
 

 

Drummond Community High School 

 

 
SENIOR PHASE 

COURSING HANDBOOK 
 

 
For Coursing Session 2016/17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

Coursing for Session 2016/17 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Item ........................................................             
Foreword 

 
Health & Well Being .........................................................................    

FOOD & CONSUMER TECHNOLOGY: 
Health & Food Technology 
Hospitality – practical cookery 
Hospitality – practical cake craft 
Retail: Skills for Work 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
PE 
SQA Leadership Award – S6 only 

 
Languages & Literacy .......................................................................    

ENGLISH 
MODERN LANGUAGES  

 
Expressive Arts .................................................................................   

ART 
DRAMA 
MUSIC 

 
Sciences .............................................................................................   

BIOLOGY 
CHEMISTRY 
PHYSICS 
SCIENCE 

 
Mathematics & Numeracy ................................................................  

MATHS 
LIFESKILLS MATHS 

 
Social Subjects & RME .....................................................................  

GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 
MODERN STUDIES 
PHILOSOPHY 
PSYCHOLOGY 
RMPS 
BUSINESS 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

 
Technologies .....................................................................................  

 ADMINISTRATION & IT 
DESIGN, ENGINEER, CONSTRUCT! (DEC!) 
ENGINEERING SCIENCE 
DESIGN & MANUFACTURE 
NPA DIGITAL MEDIA EDITING SCQF 4 – 6 
NPA CYBER SECURITY SCQF 4 AND 5 

              PRACTICAL WOODWORK 
             GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
             COMPUTING SCIENCE 



 

 

 

 
 
Foreword 

 
Welcome to the Drummond Community High School Senior Phase Coursing Handbook. This is 
just one of the resources which can give you information to help you understand and plan your 
time in senior phase.  
 
Information is also available from key people, from other publications and on the internet. The 
most important part of your process of choice should be an honest and realistic assessment of 
your own strengths, interests and ambitions.  
 
This handbook gives general information about senior school and details of the courses on offer 
at Drummond Community High School. It is important to note that these will only run provided 
that sufficient numbers of pupils choose them. In addition to the courses in Drummond 
Community High School there may be opportunities for senior pupils to study courses at college 
and at some of our neighbourhood schools.   
 
At Drummond Community High School we want all young people to achieve their full potential.  
To do this we aim to create an atmosphere of positive achievement which will benefit all 
learners.  We regard the members of the senior school as a key group in helping to produce a 
positive ethos. As a pupil in the senior phase you should be trying to be a role model for the rest 
of the school and be expected to demonstrate commitment not only to your work but also all 
other aspects of school life.  
 

 
 
  
 

 
 



 

 

 

HEALTH AND WELL BEING 
 
 

Food and Consumer Technology (FCT) 
 
 
HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY: NATIONAL 5 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course  
The purpose of this Course is to allow learners to develop practical and technological skills and 
knowledge and understanding to make informed food and consumer choices.  
 
The Course has six broad and inter-related aims which allow learners to:  
♦ develop knowledge of the relationships between health, food and nutrition  
♦ develop knowledge of the functional properties of food  
♦ make informed food and consumer choices  
♦ develop the skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts  
♦ develop organisational and technological skills to make food products  
♦ develop safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation. 
 
Recommended entry  
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the 
following or by equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  
 

 National 4 English 
 
There are three mandatory units plus a Course Assessment. 
 
Health and Food Technology: Food for Health  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge of the relationship between food, 
health and nutrition. Learners will develop knowledge of dietary needs of individuals at various 
stages of life and describe current dietary advice. Through practical activities, the learner will 
produce food products which meet individual needs.  
 
Health and Food Technology: Food Product Development  
The general aim of this Unit is to allow learners to develop knowledge and understanding of the 
functional properties of ingredients in food and their use in developing food products. Learners 
will develop a basic understanding of the stages involved in developing a food product. Through 
a problem-solving approach, learners will make a food product to meet specified needs. Learners 
will develop and apply a basic knowledge and understanding of safe and hygienic food practices 
and techniques.  
 
 
 
 
 
Health and Food Technology: Contemporary Food Issues  



 

 

 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge of consumer food choices. They will consider 
factors which may affect food choices and develop knowledge of contemporary food issues. 
They will consider technological developments in food and organisations which protect 
consumer interests. They will also develop knowledge of food labelling and how it helps 
consumers make informed food choices. Learners will apply knowledge and skills in practical 
contexts.  
 
