
Welcome to the November edition of our newsletter. 
Already this term has been a very busy and exciting term. We have enjoyed welcoming our new S1 pupils 
and they seem to have settled in admirably to secondary school life and are enjoying the challenges 
it brings. Our S4 pupils have started in the Senior Phase of their school career and are experiencing 
learning in their classes with S5 and S6 pupils. This year we are offering a few new subjects in both 
our S1-S3 Broad General Education and in our S4-6 Senior Phase. All pupils in S1 will experience our 
new Design, Engineer, Construct course which is being taught by our Technologies faculty.  This course 
is being sponsored by Hardies, a local business who support the value in developing the skills of our 
young people in this area. A sincere thank you goes to them for supporting this. Our new S3 STEM 
(Science, Technologies, Engineering and Maths) Inter-disciplinary Masterclass is exploring the theme of 
Space and pupils are enjoying learning in creative and innovative ways as well as further developing 
their literacy, numeracy and research skills. In our S4-6 Senior Phase we are offering Higher Engineering 
for the first time this year as well as a new ap-proach to Masterclasses for S5/6 including Mandarin, 
Heartstart, Mindfulness and many more (as detailed later on in this newsletter). A very exciting time in 
the school offering increased opportunities for raising attainment, wider achievement and also helping 
pupils develop the necessary skills for learning, life and work.

SQA examinations.
This is our second year of presenting pupils in the new National Qualifications and 50.65% of S4 pupils attained 3 or more National 5 passes. In 
2014 this figure was 32.47%, so a remarkable achievement for our young people in terms of rewarding their commitment and effort. 23.38% 
achieved 5 or more National 5 passes, compared to 19.48% in 2014. This is really encouraging and motivating for pupils in terms of what they 
can attain next year. At S5 stage 23.88% of pupils attained 3+ Highers (slightly down on last year’s figure of 27.4%). By the end of S6 37.25% 
attained 5 or more Higher passes which was an improvement on last year’s 34.69%. At Advanced Higher level 23.53% of S6 achieved 1 or more 
and 5.88% attained 3 or more. These were in a variety of subjects including Art, Music, English, Graphic Communication, Physics, Chemistry and 
Maths. This is our best Advanced Higher pass rate over the last 5 years. I am delighted by these results and truly believe the school’s attainment is 
moving in a very positive direction due to the hard work and commitment from staff and pupils, as well as the support we have had from parents 
promoting good study habits.

Standards and Quality Improvement Plan (including the School Improvement Plan for 2015/16)
Both of these documents are on our website and give detailed information on last year’s key points of action and how we addressed these as a 
school to allow us to make progress throughout the session. The School Improvement Plan sets out our key strategic aims for this coming year and 
details how we aim to achieve these. An abbreviated version of the SQIP is also available on the website for parents should you wish to read this.
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Headteacher’s News

Drummond wins the Heriot-Watt Design 
Smash Challenge 2015

Congratulations to our group of S5 girls, from senior Graphic Communication, who 
won the Heriot-Watt Design Smash Challenge 2015. Competing against other schools 
from central Scotland the students were asked to propose a new use for existing 
buildings and land on a site in Edinburgh’s city centre, that would address future needs. 
Working excellently as a group the Drummond students developed and presented, in 
just 2 hours, an outstandingly creative and bold proposal that addressed homeless 
issues in the City – a rooftop farm spanning three city blocks that provided produce for 
domestic accommodation, kitchens and other public services in the buildings below, 
with the whole design offering sustainable accommodation, support, training and 
employment opportunities for homeless individuals.

Their work showed significant maturity and understanding of social issues within a 
community, and impressed the judging courses tutors from Heriot-Watt 
University. Huge congratulations to all the girls: Enkhjin Tugsjargal,
Nikita Graham, Josie Swift, Alison Laing and Nisha Kaur.
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StaffingKEY DATES FOR PARENTS 
THIS TERM
10th November
S5/6 Parents’ Evening – 4.30-6.30pm

26th November
S4 Parents’ Evening – 4.30-6.30pm

24th November (change of date)
Parent Council themed evening –
 Internet Safety for Young 
People (delivered by the Police)
6.30 – 8pm (Theatre) - Sign up via the school website

2nd December
Winter Warmer Concert – 6pm

We have had a few new staff join our team between August and October.

Lauren Millar joins us as our new Active Schools Coordinator, replacing Alan Reid. 

Alison Colquhoun re-joins us after a career break teaching English as an additional 
language in Spain. 

Dawn Taylor (Drama) and Angela McLoone (Music) both started in August and have 
ensured a full complement in the Expressive Arts faculty, ensuring all pupils will 
have the opportunity to experience all three subjects in their S1-S3 Broad General 
Education.

