jointly lead a 
trip to Beijing and Xi’an in China with my previous school which was 
a life-changing experience.  I was so inspired by the Chinese culture 
and history that on my return I liaised with the authority and they have 
agreed to offer Drummond the opportunity of a part-time Mandarin 
Assistant for session 2015-16 (and hopefully beyond).  The Assistant 
will teach a two hour masterclass (Wider Opportunity for Achievement) 
and also provide some short taster-sessions of Mandarin to S2/3 pupils.  
Currently it is only our senior pupils who have the opportunity to learn 
Mandarin by attending Leith Academy, Edinburgh’s Confucius Hub, as 
part of the senior phase travel afternoons on a Tuesday and Thursday.  
If the initiative is successful the intention would be, within the next few 
years, to further embed Mandarin in our curriculum.  I would also intend 

to run a trip to China to allow some of our pupils to experience the 
Chinese language, culture and history. Pupils would also spend a few 
days at our link school, in Tianjin, where they would attend classes and 
learn more about Chinese education. 

I am sure you will agree that this is a very exciting prospect for the 
school.  It also seems a very natural link with Drummond already hosting 
the Chinese school on Saturday mornings. 

As you will see from all the information in this newsletter we had 
many activities taking place over the October-January months. Our end 
of term was jam packed with various school events ranging from our 
Winter Warmer, a trip to the Playhouse to see Wicked, the Youth and 
Philanthropy Finals, a dance show featuring Drummond CHS and our 
cluster primaries, our inter-generational Christmas afternoon and our 
Assembly of Achievement on the very last day.  This is just a small snippet 
of the many events at the school which you can read about in the coming 
pages.  These events are testament to the hard work and commitment 
of the pupils, staff, parents, local and wider community and our link 
agencies, who work so hard together to bring these to fruition.
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Message from the Headteacher

Rotary Young Chef Competition
The Rotary Young Chef competition took place in Drummond at the end of October, 
the four students involved had been tasked with creating a two course healthy meal 
for two people within a budget of £10. Four students took part in the initial round, 
Eilidh, Anishar, Danielle and Laura. All four girls performed very well on the evening, 
their cooking was judged by a panel of judges which included; an FCT teacher from 
another school and Alison Sim our canteen manager. At the end of a closely fought 
competition both Eilidh and Anishar progressed to the next round. 

The second round of the competition took place on 21st November at Penicuik High School. 
Miss Fry, Miss Cook and Mrs Harrison had the pleasure of accompanying Eilidh and Anishar 
to this round. This time our students were competing against six students from other schools 
which included Preston Lodge and Queensferry. The format of the competition was the same as 
in the previous round so the students had to create another two course healthy meal for under 
£10. Both Eilidh and Anishar worked extremely hard and managed to secure joint fourth place.

This year’s Winter Warmer Concert took place on Wednesday December 3rd 2014 and 
showcased the talented students from the Music Department.  This evening was about 
celebrating the hard work and progress of the students.  There are so many benefits of 
music education and learning to play a musical instrument, not only musically but skills and 
attributes that will stay with young people throughout their adult life, developing a life-long 
interest in music, the arts and culture.      

The audience were entertained by students from S1 to S6, many of whom receive free 
instrumental music lessons from the team of visiting Instrumental music instructors.  We had 
group performances from Bandwagon and the Guitar Group as well as solos from Calum 
Preston (S6) on Orchestral Xylophone, a piano solo from Mhairi Dickie (S2) and a violin 
Duets from Karolina Niemiec (S5) and Finlay Allan (S6).   This year we had a fabulous first 
performance from the newly formed “Vocal Group” led by Miss Matuszak.  

Watch this space for information about the “Spring Fling”
our next performance.