Course Assessment: Health and Food Technology Assignment and Exam 
The Course Assessment at National 5 is made up an Assignment and a Question Paper. 
The question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following knowledge, 
understanding and skills: 

 explaining and evaluating the relationship between health, food and nutrition 

 explaining the food product development process 

 understanding current consumer issues and how to make informed consumer decisions 
The question paper will have 50 marks out of a total of 100 marks. This is 50% of the overall 
marks for the Course assessment. 
 
The assignment will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following knowledge, 
understanding and skills: 

 a range of technological skills related to the production of a food product to meet specified 
health and/or consumer needs  

 research skills 

 organisational and management skills  

 evaluation skills 
The assignment will have 50 marks out of a total of 100 marks. This is 50% of the overall marks 
for the Course assessment. 
 
Assessment 
To achieve the National 5 Health and Food Technology Course, learners must pass all of the 
required Units, including the assignment and course assessment. The required Units are shown 
in the Course outline section.  
National 5 Courses are graded and assessed A-D 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  

 Higher Health and Food Technology Course or relevant component Units  

 National 5 Cake Craft 

 National 4/5 Hospitality  

 further study, employment or training  
 

Additional Information 

Learners must have a keen interest in health and nutrition as well as participation in practical 
lessons. There will be a cost implication for the above course for practical lessons; this will be 
approximately £15.00 for the year. 



 

 

 

HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL COOKERY: NATIONAL 4 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course 
This Course aims to develop learners’ life skills and enhance their personal effectiveness in terms 
of cookery and to provide a set of skills for those who wish to progress to further study in the 
hospitality context. In preparing learners for life, the Course anticipates their future needs in that 
it enables them to learn how to prepare and cook food for themselves and others. It also 
develops their organisational skills, which have an application in a variety of contexts. 
 
The Course aims to enable learners to: 

 use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when 
following recipes 

 select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes 

 develop an understanding of ingredients and their uses and an awareness of responsible 
sourcing 

 develop an awareness of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients 

 work safely and hygienically. 
 
Recommended entry 
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by one or more of the following or 
by equivalent experience or qualifications: 

 National 3 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course or relevant component Units 
 
This Course comprises four mandatory Units, including the Added Value Unit.  
 
Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes (National 4) 
This Unit aims to develop learners’ cookery skills, food preparation techniques, and their ability 
to follow cookery processes, in the context of producing dishes with minimal guidance. Learners 
will also develop an understanding of the importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to 
follow safe and hygienic practices at all times. 
 
Understanding and Using Ingredients (National 4) 
This Unit aims to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients from a variety 
of different sources and their uses. It also addresses the importance of responsible sourcing of 
ingredients and of current dietary advice. Learners will develop an ability to select and use 
appropriate ingredients, with minimal guidance, in the preparation of dishes and to do so safely 
and hygienically. 
 
Organisational Skills for Cooking (National 4) 
This Unit aims to develop learners’ organisational and time management skills. Learners will 
acquire the ability to follow recipes and time plans to produce dishes, with minimal guidance, 
and to work safely and hygienically. They will also further develop the ability to carry out an 
evaluation of the product. 
 
Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal (National 4) 
This Unit aims to enable learners to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed 
in the other three Units. Learners will carry out a practical activity which will require them to 
prepare, cook and present a two-course meal to a given specification within 1hr 30minutes. It 
will require learners to demonstrate their ability to follow safe and hygienic practices throughout. 
 



 

 

 

Assessment 
To achieve the National 4 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course, learners must pass all of the 
required Units, including the Added Value Unit. They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis 
National 4 Courses are not graded. 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: 

 National 5 Hospitality 

 National 5 Cake Craft 

 National 4/5 Health and Food Technology 
 
Additional Information 
Learners must have a real interest in practical work, as approximately 70% of the course is 
practical cookery. There will be a cost implication for the above course for practical lessons; this 
will be approximately £45.00 for the year 



 

 

 

 

HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL COOKERY: NATIONAL 5 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course 
This Course aims to develop learners’ life skills and enhance their personal effectiveness in terms 
of cookery and to provide a set of skills for those who wish to progress to further study in the 
hospitality context. In preparing learners for life, the Course anticipates their future needs in that 
it enables them to learn how to prepare and cook food for themselves and others. It also 
develops their organisational skills, which have an application in a variety of contexts. 
 
