
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council  02/09/15 

 

Present: Gordon Hunter, Mure Dickie, Edmund Farrow, David Sterratt, Niki Munro, 

Farida Hamza, Susan Cook 

 

Apologies: Rona Garvie, Michael Paley 

 

Matters arising from the last meeting: 

 

 The Council has paid the administration allowance. The Parent Council now 

has funds of around £1500. 

 In relation to the school gaining the LGBT Charter Mark, there was an article 

in the Evening News which talked about how Drummond had dealt with one 

such issue in a positive light. 

 EDMUND to update the application form to request money from the Parent 

Council and pass it on for inclusion on the school website. 

 

Head Teacher’s Report: 

 

Sue Cook presented an overview of what is currently happening at the school and of 

preliminary exam results. 

 

Staff and students are settling in well. The prospectus is on the website and feedback 

on it would be welcome. The School Improvement Plan and a draft Standards and 

Quality Report are also on the website. This will be finalised in the coming week. 

 

Initial SQA results (pre any successful remarks): 
 

S4 (79 pupils) 
3 pupils attained 6 or more at level 5+ or National 5  
9 pupils attained 5 or more at level 5+ or National 5 

29 pupils attained 3 or more at level 5+ or National 5 (38% - up from 26% in 2014) 

56 pupils attained 1 or more at level 5+ (73% - up from 48% in 2014) 
 

There is a senior phase strategic working group reviewing City of Edinburgh 

Council’s approach to how many National exams a pupil should sit.  The outcome of 

this will impact on the current P7 pupils. 

 

S5 (67 pupils) 
5 pupils achieved 5 at Level 6+ or Higher 
10 pupils attained 3 or more at Level 6+ or Higher 

29 pupils attained 1 or more at Level 6+  
 

S6 (53 pupils) 

10 pupils attained 1 or more at Level 7+ or Advanced Higher 
10 pupils attained 3 or more at level 6+ or Higher 
32 pupils attained 1 or more at Level 6+ or Higher 
  
Results are generally stable or improved. Parents/pupils who attained 4 or more 

National 5s and 3 or more Highers have been written letters of congratulation.  

http://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/crime/transgender-teen-jasper-reveals-bullying-hell-1-3866925


 

School Improvement Groups for all teaching staff. These started on Friday and will 

meet 4 times throughout the year focusing on Learning and Teaching, Attainment and 

Achievement, Broad General Education/Tutor/Profiling and an Across Learnings 

Group (Literacy, Numeracy and HWB).  These groups will drive forward the School 

Improvement Plan and ensure it is a working document and all staff know its contents 

and work towards these. 
 

Staffing is very stable with only one current vacancy (0.62 Modern Languages 

Teacher). 
 

The school roll is currently 350 but the budget was based on 374. The official school 

census determining funding is 16th September. 

 

The Raising Teens with Confidence course will run again and Niki Munro & Claire 

Thomson will be trained to teach it. Start date is January 11th 2016. Edmund and 

David both highly recommended it to those present. 

 

The P5-7 Information Evening will be on Tuesday 29th September 6-7:30pm. 

EDMUND and 

FARIDA to give a brief introduction for the Parent Council and a plug for the school 

website. 

 

Survey Responses 

 

Before the meeting, David created a survey which was sent out to parents from the 

school via email. It was designed to encourage parental involvement and get feedback 

on the school. He discussed the responses. Although there were only around a dozen, 

six people expressed an interest in becoming more involved and left contact details. 

 

Concerns raised and responses to those concerns: 

 The state of the common room. This has been recently cleaned and spruced 

up. 

 Lack of information on the website. The site was recently rebuilt from 

scratch and so it’s not yet complete. However, there is now a great deal of 

information on there (e.g. on bullying) along with the school handbook and the 

prospectus. It was suggested that the menu labelling and layout could be 

improved to make important information easier to find. A request was also 

made to update the school uniform leaflet, particularly in terms of suppliers. 

(This has already been done. LIZ DOYLE to send the revised version to Peter 

Luke for inclusion on the website.) 

 How much does the school listen to the Pupil Voice? It was agreed to ask 

Mr Paley about this at the next meeting. 

 Too many supply teachers. This is out of the school’s control but staffing is 

much more stable this year so there should be less need for supply cover. Also, 

when a supply teacher is required every effort is made to find specialist cover. 

 The state of the toilets. Pupil complaints about toilets tend to be high in every 

school. Nonetheless, Drummond does take them seriously and the school aims 

to deal with issues quickly. The toilets are checked during the day and there 

http://drummondhigh.org/2015/09/02/raising-teens-with-confidence/


are signs in every facility advising pupils how to report issues. These are dealt 

with swiftly by janitorial staff. 

 There should be more school events e.g. plays and community activities. 

The school has a new drama teacher which will hopefully lead to 

performances of some kind. There is a Diversity event planned for 11th 

February to be organised jointly with Leith Academy. 

 Pupils who can’t pay for ingredients don’t get to do FCT. Paying to do 

FCT is a City of Edinburgh policy and Drummond cannot afford to make up 

the shortfall. A discussion was held on the issue and it was agreed that this 

policy is not good for the health and well-being of pupils, puts up barriers and 

increases inequality. FCT is a subject in which Drummond performs strongly 

but pupils are discouraged from taking it at exam level because of the cost. 

DAVID to draft a letter to the Council and other politicians (Angela Constance 

MSP, Cllr Paul Godzik, Kezia Dugdale MSP, Nicola Sturgeon MSP) asking 

for the policy to be changed. DAVID to raise the issue at the North 

Neighbourhood meeting. 

 The school notice board at the main gate. This could use some TLC to 

smarten up the school’s image. SUE to liaise with Pauline Claire/Monica Nall 

(Community Team) and Michael Paley (Pupil Voice) about the possibility of 

student input to brighten it up. 

 

Other Business  

 

DAVID to set up a Parent Council email address which can be sent out in a text 

message to parents. 

DAVID to set up a Google Group for Parent Council regulars. David will become the 

first contact for the Parent Council from the school and then pass on communication 

when necessary via the group. 

DAVID to speak to Mr Paley about attending Pupil Voice. 

 

Ideas for themes for future meetings: Parental engagement, internet safety (primary 

parents could be invited as well), Curriculum for Excellence, a course run by the 

Scottish Parent Teacher Council such as ‘Involving All Parents’ or ‘Parent Council 

Essentials’. 

DAVID to contact Heather Smith about an internet safety evening. 

 

The meeting closed with hot-off-the-internet news that a team from Drummond had 

won the Heriot-Watt Design Smash Challenge. Well done to all involved!  

 

Future Meetings: 

 

October 7th - Parental Engagement 

November 25th  

January 27th  

February 3rd - Speed dating event  

March 16th  

May 25th - AGM 

http://www.sptc.info/
http://www.sptc.info/
http://drummondhigh.org/2015/09/03/heriot-watt-design-smash-challenge-2015/