Miss Stroud   

Winter Warmer Concert S2 German Cinema Trip
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9th –13th February and 24th-27th February Senior Pupil Pathway Coursing

16th February – 23rd February (inclusive) Mid-term holiday

25th March Parent Council Meeting - 6.30-8pm in the 
school staffroom.  All parents are welcome

2nd April - Sports Day Held at Meadowbank – S1-S6 Pupils

3rd-20th April (inclusive) Easter Holidays

22nd April Happy Monday (pupils follow a Monday 
timetable)

4th May May Day Holiday

5th-29th May (inclusive) SQA Exam leave * (see article)

7th May General Election (Pupils off)

18th May Victoria Day Holiday

27th  May Parent Council - AGM – 6.30-8pm - Staffroom

1st June S4/5/6 new timetable starts

5th June S6 Prom

16th-18th June P7 Visit

23rd June Celebration of Achievement Evening

24th June Suspended timetable

26th June Term End

17th August School resumes for Pupils

Parents - Important dates for your diary:

In December, DCHS pupils were lucky 
enough to be invited to take part in 
a workshop day held at Heriot Watt 
University.

The day was designed to try to encourage 
more girls to appreciate the fact that not 
just boys could think about a career in 
engineering. We were told that, in fact 
girls, often made the best candidates 
for the job as they have a tendency to 
be very methodical and precise in their 
actions. This was neatly demonstrated by 
a soldering workshop where pupils had 
to make a small electronic organ. 

In the words of some of our pupils ‘’my 
favourite was building and soldering the 
circuit,’’ ‘’I enjoyed making the sound 
boxes the most’’. Unfortunately I have 
to add that one pupil had her mini 
organ removed by a parent the night it 
was made; I believe the repetitive ‘Jingle 
Bells’ was the culprit. I did have to ban 
the playing of it after some minutes of  
synchronised… but not quite…. Jingle 
Bells, as I drove through the evening 
traffic back to DCHS!!

The second workshop was equally 
delightful or revolting, depending on 
your perspective. I have rarely seen pupils 
so engaged in ‘getting their hands dirty’  
in this workshop when we made SLIME. 
The highlight seemed to be allowing it 
to ooze through fingers and drip from 
one hand to another. I had to issue a 
very strict condition that no slime could 
be transported across the city, I would 
have dreaded to see the interior of my 
car had they brought it out of the labs! 
I can recommend that any parent who 
wants a quiet but messy activity should 
contact me. I have four experts who 
have their very own ‘best slime’ recipe 
and it would certainly entertain for at 
least an afternoon in the  holidays just 
when the fateful ’’I’m bored’’ words are 
heard. However you, like me, will want 
to make a condition that no slime can be 
found outside the kitchen, which will of 
course have to be cleaned by your son/
daughter as a condition of being allowed 
to make slime!!!

All in all, we had fun day and the girls 
took in that this was a career that 
they could aspire to and would give 
them something to aim for. I was 
delighted by both their attitude and 
manners, making a delightful day for all 
of us.  

Drama Masterclass
Every Wednesday afternoon, at Drummond, pupils get the choice of different activities such as 
rugby, skill force and Drama.

In the absence of a Drama teacher this year, we have had the wonderful opportunity to 
continue with Drama as a Master class and after school club. Working with Edinburgh College, 
we have an amazing tutor called Peter who is showing us drama techniques, activities, 
performance techniques and increasing our confidence in drama. We have also had the chance 
to travel to Edinburgh College Granton Campus to watch a performance of a show created 
and performed by the talented students at Edinburgh College. The master class and after 
school club worked together to produce a show that was performed to all of S1 and invited 
guest, including Jakki Jeffery from Edinburgh College. We are really enjoying drama as a 
master class and the performance was a great experience, we are looking forward to the next 
performance opportunity.  

Matthew Farrow & Dana Rose Sweeny 

Girls into 
Engineering

We held parents’ evenings for all year groups, with many parents/carers highlighting the 
excellent quality of feedback from staff about their child’s performance. As evidenced from 
those attending, Parents’ Evenings are a fundamental part of our monitoring, tracking 
and reporting system and offer a real opportunity for parents to engage in more detailed 
discussions about their son/daughter’s progress and next steps.  It also provides an opportunity 
to discuss home learning, study techniques and raise any particular issues about learning in 
specific subjects. In S3 and S4/5 it also provides useful information to help parents and pupils 
make learner pathway choices (course choices).  