The Course aims to enable learners to: 

 use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when 
following recipes 

 select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes 

 develop an understanding of ingredients and their uses and an awareness of responsible 
sourcing 

 develop an awareness of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients 

 work safely and hygienically. 
 
Recommended entry 
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by one or more of the following or 
by equivalent experience or qualifications: 

 National 4 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course or relevant component Units 
 
This Course comprises three mandatory Units, and the Course Assessment.  
 
Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes (National 5) 
This Unit aims to enhance learners’ cookery skills, food preparation techniques and their ability 
to follow cookery processes in the context of producing dishes. Learners will also develop an 
understanding of the importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to follow safe and hygienic 
practices at all times. 
 
Understanding and Using Ingredients (National 5) 
This Unit aims to enhance learners’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients from a variety 
of different sources and of their characteristics. It also addresses the importance of sustainability, 
the responsible sourcing of ingredients and of current dietary advice. Learners will further 
develop the ability to select and use a range of appropriate ingredients in the preparation of 
dishes and to do so safely and hygienically. 
 
Organisational Skills for Cooking (National 5) 
This Unit aims to extend learners’ planning, organisational and time management skills. Learners 
will develop the ability to follow recipes; to plan, produce and cost dishes and meals; and to 
work safely and hygienically. They will also extend their ability to carry out an evaluation the 
product. 
 
 
 
 
Course Assessment: Producing a Meal (National 5) 
In the National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course, added value will focus on:  



 

 

 

 challenge  

 application  

The learner will be assessed by a practical activity drawing on the knowledge, understanding and 
skills developed across the Course. The activity will require learners to extend cookery-related 
knowledge, understanding and skills, and to apply them in the production of a meal to a given 
specification. Learners will plan, prepare and cook a three-course meal for a given number of 
people within a given timescale and present it appropriately.  
 
Assessment 
To achieve the National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course, learners must pass all of the 
Units as well as the Course Assessment. 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: 

 National 5 Cake Craft 

 National 5 Health and Food Technology 

 other qualifications in Hospitality or related areas 

 further study, employment or training 

 
Additional Information 
Learners must have a real interest in practical work, as approximately 70% of the course is 
practical cookery. There will be a cost implication for the above course for practical lessons; this 
will be approximately £70.00 for the year. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL CAKE CRAFT: NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course 
The Scottish hospitality industry is large, vibrant and growing. It employs a significant 
proportion of the nation’s workforce. Cake production is a part of this sector, and the Course 
can be seen as a gateway to the hospitality industry.  
The Course aims to enable learners to:  

 develop technical skills in cake baking  

 develop technical and creative skills in cake finishing  

 follow safe and hygienic working practices June 2013, version 1.1 4  

 develop their knowledge and understanding of cake design and follow trends in cake 
production  

 acquire and use organisational skills in the context of managing time and  

 resources  
 

The Course is practical and relevant to the world of work. It enables learners to develop a range 
of artistic techniques and to consolidate them through practical activities. Drawing on all aspects 
of design, such as shape, colour, texture, balance and precision, learners are given the 
opportunity to produce a variety of individualised cakes and other baked items, and to creatively 
interpret a design brief.  
 
The Course makes an important contribution to general education through developing a range of 
essential skills which will stand learners in good stead for their future. Its contribution to 
vocational education is significant because it is a springboard for a range of careers in the 
hospitality industry.  
 
Recommended entry 
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by one or more of the following or 
by equivalent experience or qualifications: 

 National 4 Hospitality: Practical Cookery Course or relevant component Units 

 National 4/ 5 Health and Food Technology 

 National 4 Art and Design 
 
This Course comprises two mandatory Units, and the Course Assessment.  
 
Cake Baking (National 5)  
The purpose of this Unit is to enable learners to develop the ability to bake a range of cakes and 
other items safely and hygienically. In the production of a range of cakes and other baked items, 
learners will demonstrate specialist skills, techniques and processes. To promote personalisation 
and choice, this Unit provides opportunities to investigate baking trends and allows learners to 
apply this knowledge in a range of practical contexts.  
 