Mairi Baillie was appointed permanently to PE, having been with us as a Probationer 
teacher for the session 2014/15.

Alicia Coyle started with us in the Maths faculty and Natalie Harper joined our 
Additional Support for Learning Team.

Hello. Do you know Drummond Community 
High School runs over 50 Adult Education 
classes which are open to those over 16? These 
take place not only during the school day but in 
the evenings too, during the school term. And 
we have some classes at weekends.
We offer a wide range of classes – they really do 
range from A to Z, including as they do, Art and 
Zumba, with languages, cookery, Pilates and a 
host of others in between.  We also offer the 
Cultural Peer Project where adults of all ages 
and languages come together to discover and 
share their knowledge & love of Edinburgh. 
Reregistering for these classes will take place 
early December but in the meantime we’re 
offering a range of one day workshops on 
Saturday 24th October. You can still book for 
Stained Glass, Doll Making, Casting Silver 
with Cuttlefish, Large Scale Art from 
the Human Body and Experimental Print 
Making.  These one day workshops are a great 
way to engage with your creative side and try 
something new without having to commit to a 
10 week course.
We’re also starting a 5 week Cooking with 
your Children course which will start on 
Saturday the 24th October between 10 am – 12 
noon.
This course is designed to help school age 
children and their parents work together to 
prepare quick, healthy and low-cost meals and 
enjoy eating them together. These hands-on 
classes focus on cooking new ingredients and 
adding a variety of vegetables to family meals. 
The children develop cooking and food safety 
skills and parents gain confidence in their 
child’s abilities to help with food preparation. 
Suitable for any kind of family. You will acquire 
new techniques and discover new recipes and 
ingredients that make cooking easy, fun and 
rewarding, all you need to bring is a sense of 
fun and a healthy appetite. Cooking together 
strengthens bonds, passes on traditions, 
improves the family diet and gets meals on 
the table faster. Developing new skills and 
confidence are very important outcomes of 
cooking with your children. This course provides 
an opportunity for building quality parent-child 
experiences.
Information about all our classes is available on 
www.joininedinburgh.org/Drummond
you can book your class online too.

Inst Name Course

Ali Ahmad Heriot Watt Quantity Surveying

Freya Aitken-Scot Robert Gordon University Fashion and Textiles Design

Mark Burns Edinburgh Napier Social Sciences

Zoe Clack St Andrews University International Relations

James Forde University of Edinburgh Architecture

Greig Howitt University of Arts, London Photography

Glen Hunter St Andrews University Astrophysics

Sana Hussain Edinburgh Napier International Business Management

Josh Koukpaki Abertay University Sport and Exercise

James McGuigan University of Edinburgh Chemical Engineering

Hannah Paterson Dundee Art and Design (General Foundation)

Natalia Rocha St Andrews University Biochemistry (MBiochem)

Sulaiman Sarwar University of Edinburgh
Medicinal and Biological Chemistry with 
Industrial Experience

Evyan Walters University of Edinburgh Business with Marketing

Lachlan Woods Heriot Watt Computer Science (Software Engineering)

S6 Leavers 2015 - University Destinations

Useful Contacts
Senior Management Team (Oct—Dec) House Heads

Miss S Cook - acting HT Mr M Paley - Annandale

Mrs E McLean  - DHT  Ms M Rawluk - Bellevue

Mr G Humter – DHT Mrs C Thomson - Claremont

Mr P Luke - Business Manager

Monica Nall - Community Education

Email: admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk

As part of our Higher Leadership course every Monday, we are grateful to have Leith Walk visit 
Drummond and take part in activity sessions lead by us. This involves us working together to prepare 
lesson plans in advance and then teaching them brand new skills or further develop their existing 
skills.  So far the Leaders have delivered basketball, football and fitness sessions and although 
sometimes nervous, we are all excited to have the opportunity to work with Drummond’s cluster 
primary schools and hope they enjoy it as much as we do. 

The next phase of our Leadership course involves us getting to work with students who have 
additional support needs. This will involve us travelling offsite to work alongside PE teachers. 