Our overall attendance rate for our Parents’ Evening averaged out at 57% (with S1 being the 
highest at 81%).  It would be great if all parents could make their attendance at these evenings 
a priority.  If you feel you would like to offer any feedback on the format of our evenings or 
have any ideas about how to make them more accessible to all parents, please could you email 
admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk with your views. We are keen to try and get a system that 
allows everyone to attend and hear about their son/daughter’s progress.

Parents’ Evenings

A few weeks ago, my German class went on 
a school trip to the International Christmas 
market. At the market, we looked around and 
got an insight into the types of foods countries 
in Europe eat. After, we looked around, we 
got the bus to a German bakery called Falko-
Konditormeister in Bruntsfield. When we first 
walked in, we were all amazed by the amount of 
cakes in the glass cabinets. We couldn’t wait to 
get a slice! They had lots of German specialities 

such as Black Forest Gateau, Raspberry cake, 
Cheesecake, Chocolate cake etc.! There were 
far too many to choose from so we eventually 
decided to get a selection of them and try them 
all. The Black Forest Gateau was my favourite, 
but the Raspberry cake came a close second! 
Overall, the trip was really fun and informative 
but most of all we got to eat a lot of cake
By Emma Pender 

Senior German trip to Christmas Market
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Touch of Tartan
Touch of Tartan participants wearing their t-shirts they 
designed in conjunction with the St James Centre. The 
winning t-shirt, front row, 2nd left, was worn by Miss 
Scotland at a fashion show at Harvey Nichols. All other 
t-shirts were worn by other models. Well done all.

Over the past year S5 students have been visiting Porthaven Care Home 
on alternate Wednesday afternoons. Students have created and delivered 
a variety of activities for the residents including quizzes, a 1950’s karaoke, 
sensory games and, the very popular, bingo sessions. The students also make 
and serve afternoon tea each visit. Recently the Porthaven residents had a 
fun time with our Christmas party activities. These included “keepy uppy” 
with balloons, pass the parcel and “pin the nose on Rudolph”. All games 
had prizes and all residents got a Christmas present. We raise funds for our 
intergenerational activity throughout the year and feel we are involved in a 
very rewarding and valuable project.

Rudolph wins by a nose at Porthaven!

An African Christmas

Students enjoy their ‘A
frican

Christm
as’ at a ‘Taste of A

frica’

The m
ost popular dish

Plaintain!

On 30th October a group of 15 
S3 girls (Tia Anderson, Katherine 
Dempsie, Yatika Dhingra, Haia 
Jihan, Lauryn King, Eve Lovell, Alex 
McLennan, Laiqah Mohammad, 
Freya O’Brien, Tanti Putri, Dana 
Sweeny, Martyna Swiderek, Chloe 
Thomson, Colette Thomson and 
Jade Thomson) went to a “Girls 
in Physics and Engineering” 
workshop with Mr Gray.

This was organised by the Institute of Physics and held at George 
Watson’s, and was attended by around 10 similar groups from schools 
across Scotland. The aim of these workshop is to try and correct the 
under-representation of girls doing Physics at school – currently in 
Scotland only about 20% of Physics exam candidates are girls.

At the workshop the girls rotated through a number of talks, 
demonstrations and activities led by organisations including Edinburgh, 
Heriot-Watt, St Andrews and Glasgow Universities, the Royal Observatory 
Edinburgh, and companies including Selex ES. In nearly all cases the 
activity leaders were recent female physics graduates – the idea being to 
demonstrate some of the career options which Physics qualifications can 
lead to.

Afterwards the girls agreed that the day had been interesting, useful and 

good fun – so exciting that four of them decided to hide when the group 
picture was taken!

On 27th November we welcomed Sir David Wallace to Drummond, who 
gave a talk to S3s (and interested Seniors) on his career. Sir David has 
just retired as Master of Churchill College, Cambridge, having previously 
been Vice-Chancellor of Loughborough University and held Professorships 
at both Edinburgh and Cambridge. Apart from theoretical physics and 
managing two major educational institutions, Sir David has also done 
work in maths, engineering and computer science, and worked with 
sporting figures such as Paula Radcliffe and (Lord) Sebastian Coe.