Cake Finishing (National 5)  
The purpose of this Unit is to enable learners to develop the ability to finish a range of cakes and 
other baked items safely and hygienically. In the finishing processes learners will apply specialised 
skills and creative techniques. To promote personalisation and choice, this Unit allows 
opportunities to investigate trends in cake finishing and allows learners to apply this knowledge 



 

 

 

in a range of practical contexts. 
 
Course Assessment: (National 5) 
The learner will be assessed by a practical activity drawing on the knowledge, understanding and 
skills developed across the Course. The activity will require learners to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding related to cake baking and cake finishing and to apply their skills 
in the production of cakes or other baked items.  
 
Assessment 
To achieve the National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft Course, learners must pass all of the 
Units as well as the Course Assessment. 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: 

 National 5 Hospitality 

 National 5 Health and Food Technology 

 other qualifications in Hospitality or related areas 

 further study, employment or training 

 
Additional Information 
Learners must have a real interest in practical work, as approximately 80% of the course is 
practical cookery. There will be a cost implication for the above course for practical lessons; this 
will be approximately £70.00 for the year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

RETAIL: SKILLS FOR WORK: NATIONAL 5 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course  
The Course offers a qualification at an introductory level that meets needs identified by the 
retailing industry and the knowledge and experience that learners will acquire are transferable 
skills that can be used in a wide range of situations as well as in retailing.  
 
The general aims of the Course are to: 
♦ develop transferable skills of employability 
♦ allow candidates to experience vocationally related learning 
♦ provide opportunities to develop a range of Core Skills 
♦ encourage candidates to take responsibility for their own learning and development 
♦ facilitate progression to further education and/or training 
♦ provide candidates with an introduction to working in retailing 
♦ help build candidates’ confidence 
 
The specific aims of the Course are to: 
♦ help candidates to develop a good work ethic through developing a positive and responsible 
attitude to work 
♦ develop team working and problem solving skills 
♦ develop communication skills 
♦ develop customer care skills 
♦ encourage candidates in the setting of personal goals, and develop skills of reviewing and 
evaluating experiences 
♦ prepare candidates for further learning, study and training opportunities within the retail 
industry or other areas of employment 
 
Recommended entry  

 Entry is at the discretion of the centre 
 
There are four mandatory units for this course. 
 
Retailing: Working in Retail  
This Unit will provide candidates with the opportunity to develop identified employability skills 
by carrying out practical activities in a realistic working environment. This could be within a 
retail organisation. A simulated environment should closely resemble a working store 
environment. Candidates will be encouraged to develop their employability skills through good 
timekeeping and attendance, following instructions, working as part of a team and dealing with 
customers. In addition, candidates will learn about the nature of retailing as an industry and 
explore the variety of job roles available within it. They will also learn about the skills identified 
as being important by retail employers and what they expect from potential employees. 
Candidates will also have the opportunity to participate in group and one-to-one interviews. 
 
Retailing: Storing, Replenishing and Displaying Stock  
This Unit is based on the principles of the five ‘Rs’ — having the right product in the right place 
at the right time, in the right quantity and at the right price. The Unit focuses on the practical 
needs of retailing giving the candidates the opportunity to learn about stock handling, stock 
replenishment and display. The legal requirements of pricing and health and safety at work will 
also be linked to these topics. Candidates will be able to demonstrate their learning while 
carrying out practical activities. Candidates will have the opportunity to develop skills relating to 



 

 

 

working co-operatively with others, the ability to follow instructions and to planning and 
organising their work while undertaking this Unit. 
 
Retailing: Satisfying Customer Needs  
Candidates will learn about the skills and knowledge that are important when providing a high 
degree of customer satisfaction. Candidates will learn about the features and benefits of 
products, complementary products, listening and questioning techniques, interacting with 
customers and how to be effective when dealing with customer complaints. The focus of 
learning will be on candidates acquiring good communication skills that will be used to establish 
and respond to customer needs. Candidates will identify opportunities to maximise sales and in 
doing so will learn how good service and appropriate selling skills can improve sales for a 
retailer. Candidates will also learn about current consumer legislation and how it affects retailers. 
This will cover the Sale and Supply of Goods Act, including age related restrictions, the Trade 
Descriptions Act, the Data Protection Act and the Disability Discrimination Act. The focus is to 
provide candidates with an understanding of how current consumer legislation impacts on the 
retail environment. 
 