Mairi Stenhouse
S6 Leader

S6 Leaders

Adult Education
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DCHS has been making great strides in the pursuit of equipping our students for the 
world beyond school. As well as supporting traditional academic pursuits and students’ 
wider interests and achievements, we are working hard to recognise and anticipate 
areas that will give our students the greatest chances of success moving into the future. 
One of these areas is STEM - which stands for Science Technology Engineering and 

Maths. There is a substantial skills gap in the Scottish workforce in these areas, and with an ageing current workforce, this is predicted to increase 
dramatically over the next 20 years. The flip side to this is a huge area of opportunity for students entering further education or work in these areas. 
6 of the Guardians “10 highest paid jobs in the UK” 2015 had links to STEM. With this in mind, and backed by the Wood report, and Scottish 
Governments STEM agenda, we continue to offer more opportunities for our students to engage and benefit from STEM experiences. This year we 
have launched an exciting program of STEM IDL- Inter Disciplinary Learning. On Monday mornings, all S3s are being giving the opportunity to spend 
6 week blocks in different areas of the school looking at how these disciplines contribute to STEM in a specific situation - we have chosen the theme 
of Space.

This is what our students have been doing so far:

In CDT:   Undertaking a NASA set challenge to design a 3D printable hand tool suitable for manufacture and use on board the ISS by astronauts.

In FCT: Learning about the effects of space on the human body and creating food suitable for the ISS.

In Science:  Learning about astronomy and investigating the logistics of sending a rover to Mars.

In Maths: Investigating natural resources on other planets.

Edinburgh is hoping to secure a groundbreaking opportunity linked directly with the International Space Station in the future, so we are giving our 
students an experience now in anticipation of this and we are very excited at how our young engineers / scientists / technologists and mathematicians 
are tackling their tasks so far!

At the beginning of October Mr Kelly took two 
students to a football coaching roadshow at 
Stewart Melville High School. The roadshow was 
organised by Inspire Sports and the day involved 
professional academy football coaches from 
FC Porto in Portugal coaching Scottish youth 
footballers and giving them a chance to learn 
the methods and ways of their style of football. 
Andrew Martin and Jack Halliday (S3) were 
selected for the trip as a reward for being the 
performer of the block 
at PE and because 
they have shown both 
excellent attitudes and 
football ability. Both 
boys had a great day out 
and impressed the FC 
Porto coaches with their 
skills and technique.

Football Coaching

Over the Summer break, six S6 pupils who are part of ‘Career 
Ready’ completed their 4 week internships at the workplaces 
of their mentors.  These pupils were : Lejla Subasic, Emma 
Gorman, Ana Freitas, Rebecca Moffat, Greg Mitchell and 
Callum Comrie.  These internships afforded pupils a real 
insight into the working practices of quite varied companies, 
for example, City of Edinburgh Council and RBS. These 
internships were more than just ‘work experience’ as pupils 
were given ‘real’ tasks they had to deliver on. In the final week 
of this placement pupils did a presentation on the experience 
and learning within their internships to members of these 
companies and their invited guests (including either the Head 
Teacher or Drummond staff).  

Currently these S6 pupils are now at the start of a mini-project 
to host a social event for their parents/guardians and their 
mentors.

These S6 pupils are now in their 2nd year of Career Ready.  
Drummond is proud to announce we have six S5 pupils who 
have just joined Career Ready. These pupils are Jade Henry, 
Amy Callan, Charlie Harris, Liam Ramsay, Liam Steel and Harry 
Anderson. These pupils, along with S6 members, visited RBS 
headquarters at Gogarburn on Friday 18th September. The 
purpose of the visit was to see a busy workplace in action and 
experience what life was like in several of its departments. The 
trip was a great success. On Friday 2nd October the S5 pupils 
will attend a special launch event at RBS Gogarburn. At this 
event they will meet their mentors for the 1st time. Further to 
this, on Thursday 29th October Drummond will host a special 
Career Ready breakfast meeting where mentors, mentees and 
parents/guardians will meet up and find out what the Career 
Ready initiative has in store.  We wish our new and existing 
Career Ready cohort every success over the coming months.

Career Ready: The Journey Continues

Lejla is Centre Stage at Career 
Ready Fife Launch
S6 Edinburgh student, Lejla Subasic, took to the 
stage, in the ballroom of the Balbirnie House 
Hotel in Glenrothes, to tell of her experience of 
the Career Ready Program at the roll  out of the 
Career Ready initiative in Fife. Career Ready is the 
national charity that links schools and colleges 
with employers to help prepare young people 
for the world of work. In her second year of the 
Career Ready program at Drummond Community 
High School, Lejla told new students and new 

business 
mentors how she and her mentor, Katrina 
Twoig from Blackrock, had built up a strong 
working relationship and how Katrina had 
supported and nourished  the development 
of skills useful for life and the world of 
work including writing a cv and interview 
technique. Lejla asked new mentors to enjoy 
the 2 year journey with their mentees and 
urged new students to “put your hand up” 
and take every opportunity offered.