Sir David did his first degree and PhD (for which Peter “Boson” Higgs was 
his supervisor) at Edinburgh and before that was a pupil at Hawick High 
School – not very different from Drummond. 
Another local connection was that when he 
first returned to Edinburgh as a professor, he 
stayed at a B&B in Bellevue Crescent, across the 
road from the school!

Sir David was able to illustrate, from his 
own life, how a little bit of talent and luck, 
combined with hard work, can take someone 
a long way from quite ordinary beginnings – a 
useful lesson for all of us.

Physics: a Trip and a Visit

Ronaigh 
Douglas
Ronaigh was 
selected to represent 
Scotland U17 in 
the European 
Championships 
in Croatia from 
Tuesday 7th October 
to Wednesday 15th 
October. The team 
will play 3 matches 
against Croatia, 
Montenegro and 
Sweden. 

Christmas in Kenya is very different to Christmas in Scotland. For a start, it is 35C 
as this is their summer and although they may not have all the presents, trees and 
consumer goods that we crave, they save to give their families an African feast.
The students in the Kenya Group decided to do the same and experience some of 
the wonderful foods available in Africa. Here Rachel Natta S5 describes the food 
we sampled.

One Wednesday afternoon the Kenya Group visited the ’Taste of Africa’ 
restaurant in Great Junction Street. We tried lots of different dishes like Gbegiri 
(Nigerian stew of mixed beans), Efo-Riro (blanched spinach), Beef and Turkey 
Suya (meat marinated in African spices served on a skewer with onions and 
tomatoes) Pounded Yam and Jollof Rice Visiting the cafe was fun as it was 
exciting trying new dishes we had never tried before. We especially liked the 
Jollof rice which was very delicious, but the very best thing we had was fried 
Plantain which was very tasty. 

Rachel Natta S5
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The Drummond Pledge
In September 2014 senior students from Drummond attended a conference where they learned about the effects of Malaria on children living in sub-Saharan Africa. They were inspired to make this pledge:

‘That we will raise money to provide the equivalent of one mosquito net for every child in Drummond Community High School, saving 386 lives.’

We raised a total of £903.41 which we donated to Save the Children’s Malaria Fund. The British Government’s Overseas Aid Fund promised to support fundraising 
£ for £ making a total of £1,806.82. This will buy 430 nets to protect children and families in Africa. 

How did we do?

I kill a child every 60 
seconds.

Hi, my name is Malaria 
Maggie I carry the malaria 

disease.

I’m really annoyed because in Africa over the past 13 years 
the use of mosquito nets has increased. This has seen a 54% 
reduction in deaths from malaria.

Countries most at risk from malaria.

I don’t live in Scotland but as global warming 
increases I’m moving North, so watch out! 

Deck the halls with Mr Jennings.

Didn’t we do well!

Did you know that 
at Drummond the 
students and staff 
wore really silly 
Christmas jumpers 
to raise money 
for malaria nets, 
shocking!!!!
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The Drummond Pledge
In September 2014 senior students from Drummond attended a conference where they learned about the effects of Malaria on children living in sub-Saharan Africa. They were inspired to make this pledge:

‘That we will raise money to provide the equivalent of one mosquito net for every child in Drummond Community High School, saving 386 lives.’

We raised a total of £903.41 which we donated to Save the Children’s Malaria Fund. The British Government’s Overseas Aid Fund promised to support fundraising 
£ for £ making a total of £1,806.82. This will buy 430 nets to protect children and families in Africa. 

How did we do?

I kill a child every 60 
seconds.

This is Prince. He lives 
in Kenya, I bit him! He 
said ‘the mosquito gave 
me malaria it makes 
you feel awful and the 
symptoms are terrible; 
fever, headaches, chills, 
feeling sick, I was very 
tired and my legs were 
sore. I was lucky, I 
recovered but missed a 
lot of school’.

I hate mosquito nets. 
They stop me biting you 
and save lives. They cost 
less than the price of a 
burger!

I am at my most dangerous when 
I’m pregnant... I need human 
blood!