Retailing: Planning and Implementing an Event  
This Unit will provide candidates with the opportunity to develop transferable skills that are 
desirable to the retail industry along with many others. Candidates will be required to plan, 
implement and finally evaluate an event. In doing so they will be required to work effectively 
with others, and further develop their communications skills and their skills in planning and 
organisation. Candidates will have opportunities to develop their problem solving abilities when 
completing this Unit due to the complexities of planning and implementing an event. 
 
Assessment 
To achieve the National 5 Retail Course, learners must pass all of the required Units.   
This course is not graded and is assessed on a pass/fail basis 
 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  

 further study, employment or training  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: NATIONAL 4 
 
Purpose 
In this Course, and its component Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and 
the application of those skills. Learners will develop some consistency in their control, fluency of 
movement and body and spatial awareness. They will also learn how to respond to and meet the 
physical demands of performance in a safe and effective way. Learners will explore and develop 
their knowledge of factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities. Learners 
will record, monitor and reflect on their own performance.   
 
Entry 
National 3 Physical Education 
Experiencing Level 3 and level 4 outcomes during S1-3 
 
 
Mandatory Units  
Physical Education: Performance Skills  
Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance  
Course assessment  
 
Assessment 
Learners will prepare for and carry out a performance, which will allow them to demonstrate 
challenge and application. Learners must pass all of the units to gain the course award. National 
4 Courses are not graded. 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 

 National 5 Physical Education 

 Other qualifications in Physical Education or related areas  

Employment or training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: NATIONAL 5 

 



 

 

 

Purpose 
In this Course, and its component Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and 
the application of those skills. The main purpose of the Course is to develop and demonstrate 
movement and performance skills in physical activities. By engaging in practical activities, 
learners can demonstrate initiative, decision-making and problem-solving. Learners will consider 
the effects of mental, emotional, social and physical factors on performance, and will develop an 
understanding of how to plan for, monitor, record and evaluate the process of personal 
performance.  
 
Entry 
National 4 Physical Education Course or relevant component Units  
Experiencing Level 3 and level 4 outcomes during S1-3 
 
 
Mandatory Units  
Physical Education: Performance Skills  
Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance 60% 
Course assessment 40% 
 
Assessment 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course 
assessment. The learner will extend and apply the skills they have learned during the Course. 
This will be assessed by a performance and portfolio. The learner can present this evidence in 
the form of a logbook, diary, development record or any other appropriate format. The 
candidate will be graded A-D based on the total marks in each area. 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 

 Higher Physical Education Course  

 Other qualifications in Physical Education or related areas  

 Employment or training  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: HIGHER 
 
Purpose 
This course will offer students the opportunity to study physical education at a challenging level. The 
course will have performance as its prime focus and students will be engaged in integrated practical 
experiential studies which will advance their skills and techniques while developing knowledge and 
understanding, evaluating, investigating and performance analysis competencies. The course will 
contribute to the personal and social development of students.  
 
Course activities will be determined based on staffing, facilities available and candidate’s strengths. 
 
Recommended Entry  

Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be expected 
to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or equivalent 
qualifications and/or experience:  

♦ National 5 Physical Education Course or relevant component Units  
♦ National 5 English 
 

 
Course Details 
 

1. Physical Education: Performance Skills  
2. Physical Education: Factors impacting on performance  
Course assessment 

 
Assessment 
             Component 1 — performance 60 marks  
             Component 2 — question paper 40 marks  
             Total marks 100 marks 
 
Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course award.  
The Course assessment is graded A–D. The grade is determined on the basis of the total mark for all 
Course assessments together. 
 
 
Progression 

Leadership award SCQF Level 6 
An HNC/HND in associated subject areas  
A degree in Physical Education or related discipline 

             A career in amateur/professional sport or dance  
Employment in the fitness, health, leisure and recreation industries  
Employment in sports/dance development. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

SQA LEADERSHIP AWARD – S6 only  
(SCQF Level 6 SCQF Points) 
 
Purpose 
This course will offer motivated students the opportunity to develop leadership skills in many 
activities. This SQA award and associated qualifications use the medium of sport to help people to 
learn to lead younger pupils. Students will learn the essential skills of leadership: communication, 
organisation and motivation, but in addition to this will grow in confidence and self-belief. The 
personal journeys that people undertake whilst learning to lead, stand them in good stead for their 
future careers and life itself. The students are also expected to act as senior role models within the 
school community, promoting physical activity and a healthy lifestyle. There will be no SQA May 
exam as a series of unit assessments will be gained throughout the school year. Students will 
complete a placement (minimum of 10 hours) in an associated primary school, after school sports 
club or sports club as part of their main assessment.  
 