STEM IDL
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Yum Yum, ‘Delicious’ Books
Drummond has always been very proud of the lengths it has gone to to encourage and promote reading. 
With competition from other media it is important that we do not underestimate the value of reading so 
that students can access the information they need for their studies but also for pleasure and to support 
their interests.

With this in mind we are currently planning to set aside a little time each day for students to develop and 
explore their personal reading whether it be fiction, non-fiction in books or on iPads. Students will have 
free choice in what they read and we hope they will be adventurous in their choices. We will start with S1 
students and then roll the programme out to the rest of the year groups over the coming year. 

To give students as wide a range of reading material as possible we have started to enrol all our students 
with the Public Library where they will be able to borrow hard copy books or download e-books onto 
their iPads.

Our own school library has always been the first port of call for avid readers but over the past 7 years 
the reduction in school budgets have meant that our ability to purchase new and exciting authors has 
diminished year on year. We have been creative with our stock acquisition, visiting charity shops, on-line 
booksellers and encouraging donations from students, parents and the community. This has meant that 
the remaining budget can be spent on the specialist books we require for students who are challenged by 
reading, language, understanding, and eyesight.

With the introduction of the new reading scheme we are confident that the school library will see an 
increase in demand and we are looking for donations of books suitable for junior and teenage readers. 
They should be in good condition with modern and exciting theses and interests. This may be the time for 
that ‘bedroom clear-out’ that you have been asking your son/daughter to do for ages, or you may have a 
friend or colleague who works in the book trade who may be able to help us.

I asked students in S1 and 2 what they would like to see in the Library, here’s what they said:

Favourite authors include the usual suspects, Anthony Horowitz, Catherine McPhail and Andy Grey 
but also new authors Bear 
Grylls, Patrick Ness and 
Leigh Bardugo. For a good 
laugh Dave Gorman and 
David Walliams are always 
popular and who could live 
without ‘Horrid Henry’ and 
his hilarious antics. Football, 
horror, fantasy, mystery and 
even the traditional stories of 
Greek gods and monsters are still popular. Audio books, cartoons, 
activity books, newspapers and magazines were also mentioned. Some 
requests were made by the ‘I don’t like reading’ brigade who could 
obviously be lured by the ‘right book’.

Libraries are like sweet shops and children will only visit them if they 
have an exciting and delicious stock. If the wrapping is torn and 
bashed and the Mars Bars (other confectionery is available) are dated, 
children won’t visit your shop or buy them. We are hoping that with 
your help we can make the library at Drummond a ‘delicious’ place to 
visit and much better for your health than a sweet shop! 

If you would like to donate any books or think that you can help us 
in any other way please contact Annie Scanlon, Librarian @ admin.
drummond.edin.sch.uk, telephone 0131 556 2651 or pop into the 
library for a chat.

Annie Scanlon

POSITIVE PATHWAYS
A group of us have been selected to join an Outdoor Education project 
with the Junction called ‘Positive Pathways’. During this project, that 
runs for 5 weeks we go to different places like Blackford Hill, the 
National Museum, the Botanical Gardens, Inveresk Lodge Gardens and 
a golf range. They also treated our group to a Lucas ice cream. There’s 
a group of 6 of us that take part with the two Junction youth workers, 
Michael and Ian. There is a lot of walking involved but it’s a great time 
we have had and we have had great weather during the project - it has 
always been sunny! 

A few of the days we’ve set up a fire where we’ve had to go and look 
for stuff in the woods or walk ways. One of the days we had to cross a 
stream so two of the boys in our group made a bridge from branches 
and sticks so that we could cross over to the other side. It’s been a great 
experience and we’ve all had a good time.

by Alicia Walton As part of the National 5 
Retail course students are 
required to complete an 
extended placement. After 
the success of last year, 
this year’s cohort have 
returned to John Lewis 
Partnership in Edinburgh 
to fulfil this part of the 
course. On Thursday 10th September, nine S4 and S5 Retail Studies 
students started this year’s placement. Every Thursday afternoon the 
students will be working as a member of the JLP team in their chosen 
department. Each student has completed the JLP employee induction 
which is not only central to being successful in the store, but covers 
requirements of the course relating to health and safety in the work 
place.