Hi, my name is Malaria 
Maggie I carry the malaria 

disease.
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ASPIRE

Drummond CHS hosted the annual cluster dance show before the 
Christmas break. This involved students from our local primaries 
joining Drummond students to showcase their talents over two 
nights to sell out audiences. Performers ranged from P1-S6, with 
former pupil Corrie McKenzie who studies at Dundee Contemporary 
School of Dance closing the event on the final night. The event 
was a huge success with Alan Reid (Active Schools Co-ordinator) 
providing plenty of Christmas cracker style jokes between the 
fantastic performances. It was a thoroughly enjoyable event for all 
involved and the dancers put on a great show!

Drummond’s Celebration of Dance

In order to achieve consistency across all teaching areas, the acronym 
ASPIRE is used to illustrate the school and class rules.  These are 6 easy 
to remember guidelines for pupils – they are prominently displayed in 
classrooms and around the school.  Classroom teachers regularly promote 
each of these themes.

Drummond is currently receiving this aspect of our positive behaviour 
policy and has already conducted focus groups with pupils and staff, 
delivered presentations at assemblies and during in-service days. The 
views of all our stakeholders are valued – if you would like to contribute 
towards the review please contact the school office who will put you 
through to a DHT.

Attend to achieve

Strive to succeed

Prepared to learn

Involve yourself in school life

Respect everyone and our school

Excel in all you do

We recognise every pupil’s contribution towards achieving these goals 
through awarding of ASPIRE points.

At the start of each session a pupil is given 100 ASPIRE points.  For every 
positive referral from a member of staff they are awarded 2 points.  At 
Christmas time the three highest scoring pupils in each year group receive 
a certificate at a special awards assembly.  At the end of the summer 
term the top three pupils in each year group with the highest scores 
receive a trophy (first place) or a certificate (2nd/3rd) at our Celebration of 
Achievement Evening to which parents, staff and our partner agencies 
are invited.

Each individual’s ASPIRE points also contribute to HOUSE points and there 
is an overall award for the House of the year.  We also operate a 100% 
attendance award system where all those achieving this benchmark are 
entered in to a free prize draw at the end of each month to win a £10 
gift voucher, which is donated to us by our Parent Council.

We also recognise wider achievement both in and out of school through 
the awarding of our special achievement ties.  These ties can, for 
example, be awarded for a significant piece of work in school or in the 
local or wider community or for representing the school, or country, at a 
competition or event.  Although the school is aware of the involvement 
of most of our young people’s achievements in and out of school we do 
not always hear from our pupils directly about their achievements.  We 
would therefore encourage parents to let us know about any events your 
child is involved in outwith school which you feel merits an achievement 
tie, as we aim to promote an ethos of success at the school and celebrate 
our pupils’ achievements as much as we can.

On this note, we are aware that the majority of our pupils come to 
school and work diligently on a day-to-day basis and commit fully to 
their learning across all of their subjects.  We have therefore devised a 
new award to recognise this.  At the end of each term teachers have been 
asked to nominate pupils who have ‘worked diligently throughout the 
term’ in their subject.  Once they have completed this, all nominations 
for each pupil will be brought together on a certificate.  This will then 
be issued to each pupil at Tutor Group, highlighting their achievements 
within each subject area.  Parents will be able to see this at home and 
discuss their son/daughter’s success with them.  The ultimate goal for 
each pupil is to get multiple mentions i.e. all subjects to nominate them.

Achievement Tie
S1 pupil James Blair has just had a piece 
of his work published.  The poem below 
was included in a book of commemoration 
poems to mark the centenary of the Great 
War 1914-1918 completed when he was 
in P7 at Forthview Primary.

James has been awarded an achievement 
tie for his success.  Well done James!

Former Pupil News
Lana Borwick is now working with Warrender Swimming Club and 
in particular with their Youth Boys Squad.

Kimberley Reed – At the recent Scottish Athletics Awards Dinner, 
Kimberley received the Eric Liddell award for the most promising 
world class athlete of the future.

