
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council Meeting 28/01/15 

 
Present: Diane Kennedy, Jean Saddler, Rona Garvie, Edmund Farrow, Michael Paley,  
David Sterratt, Sue Cook, Naomi Stewart, Gordon Hunter, Farida Humza, Cerina 

Wheatland 
 
Course Choices 

 

Gordon Hunter (Depute Head, Senior phase), Sue Cook (Acting Head Teacher) and 
Michael Paley (Guidance) presented information on course choices for pupils in S3, 

S4 and S5. 
 
Copies of the Senior School Contract and S5 application form were handed out along 
with the grid (‘learner pathway’) showing available course choices in the senior phase 
(S4-S6). Due to Drummond’s relatively small size in the senior school it is not 
possible to make every combination a pupil may wish to select available. However, 

there are ways round this. The whole senior phase is now viewed as an opportunity to 
take a number of different subjects, at different levels, from those available in S4, S5 
and S6. Over this period of three years, pupils should be able to follow all the subjects 
they want e.g. if a National 5 is unavailable in S4 it can be taken in S5 or S6. It’s also 
possible to travel to other schools or colleges for some subjects. The timetable is 
arranged so that this normally occurs on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 

 
For career paths where five Highers are expected to be taken in one year (e.g. law, 
medicine), the school can find a way to make the appropriate subject combinations 
happen. 
 
How are pupils helped to decide which subjects to take? 

 - They are asked for provisional choices before Christmas to aid in timetable 
creation. 
 - The learner pathway sheet is given out in late January. 
 - Information evening for S3/4/5 parents in February. (2nd Feb 2015 7pm). 
 - Guidance is given in PSE lessons. 
 - Websites such as My World of Work.  http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/ 

 - Individual interviews with guidance teachers after the February Week 
holiday. (Parents invited too!) 
 - Teachers need to agree final choices. (Some subjects have limited numbers 
e.g. 20 in a lab.) 
 - Application forms for S5 and S6 are intended to make pupils think about 
why they want to continue attending school and what they hope to achieve.  

 
Raising Teens with Confidence: 

 
Naomi Stewart (Community Learning and Development Worker - Edinburgh 
Council) advertised a class promoting mental health and well-being for parents and 
carers of teens. 

 
The course will run on Monday nights, starting on Feb 9th (or after the February 
Week depending on interest), and run for six weeks. The course aims to give parents 
and carers time to explore how they can best support their teenage children to 

http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/


navigate increasing independence and develop confidence, security and resilience, as 
well as promote emotional well-being in themselves. 
 
If you wish to take part, please email naomi.stewart@ea.edin.sch.uk 

 
Feedback from the last meeting: 

 
There is now a parent’s guide to qualifications on the school website. 
EDMUND to follow up with Peter Luke (the Business Manager) about fundraising. 
The situation with disabled access and doors has been discussed in the school. 

 
Careers Speed Dating: 

 

Thirty people are coming to school on 4th February at 5.30pm to talk about their 
careers with S3-6 pupils. The pupils will travel round the concourse in groups, 
spending a few minutes each with a selection of the speakers. The aim is to open 

pupils up to the possibilities available to them. 
 
The Evening News may cover the event and the contacts made with employers should 
bring other opportunities to the school. 
 
Parent Council to arrive at 5pm to meet and greet the speakers. Catering costs to be 

split evenly between the school and the Parent Council. 
 
Co-chairs’ Update: 

 
Heather Smith (Edinburgh Council) has offered the school an Internet Safety Course 
for parents. It was agreed this would be a good thing for the Parent Council to run at 

the start of the next academic year. 
TODO - JEAN? 
 
The next meeting of the North Neighbourhood Group is on February 10th at Leith 
Academy. 
JEAN to possibly attend. 

 
It was agreed that the Parent Council will pay for prizes given by the school for 
attendance. 
 
Head Teacher’s Report: 

 

The predicted intake for S1 pupils next year will be around 50, leaving the school roll 
at around 375.  
 
New language and computing teachers are in place. Mandarin will be available in the 
school next year with tasters in S2 and S3 and a master class. There will also 
hopefully be a school trip to China the following year. 

 
Work is being done to provide a ‘Meaningful May’ for pupils not getting exam leave. 
There will be some college courses and definite learning goals. 
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AOCB: 

 
Farida asked if the school organises any fire safety talks for the pupils. Sue responded 
that it’s covered in PSE and classes where it’s especially relevant. 

 
David suggested that ‘ways to promote the school’ would be a good topic for future 
discussion. Some discussion happened immediately: 
 
The open evening for primary children can be a bit random with different people 
getting to see different parts of the school. DCHS has a reputation for not being 

academic. Other schools go on about their facilities e.g. sports fields, swimming pool. 
It would be good for Parent Council members to visit the Parent Council at local 
primaries to talk up the school. 
  
Future Meetings: 

 

25th March - Making the most of iPads 
27th May - AGM   