National 5 Retail - Industrial 
Placement
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Refugee Crisis Fund-raising

Drummond CHS S1 Residential Trip
On Monday 14th of September some of the first years went to camp to 
a place called Jedburgh. We drove in two mini buses for an hour and 
a half, then we arrived at lunch time at the bothy. The instructors told 
us all about the place and the rules and then we got settled into our 
room and then went downstairs for lunch. For lunch they had made 
us sandwiches, crisps and biscuits. Afterwards we set out on our first 
activity which was a hill walk. The hill walk was fun and we saw a lot 
of sheep. It was also pouring with rain so we had to wear very warm 
clothes. On our way down there was a road in the middle of two ponds 
and it was very wet and some of us were running across it, we got 
muddy but it was fun. When we got back we split into two groups, 
one group were making spaghetti Bolognese and the other group were 
playing games outside. The cooking group were busy cutting vegetables, 
cooking pasta, cooking mince and making the sauce- it was hard work! 
Then it was time to eat, we had dessert too. We were starving! After 
our meal, the group who had played games earlier washed the dishes 
while the rest went up to their dorms. Later we played games in the 
hall and we all really enjoyed it. We played loads of teamwork games as 
well to try to get to know each other better. Then it was bedtime. On 
the second day we had breakfast which was cereal or bacon rolls. They 
were very nice. Afterwards we got ready for our activities. We were split 
into three groups, one group were doing archery and the 
others were doing tree climbing or a search 
and rescue task. 

We then swapped activities until we had done them all .Later on we 
had some free time just in our dorms. We then done some bush craft 
making fires and building tepees out of sticks. The teachers were our 
team captain’s .When we finished the activity we started to make our 
tea which was sausage and mash and some of us played indoor games 
like musical chairs, it was really good. While we were waiting on our tea 
being cooked by the others we went on a walk and then came home to 
our tea. After that most of us tidied up and cleaned the dishes. Then we 
went out in the dark with our instructors and we had a camp fire. We 
toasted marshmallows and they were so tasty but some of them were 
burnt. When we got in it was already around 11 o’clock so we got ready 
for bed and just really talked. That night we were all really tired so we 
fell asleep quickly. On Wednesday morning we were up early because 
we had to pack and have breakfast before leaving. We had an hour to 
tidy all our beds and rooms- it was hard work. The two mini buses then 
made their way back to Drummond after an amazing camp in Jedburgh.

Carla Lovell

into three groups, one group were doing archery and the 
others were doing tree climbing or a search 
and rescue task. 

Saddened by the ongoing refugee crisis, a group of senior prefects and Mrs Morton, organised some fundraising and awareness raising activities in 
Drummond during the week commencing 14th September.

This started with a focused lesson during tutor time on Wednesday where all students were involved in learning a bit more about the current refugee 
crisis. Tutor groups were also photographed holding signs reading #refugeecrisis, which were then uploaded to Drummond’s Twitter feed. 

A staggering £500 was raised and donated to Mercy Corps – a global humanitarian organisation – who are the nominated charity for Edinburgh 
city schools.

The money was raised by having a non-uniform day on Friday 18th September 
and asking students to contribute a minimum of one pound to ‘dress down’. 
There was also a treat for staff at break time on the same day where a delicious 
selection of home-baking was on sale.

Both staff and students were incredibly generous and the school was delighted 
to be able to make such a substantial donation to a very worthy cause.

The Diary of a Refugee

S2 students have been learning about poetry in English and, in order to continue 
to raise awareness about the current refugee crisis, Mrs Morton introduced her 
class to W.H. Auden’s poem “Refugee Blues”. The class studied the poem 
and spent some time learning more about what it means to be a refugee. The 
students were then tasked with writing a diary entry from the point of view 
of a refugee. The students were asked to focus on the character’s thoughts 
and feelings; creating a sense of atmosphere through sensory description and 
including imagery (particularly similes, metaphors and personification). The 
students were incredibly engaged in the task and have produced some excellent 
pieces of writing. Here is an extract from lengthy piece by Daniel Farrow.

Refugee Diary by Daniel Farrow

27th May 2015
I had no chance. I heard the sinister whir of the helicopter and a sense 
of doom settled
on me. I tried to run, but I couldn’t - there was a flash and a BOOM!! 
Then it all went black.

28th May 2015
I woke terrified, was I dead? Then I heard familiar voices, loving voices 
and I knew I was in the best place I could be, with my family.  It all 
came rushing back. I had been in my home in Syria when a bomb 
exploded near me.  Horror engulfed me when I realised I couldn’t move 
my legs! My eyes flickered open to see my mother’s kind face staring, 
sadly. I was in a hospital tent in a public park that had become a 
wasteland. The walls were brown like the dirt surrounding us.  A huge 
red cross was emblazoned on the roof to try and ward off attacks.  
Suddenly my dad entered and broke the mournful silence by saying to 
me, “ I’m afraid that the house fell on you. The hole in our leaky roof 
saved you but your legs weren’t as lucky.”  I muttered, “Thanks for 
telling me, ” as pain swallowed me and unconsciousness captured me 
once more.
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Four of our senior pupils represented 
the school in the first round of the 
Rotary Young Chef Competition 2015. 
This took place on Tuesday 6th October. 
The four pupils involved were Eilidh 
Douglas, Ronaigh Douglas, Jordan 
Pettigrew and Ben O’Toole. The pupils 
had to create a healthy two course 
meal for two people within 1 hour and 
30 minutes. They will be judged on 
their creativity, presentation, hygiene 
and safety. The standard on the evening was extremely high, Eilidh was awarded 
first place and Ronaigh second, both of them will progress to the next round at 
Penicuik High School at the end of November.