The S6 Committee worked with Miss Fry to organise a Community 
Event for residents of local care homes to help them celebrate 
Christmas. We made the residents sandwiches, mince pies, truffles 
and shortbread and also provided them with tea and coffee. It was 
a lovely opportunity to interact with them and we really enjoyed 
hearing all their stories when we went round and chatted to them. 
We also provided amazing entertainment from singing Wham’s - 
‘Last Christmas’ to the S6 Leaders performing Scottish Dancing. Not 
to forget our superstars Aisha and Danielle singing ‘Real Love’ by 
Tom Odell. It was a fantastic afternoon which was enjoyed by all. Elf 
Hats, Reindeer Antlers and Santa Hats were also a major hit with S6 
and our guests. 

Holly and Laura, S6

Christmas 
Community 

Event
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DCHS Pupils in National Pathology Week at Edinburgh Vet School
On the 5th November 2014, as part of National Pathology Week, four of our S4 students joined pupils from 10 other Lothian 
Schools at the University of Edinburgh Dick Vet Centre for Comparative Pathology, for an afternoon of activities.  
The students rotated around four areas. Firstly they observed a 
post mortem of a sheep, where they got to examine organs close 
up. Next they handled pre-dissected specimens such as a football-
sized ovarian granulosa cell tumour from a cow. They went on 
to use a multi-headed microscope, viewing slides showing a 
range of pathological abnormalities and finally they got to work 
on a microbiological laboratory identification exercise called 
“Pathogens Up Close”, examining bacteria grown from a milk 
sample from a suspected case of bovine mastitis. 
The afternoon concluded with a series of three 10 minute 
presentations by pathologists on developing a career in veterinary 
pathology, marine mammal pathology, and medical pathology 
and forensic pathology. 

Our students gathered information about potential careers in 
Science and thoroughly enjoyed this amazing opportunity.

Hello, I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you.  I’m Monica 
and I’m the CATS Co-ordinator for North Edinburgh based in Drummond 
Community High School, and no, we’re not planning to stage Lloyd Weber’s 
musical extravaganza. The CATS  (Community Access to Schools) initiative takes 
the form of promoting the use of school buildings – not only for Adult Education 
classes but a whole assortment of  lets including youth and sports groups and 
commercial lets which will help maximise income generation across the city.  
CATS will be working across several schools with Drummond as the hub. So it’s 
all happening here. I can be found most days in the Community Office.

We’re now well into our second term of adult classes and beginning to plan for 
next session.  We hope to be able to run our very popular and established classes 
but we are always open to suggestions for new classes.  So if you have an idea 
for a new class – an interest you’ve always wanted to pursue perhaps which you 
think other people would also be interested in – let us know and we’ll see what 
we can do. 

There will be a Celebration of Languages and Cultures event coming up in 
the summer term so look out for the publicity and come along.  Dates will be 
confirmed soon.

CATS comes to Drummond
S2 students have been practising their critical literacy 
and report writing skills in English. This interdisciplinary 
project focuses on the topic of Conflict which they have 
previously explored in Social Sciences. Students are 
examining purpose, audience, bias, fact and opinion in 
a variety of texts before focusing on a conflict of their 
choice.  Students will then showcase their rhetorical skills 
by producing a report using their ipads. 

English Interdisciplinary Project

In 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014 groups of pupils from Drummond 
Community High School have taken part in a trip to the Capital City 
of London to experience all of its sights and sounds.  This trip will 
happen again in 2015 and is open to all pupils currently in years 
S1- S5 Please note that this trip is not a guaranteed feature on the 
school calendar and will require a minimum number of pupils in 
order for it to run. Currently there are 25 - 30 spaces available 

Here is what’s included! 
Train journeys both-ways, hotel accommodation, breakfast 
on all mornings, Sightseeing Tour, All Dinners in restaurants, 
exploring London’s Museums & galleries, a ‘flight’ on the 
London Eye, a river-cruise on the Thames OR exploring 
Madame Tussauds, a ticket for a top West End Musical! 
Chilling in one of London’s famous green parks, shopping in 
famous flag-ship stores such as Top Shop, Forever 21, Harrods 
or even Hamleys! 

