
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council  07/10/15 

 

Present: Gordon Hunter, Michael Paley, Edmund Farrow, David Sterratt, Susan Cook, 

Lewis Ritchie 

 

Apologies: Rona Garvie, Farida Hamza  

 

Matters arising from the last meeting: 

 

 The application form for Parent Council grants is now on the school website. 

 The new Parent Council email address is: 

drummond.parent.council@gmail.com 

 There is a Google group for the Parent Council to discuss issues between 

meetings if necessary. 

 

Pupil Voice: 

 

Michael Paley talked about the role and importance of the Pupil Voice in the school. 

It gives pupils a chance to have their say on the way the school is run and to work to 

improve the school themselves. 

 

Recruiting members has been difficult this year, however. Thirty to forty application 

forms were handed out but few were received back. This is to be investigated. The 

form may have been too intimidating but it’s important that pupils take the group 

seriously and feel it’s worthwhile. 

 

DAVID to talk to a personal contact about organising a training event for the Pupil 

Voice, possibly dealing with role, responsibility and respect. 

 

It was agreed in principle for the Parent Council to give around £250 to the Pupil 

Voice to award in small amounts to pupils for individual projects. 

MICHAEL to arrange for a grant application form to be submitted.  

 

Head Teacher’s Report: 

 

Acting Head Teacher Sue Cook presented an overview of what is currently happening 

at the school. 

 

Norma Prentice was on secondment at Castlebrae High School but the appointment 

has now been made permanent, creating a vacancy for the post of Head Teacher at 

Drummond. Liz Gray, Drummond’s Quality Improvement Manager, will email David 

about Parent Council involvement in the selection process. 
 

Beata Valente-Figueria has been appointed to the previously vacant Modern 

Languages post and will start at Drummond after the October break. 
 

Personalisation and choice at the end of S2: Changes to the system for choosing 

subjects in S3 are being considered. The current model allows pupils to select a major 

and a minor from each of four curriculum areas – technologies, science, expressive 

arts and social subjects. The proposed new model would allow pupils to select one 



subject from three of these areas and two from the other (along with Maths, English 

and a modern language). This would mean fewer subjects in S3 but all subjects 

chosen would be studied in equal depth. In year 3, pupils would follow 8 subjects and 

then continue with only 6 of these in S4 (two being English and Maths).  Pupil 

consultation will take place between October and February and, if the decision is 

made to proceed with the new model, a parental consultation will take place with the 

current S1 pupils’ parents in May/June 2016. The new system would start in February 

2017.   
 

Faculty Review: Quality assurance of the learning and teaching across the school will 

start with Languages and Literacy, Maths, Expressive Arts and Science, from 9th-27th 

November.  This will involve Council representatives, along with Head Teachers and 

Depute Heads from around the City, giving feedback on and also learning from 

Drummond’s current practices. As part of this there will be pupil and staff focus 

groups, parental surveys and 360 analysis of Curriculum Leaders. 
 

The school newsletter will be out just after the October break.  
 

How Good Is Our School 4 was released two weeks ago. It’s an important document 

which will support schools with self-improvement. 

 

China Trip October 2016: So far eleven pupils have elected to go. The trip coincides 

with the school adding Mandarin to the curriculum for S2/3 taster sessions and also 

Senior School master classes. The trip will include two days at school in Tianjin No 1 

High School. 
 

Career Speed Dating Event: 

 

There was a discussion over whether to hold a careers event this academic year like 

the one held last year. (The currently timetabled day is the same as the school 

Diversity Day.) It was decided that holding a large event for the entire Senior School 

every year might lead to a lessening in enthusiasm both from pupils and employers. A 

much smaller event, possibly during the day and for S1s, was suggested. 

 

Tea and coffee at Parent Events: 
 

The Parent Council offered to help provide tea and coffee at school events for parents. 

It would be a fund-raising opportunity and also a chance to interact with other parents 

and raise the profile of the Parent Council. Senior students could help. Parents would 

either be charged for refreshments or asked for a donation. 

 

DAVID to investigate practicalities and liaise with GORDON. There are two parent 

evenings in November. 

 

Parental charges for CDT and FCT: 

 

After a discussion at the September meeting, David wrote to councillors and MSPs 

about parental charges for practical sessions in FCT and CDT, requesting the Council 

provide free ingredients and materials for students as an issue of equality and to meet 

their obligations under the Education (Scotland) Act 1980. 



Councillor Godzik (Convener of Education, Children & Families) responded that the 

matter is being looked at. Councillor Ritchie (Leith Walk ward) came along in person 

to learn more. He stated that narrowing the attainment gap is a priority and that the 

Council should do more. He will investigate the matter further and write to Cllr 

Godzik and Gillian Tee. Getting the fees paid for those on free school meals or 

(preferably) for those in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 1-3 category 

might be an achievable objective. 

 

Malcolm Chisholm MSP has also written to say he will take up the matter with the 

Council. 

 

Internet Safety Evening: 

 

This is on 24th November at 7pm. Sign up on the school website. There will be a 

normal Parent Council meeting beforehand at the earlier than usual time of 6pm. 

 

Parental Involvement: 

 

Michael Paley talked about getting parents more involved with their children’s 

education: 

 

In the past, the school ran information and practical evenings on the themes of music, 

art, literacy and health & well-being. These were a great success and it would be good 

to run something similar again. It’s important to know what parents want, though. 

MICHAEL to write a brief description of the kind of event envisaged. 

DAVID to create a very short questionnaire. 

 

Attendance Prizes: 

 

It was agreed to give £60 to the school to fund prizes for 100% attendance. 

(EDMUND to organise.) 

 

Scottish Parent Teacher Council: 

 

There’s a Parent Council Essentials course at Carrick Knowe Primary on October 

28th, 7-9pm. 

It might be possible to organise an event at Drummond in February. 

 

Feedback from P5-7 Information Evening: 

 

Edmund and Farida attended on behalf of the Parent Council and spoke to several 

parents who were very impressed with the school’s atmosphere and facilities. 

However, many of them did not appreciate that the school is more than capable of 

dealing with a wide range of pupil abilities. The school has experience and expertise 

at finding positive destinations for those with vocational skills but academically gifted 

pupils are also pushed, achieving high grades and continuing on to Further Education. 

This message of academic achievement is worth emphasising in future 

communications and at events. 

 

Burger Van: 



  

An email from Alison Sim, the canteen manager, was shared, expressing concern over 

the burger van situated just outside the school. The canteen is restricted in what it can 

serve but the van is not, so there is unfair competition. The van potentially also 

encourages unhealthy eating habits and causes friction when pupils attempt to eat 

non-canteen food in the school. 

 

The school and Parent Council will object to renewal of the van’s license when it 

comes up next year. 
 

Future Meetings: 

 

November 24th (a Tuesday!) - Internet Safety  

January 27th  

March 16th  

May 25th - AGM 