Rotary Young Chef 2015

On Monday the 31st August, a group of 27 students from S2/3 attended 
a concert organised by the Scottish Chamber Orchestra. It was a gloriously 
sunny day and we all enjoyed sitting in the sunshine at the Ross Band Stand 
in Princes Street Gardens. This was wonderful opportunity as the Ross Band 
Stand is the venue for the annual Edinburgh International Festival/ Virgin 
Money Fireworks, which were taking place that evening. All S2 and S3 
student had to opportunity to explore the music for the EIF/Virgin Money 
firework in class  and were looking forward to hearing/seeing the fireworks 
that evening as part of their homework.  We were entertained by young 
performers from SCO Vibe & Drake Music Scotland and the Edinburgh 
Secondary Schools’ Orchestra who performed  “An Edinburgh Suite by 
Tom Cunningham”. 

Scottish Chamber Orchestra

I was joined by Jasper Williams and Stephanie Fergie on a trip to the SYPCC Award. The event was an interactive, thought provoking day where 
we participated in group activities. The focus of the day was to highlight the stereotypes and often wrong perceptions we all have about what it 
means to be a ‘boy’ or a ‘girl’. We also explored the link between inequalities in the workplace, particularly between the gender pay gap. Jasper 
and Stephanie were able to make links to both the Modern Studies and MVP course. 

In workshops we created the ‘boy’ and ‘girl’ poster, examining society’s views towards men and women, boys and girls who may stray from the 
‘normal’ pre-conceived ideas of gender. Challenging these stereotypes together, we left with a sense of pride and acceptance of ourselves as 
individuals.  

 The original Glasgow Girls- Amal is fourth from left 

We were delighted and fascinated by the story of Amal Azzudin – one of the original ‘Glasgow Girls’. The Glasgow Girls story has become so 
famous it has been adapted into a play, as well as a BBC 3 Series. Amal was our opening speaker, telling us all about her journey from Africa to 
Drumchapel- just outside of Glasgow. Amal inspired us by her incredible story- her friend from school Agnesa Mursulaj , originally from Romania, 
was ‘dawn raided’ and placed in a terrifying detention centre awaiting deportation by the UK Immigration Authorities. Stunned and repelled, 
Amal and her school friends sought support from their teacher Mr Girvan who was to become their main supporter in freeing their friend.  Amal 
and friends protested and even met with First Minister Jack McConnell at this time. Eventually, Agnesa was allowed to remain at home in the UK.

Here is the cast of the BBC adaptation of the ‘Glasgow Girls’ 

Amal reminded us that despite all adversity, real change can happen if young people (and their Teachers) are willing to fight for it! 

Miss Tonner

Scottish Young People Create Change

I am delighted to pass on the news 
that Alice Conacher, who was at 
Drummond from 2005 – 2011 and who 
was Head Girl in S6, has graduated 
from University of Aberdeen with a 
Degree of Master of Arts (Education), 
Upper Second Class Honours.

This is a well-deserved achievement 
and those of you who remember Alice 
will join me in congratulating her. 
Who knows - we may see her working 
alongside us. 

Alice Conacher

The Art Department
Working in Partnership

Transnationalizing cultures project with St.Andrews 
University and Edinburgh Printmakers.

As part of our ongoing three year partnership project with 
St.Andrews University our S6 Art Masterclass will participate in a 
Leonardo inspired project. Leonardo was an artist and polymath 
who worked across the disciplines of Anatomy, Geology, 
Botany, Astronomy, Architecture 
and Engineering. His amazing 
notebooks record his fascination 
with the natural world and 
demonstrate the thought process 
behind his many inventions. Our 
project will develop research skills 
through drawing, model-making, 
a trip to the Museum of Scotland, 
working with Italian students from 
the University and a workshop 
at Edinburgh Printmakers. It will 
culminate in a three week exhibition 
during February at The Byre Theatre 
in St.Andrews. Look out for more 
information on this exciting project 
in the next newsletter!
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Your first day at secondary school, whether it be at Drummond in Edinburgh or at our partner schools Muthambi Boys and Girls 
Schools in Kenya, can be a daunting prospect. The climate, curriculum and buildings may be different but the worries are the same. 
What will it be like? Will I make friends? Will I get bullied? Will the teachers be nice or are they the horrors that your big brother 
or sister say they are? Through their first written English assignment students in S1 have been sharing their impressions, joys and 
fears of their first day with our Kenyan partners. The letters will be sent to Kenya and, when the new session starts at Muthambi 
in January, their S1 students will share their experiences in return letters.