The cost will be £365 per pupil, which includes everything above 
plus travel when in and around London. This experience is expensive 
but the cost will be split-up throughout the lead-up to the trip and as 
past participants will agree, it is definitely an extremely worthwhile, 
seriously fun-filled trip and an opportunity to make new friends 

across year-groups! 
If the young-person in your care is interested in attending this Trip 
then they must do the following:

1. Return the tear-off slip below with a deposit of £35 to the   
 School Office as soon as possible (The rest of the amount will  
 be paid monthly at the end of February, March and April in three 
 instalments of £110.00) A receipt will be issued by the Office each  
 time for all payments and these should be kept for your records).

2. Ask the Music Department for a letter!

3. Make sure that they commit to a high level of ASPIRE points/  
 good behaviour throughout the coming school session.

4. Make contact with the appropriate Pupil Support Teacher to  
 discuss any queries/issues regarding payment. 
 
* Please note: If cancellation is made by the pupil/ family (or school 
due to negative behaviour displayed by the pupil) then the deposit 
is only refundable in extreme circumstances. 

Miss L Matuszak, Music Department 

DCHS London Trip - Suspended Timetable
Tuesday 23rd, Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th June 2015



   

Parent Council meetings are a chance for all parents and carers with children 
at Drummond to come along and learn more about how the school is run. 
They are also an opportunity for you to have your say and to discover how 
you can be actively involved in the school community.

October’s meeting focussed on the topic of ‘Settling into school’. Pupils 
from S1 gave a presentation on their experiences of starting high school. 
Pupils from S6 talked about transitions within the senior part of the school. 
Ms Cook stressed that the most important part of parental involvement in 
education is often simple, practical stuff like ensuring children have peace 
and space to do homework, and that they get to school on time with the 
appropriate gear.

November’s meeting was about ‘Building your child’s aspirations’. Mr Paley 
gave a presentation. The school has a great deal of information on pupils 
attainment and achievement and is working to share this more effectively 
with parents. Feedback should be a positive experience and the school 
wants to encourage parents and guardians to discuss reports, etc, with the 
children in their care. 

Notes from these meetings are available on the school website.

Future meetings:

March 25th

6:30pm - 8pm at DCHS Making the most of iPads for education

May 27th

6:30pm - 8pm at DCHS Annual General Meeting (with nibbles!)

Come along and meet staff, pupils and other parents. Discover different 
ways of engaging with the school, hear the latest news and discuss 
important issues affecting your child’s education. See you there!

If you’d like to find out more about the Parent Council or you want to raise 
an issue, please contact Diane at kennedydiane3@gmail.com or Jean at 
bjplus2@yahoo.com

   

   

   

On the evening of Wednesday the 17th of December 30 DCHS pupils plus 
Mrs Collins, Mrs Cooper and their daughters alongside Miss Matuszak and 
Miss Stroud all followed the yellow brick road up to the Playhouse to see 
the hit musical ‘Wicked’. The trip had been organised 
way back in June and everyone was really excited!

Lots of emerald (natch!), fantastic songs, great dance 
routines, intriguing costumes and sets plus an epic 
back story about the Good Witch and the Bad Witch 
from ‘The Wizard of Oz’ meant a truly memorable 
night out for all and a great start to the Festive 
Season!

Languages - Annabel Luque-Ordonez, has been appointed as a teacher of Modern 
Languages and is covering Alison Colquhoun’s post whiles she is on a year’s career 
break, working in Spain to enable her to teach Spanish in DCHS on her return.

Computing - Dave Phillips has been appointed as a permanent teacher of 
Computing and started with us on Monday 12th January.
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On 22nd October a group of ten S2 pupils from Drummond’s CDT 
department visited Edinburgh College to take part in – and WIN - their 
heat for the Construction and Built Environment Challenge. Competing 
against Castlebrae HS the Drummond team work excellently together to 
successfully complete a range of practical tasks. The pupils involved had 
great fun, and enjoyed applying their skills from CDT learning in a new 
context, working with professionals from Edinburgh College and Napier 
University. The team has qualified for the Grand Final in January at the 
Edinburgh Corn Exchange, where they 
will compete against 11 other finalists. 
Congratulations to the following S2 
pupils involved: Mhari Dickie, Denzel 
Pujol, Douglas Steel, Swapnil Vyas, Kai 
Fatunmbi-Randall, Jodie Kay, Mark 
McHale, Charly Miller, Pakriti Thapa, 
and Erin Youngs.