Muthambi Boys and Girls Schools Drummond Community High School
Meru District 42 Bellevue Place
Kenya Edinburgh
 Scotland

         25.8.15

Dear Kenyan Friend,

I am writing this letter to describe the first few days at Drummond Community High School.
I hope you enjoy learning about Scottish life and culture.

It was the night before my first day at Drummond Community High School. I was sitting on my bed with my big sister who was 
once a pupil at Drummond. She was telling me everything I had to know about high school but I didn’t take much of it in. I was 
too busy thinking about how my first day would go or whether I would get bullied or not. I had heard rumours about S1 pupils 
who got bullied by pupils in older classes. I felt scared that this might happen to me but I kept a positive attitude and I hoped for 
the best. My sister helped me by packing my bag while I ironed my uniform. I was a bit frustrated as my mum hadn’t bought me 
my tie yet. I finished up ironing and got ready for bed. As I lay in my bed I said to myself that ‘this is the first step to achieving 
big things’ before drifting off to sleep.

I woke up surprisingly fast the next morning. I jumped out of bed enthusiastically and got ready. I munched on my cereal and 
checked my watch. It was 8.10. My mum and I ran and got into our car. We drove to school and said goodbye to each other. I 
walked into the playground hoping to spot Freya (my best friend) amongst the big crowd of pupils. I finally found her. We were 
so happy to see each other again. We walked inside the huge building. I bought my tie and put it on (with a little help from a 
teacher). I looked at my timetable. The first subject was maths. The school bell rang. I was going to start a whole new adventure 
…..

I got a bit lost while trying to find the maths room but oh well, everyone gets lost! My maths teacher was Mrs Hemmings. She 
told us to sit anywhere we wanted. She gave us our maths jotters and asked us to fold the pages. I was confused. My primary 
teachers never asked me to fold the pages in my jotters. Mrs Hemmings said it was optional so I didn’t do it. We spent the rest 
of period 1 rounding numbers to the nearest 10,100 and 1000. My next subject was English. We spent some time getting to 
know each other and talked about what we expected from each other. It was super fun.

Then it was breaktime. Freya and I bought a doughnut and a packet of crisps from the school canteen. We sat outside on the 
benches. It was a beautiful sunny day. We were enjoying it until the bell rang. We has masterclasses. It was good but a bit 
confusing. Over all, I had a great time.

I didn’t enjoy science. My teacher was very strict. All we had to do was copy things off the board into our jotters. It was boring. 
I wanted to do experiments but sadly it was just copying off the board.* Getting lost was also a negative point but overall, my 
day was wonderful.

I think I’m ready for high school. There was no need to worry or to be nervous. 
I really enjoyed high school. This was the first step to make my family proud. One of 
the best things was that I came to school with one friend, I came back with three 
friends……

Hope you have enjoyed my letter.

Yours faithfully
Sana

‘My First Day at School’ Drummond and Muthambi

* After their ‘initiation’ into the Science 
Labs, Sana has achieved her dream 
and the  teacher has let her and her 
classmates loose with experiments 
on forces, weights, balances, gravity, 
friction and an intriguing activity called 
‘parachute drag’….sounds fun!.
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Drummond Community High School - Masterclasses 2015/16
Education Scotland asks Scottish schools to ensure that their curriculum includes space for learning beyond subject boundaries, so that children and 
young people can make connections between different areas of learning. This Inter-disciplinary learning (IDL) is a key part of our school curriculum 
at DCHS via our Masterclass programme. Masterclasses at DCHS aim to provide relevant, challenging and enjoyable learning experiences that meet 
the varied needs of our young people.  Masterclasses also allow our school to take advantage of opportunities to work with partners and outside 
agencies who are able to support enriched learning experiences and opportunities for wider involvement in society.

During the 2015/16 session, Masterclasses are running during periods 3 and 4 every Monday and they offer a wide variety of opportunities for our 
young people.