S2 Construction Challenge
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Migration LivesParent Council

Drummond Community High School has had the opportunity to make a partnership 
with the John Lewis Partnership to assist hosting the retail classes practical experience 
part of the National 5 course. On Thursdays the retail class visits John Lewis department 
store and we each get a chance to work 
in a different department such as men’s 
fashion, toys, ladieswear, technologies, 
childrenswear, furniture and ladies 
accessories.
The partners of John Lewis have been 
really helpful in mentoring and teaching 
us about retail industry and giving us 
tips and advice. We have got to do tasks 
and learn about areas including: visual 
merchandising, customer service, stock 
replenishment, interviewing skills, manual handling and pricing. This has been great as 
we now have basic retail skills for the world of work. 

Aadam Arrain

Conference at St. Andrews University 15th November 2014
(written by Mrs Punn who attended the conference with Cameron Smith 

and Greig Howat (S6) and Martyna Swiderek and Natalia Naparlo (S3)

Transnationalising modern languages

The Rome-based Archivio Memorie Migranti (AMM) discussed 
different ways of documenting and showing others what it means 
to migrate and to make a hostile welcome a home where they can be 
safe after leaving a violent, life threating home country.  The AMM 
showed the importance of telling stories about migration, looking 
especially at how media such as photography and video interact 
with the spoken and written word.  As part of the AHRC-funded 
project ‘Transnationalising Modern Languages: Mobility Identity 
and Translation in Modern Italian Cultures’, this event featured a 
screening of Dagmawi Yimer’s film Va pensiero—an exploration of 
racist violence in Italy—and an exhibition of the work of photographer 
and video artist Mario Badagliacca exploring the different spaces of 
migration.

The main speakers, Monica Bandella, and, Zakaria Mohamed 
Ali,  talked on the importance of identity and the “I am” concept 
in knowing your past, present and future. Human identity and 
experiences are based on learning from the past, knowing the 
present, and planning for the future. Some Migrants come with 
a traumatic past then have to adapt to the present and save the 
planned future they had dreamt of in their own country. Workshops 
included – looking at the world through the eyes of a migrant and 
making sense of questions and situations in the present and trying 
to adapt.

Zakaria Mohamed Ali – a journalist in his own country Somali escaped 
with only a photo of his family and an empty diary to document his 
experiences.  He shared his diary as this was a presentation of his 
identity now.  He expressed the importance of documenting stories 
so that others have a greater understanding of you as the “I am” 
concept. Zakaria had escaped persecution in his country.  He travelled 
across deserts with hundreds of people. In this journey he saw people 
dying of disease, rape, starvation, beatings and exhaustion. There 
were a lot of sad stories but some hopeful ones too which lifted 
community spirits; teenager weddings and sisters protected by 
others. Then Zakaria had to fight to get on a ship to Italy. The Italian 
government ignored them and left them at sea for 5 days until the 
world media reported this as a human rights violation. Zakaria is now 
living in Italy, has learnt Italian and is sharing his stories.

Rajni Punn – EAL Teacher

For those pupils in S4 doing 3 or more National 5 exams, exam leave will start on Tuesday 
5th May and end on Friday 29th May (inclusive).  Pupils in S5 and S6 will get this same 
period for leave.

Pupils doing exams in the first week of the exam diet, prior to the ‘official leave’ (Admin/
IT, Drama, Graphic Communication and History), will be offered two days of study leave 
prior to their exam.  So if their exam is on Wednesday 29th April, they will be allowed 
Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th off to study.  They will then sit the exam on Wednesday 
29th and return to school on Thursday and Friday.

Pupils in S4 sitting 2 or less National 5 exams or those S4s following N4 or N3 courses, will 
have an individually tailored timetable for the period of exam leave.  This will encompass 
some taught classes in school, some exam leave if they have exams and the possibility of 
attending college one day a week for the four weeks of the month of May.

S6 

The official leaving date for S6 pupils is 31st May 2015.

SQA Exam Leave

Staffing