S1: Junior Award Scheme for Schools (JASS)
S1 have the opportunity to complete JASS, which is an accredited 
learning programme for young people that recognises wider achievement 
and develops individuals by offering recognition in four key areas – 
regular physical activity (Get Active, Stay Active), exploring a personal 
interest (My Interests), working for the good of the community or the 
environment (Me and My World) and completing an outdoor activity 
or challenge (Adventure). The objectives of JASS are aligned with the 
personal development objectives of Curriculum for Excellence and the 
National Curriculum and the scheme has been designed to have different 
levels of achievement so that participants can move from Bronze, to 
Silver and then to Gold with increasing levels of learning and challenge.

S2: Global Citizenship and Sustainability
Pupils are exploring the concepts of global citizenship and sustainability. 
To aid in this the pupils are working alongside two partner agencies: 
The Vine Trust & Changeworks.  The Vine Trust is an international inter-
denominational volunteering charity which seeks to enable volunteers to 
make a real and significant difference to some of the poorest children 
and communities in the world. Their work is mainly focused on Peru 

and Tanzania. Changeworks work with local authorities, organisations, 
schools and communities, to minimise business and domestic waste. S2 
pupils have visited the Vine Trust barge in Leith and Changeworks have 
delivered an assembly to S2 pupils and will start working with them on 
Monday 28th September, making jewellery and accessories from tyres.

S3: STEM (Science, Technologies, Engineering and Maths)
Improving Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
education is a key priority of Curriculum for Excellence. There is a 
substantial skills gap in the Scottish workforce in these areas and with 
an ageing current workforce, this is predicted to increase dramatically 
over the next 20 years. The flip side of this is a huge area of opportunity 
for students entering further education or work in these areas. Six of 
The Guardians “Ten highest paid jobs in the UK” 2015 had links to 
STEM. With this in mind, and backed by the recent Developing Scotland’s 
Young Workforce report, and the Scottish Government’s STEM agenda, 
DCHS has embraced the challenge of providing new and exciting STEM 
opportunities in the S3 Masterclasses. Pupils are being given the chance 
to look at how different disciplines contribute to STEM in a specific 
situation - we have chosen the theme of space. 

Here is what DCHS students have been doing so far:

• In CDT: Undertaking a NASA set challenge to design a 3D printable hand tool suitable for manufacture and use on board the ISS by   
 astronauts.

• In FCT: Learning about the effects of space on the human body and creating food suitable for the International Space Station (ISS).

• In Science:  Learning about astronomy and investigating the logistics of sending a rover to Mars.

• In Maths: Investigating natural resources on other planets.

Edinburgh are also hoping to secure a ground-breaking opportunity linked directly with the international space station in the future, so we are 
giving our students an experience now in anticipation of this and we are very excited at how our young engineers / scientists / technologists 
and mathematicians are tackling their tasks so far!

S5 

Mandarin  •  Heartstart  •  Spanish  •  ICT

S5 pupils are working through a rota of opportunities to develop a range of lifeskills including vital first aid awareness and skills, conversational 
modern languages and a development of ICT skills. These opportunities include allowing us to extend our modern languages provisions to 
Spanish and Mandarin and to have input from a City of Edinburgh council Mandarin teacher.

S6 

Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) training  •  Transnationalising cultures project St. Andrews University & Edinburgh Printmakers

Mindfulness training with partnership agency

S6 pupils are working through a rota of opportunities including training from MVP Scotland which is part of the National Anti-Violence 
Campaign, Mindfulness training to allow for the development of their own personal Health and Wellbeing and an exciting Leonardo project 
that will culminate in a three week exhibition during February at The Byre Theatre in St. Andrews.

BBC Big Debate at Greyfriars Kirk - 18 September
Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh (Referendum anniversary special) by Miss Tonner
I attended the BBC Big Debate with several of our students- Alisa Gashi, Danielle Hush, Haris Tariq, Ben Francis, Jasper Williams 
and Cameron Gordon. 

Representing their respective parties was:

Murdo Fraser (Conservative), Humza Yousaf (SNP) , Patrick Harvey (Green), Alex Rowley (Labour) 
As well as Michael Keating (Professor of Political History) 

The debate was a real ‘stooshie’ as I like to say- a lively debate between the leaders to say the least. The panel members were 
put through their paces by the audience as well as the presenter Gordon Brewer, including Jasper Williams who asked an 
excellent question on Devo Max and why the parties had failed to recognise the wants of the Scottish electorate. All members 
of the panel were challenged on the promises they gave following the referendum, as well as if they thought there would be 
a second referendum. 

The debate was especially important for members of the Modern Studies and History teams, as very define links to their course 
were identified. The young people all spoke of a heightened awareness of all political parties and what they stand for, and 
were especially interested in discussing the fact we must continue to have votes for 16 year olds and over! 

The debate was broadcast live from Greyfriars Kirk on the anniversary of the independence referendum- 18th of September 
2015.