Recommended Entry 
Students will be expected to have demonstrated in school and beyond, an interest in sport, physical 
activity and health & wellbeing.  The opportunity to develop communication, leadership and 
responsibility should also be appealing. 
Pupils will go through an interview process to be considered for entry due to the nature of this 
course. 
Participation in sport out with school or participation in an after school sports club 
Higher Physical Education or Units 
National 5 
 
Course Details 
This course will be tailored to the needs of the majority in the class. Mandatory elements are – 

1. Leadership; An introduction (20hrs)  
2. Leadership in Practice (40hrs)  

 
Assessment 
Internal Assessment 

Demonstrate competency through a variety of recording, reporting, planning and monitoring 
progress throughout the course by teacher and internal verifier.  
Attendance rate must be over 90% for the year. 

             
External Assessment 
            Verification from representative of SQA 

A successful First Aid qualification 
Successful external assessment report from placement supervisor 
             

Progression 
University course in PE, Sport, Health or associated disciplines. 
College course in Sports Coaching & Development (HNC/HND) 
A career in the Leisure or associated Industry 
 

 



 

 

 

 

LANGUAGES & LITERACY 
 

ENGLISH 
 

ENGLISH: NATIONAL 4 
 

Rationale  
 
National 4 English builds on the relevant level 4 experiences and outcomes from English and 
Literacy. Literacy is fundamental to all areas of learning, as it unlocks access to the wider 
curriculum and increases opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life. 
 
Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Our ability to use 
language lies at the centre of the development and expression of our emotions, our thinking, our 
learning and our sense of personal identity. Language is itself a key aspect of our culture. 
Through language, children and young people can gain access to the literary heritage of humanity 
and develop their appreciation of the richness and breadth of Scotland’s literary heritage. 
Children and young people encounter, enjoy and learn from the diversity of language used in 
their homes, their communities, by the media and by their peers.  
 
The Literacy and English framework promotes the development of critical and creative thinking 
as well as competence in listening and talking, reading, writing and the personal, interpersonal 
and team-working skills which are so important in life and in the world of work. The 
development of literacy includes critical literacy, creativity, and knowledge and appreciation of 
literature and culture.  
 
Course outline 
 
 English National 4 consists of four internal units, providing learners with the opportunity to 
develop their listening, talking, reading and writing skills in order to understand and use 
language.  

 Analysis and Evaluation 

 Creation and Production 

 Literacy 

 Added Value Unit: English Assignment 
 
To achieve English National 4, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the Added 
Value Unit. 
 

The Analysis and Evaluation Unit focuses on the skills of reading and listening. The Creation 

and Production Unit focuses on the skills of writing and talking.  
 
The Literacy Unit develops learners’ reading, listening, writing and talking skills in a variety of 
forms relevant for learning, life and work. 
 
The Added Value Unit challenges learners to apply language skills through independent 
investigation into a chosen topic. Learners will present evidence in an oral presentation or in an 



 

 

 

extended piece of writing. 
 
Key features of learning in English & Literacy National 4 
* Active learning 
* Learning independently 
* Taking responsibility for learning 
* Collaborative learning 
 
The successful completion of homework assignments are integral to success. Students who fail 
to demonstrate the required commitment to the course may be required to move to a more 
appropriate level of study. 
 
SCQF: level 4  
 
Course code: C724 74 
Mandatory Units  
This Course is made up of four mandatory Units.  
The structure of the Units enables learners to focus on the skills required to understand and use 
language and to integrate listening, talking, reading and writing skills across the Units. Each Unit 
also offers opportunities for learners to focus on particular skills.  
 
1. English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 4)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop listening and 
reading skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills needed 
to understand, analyse and evaluate straightforward texts.  
2. English: Creation and Production (National 4)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop talking and 
writing skills in familiar contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce 
straightforward texts in both written and oral forms. 
3. Literacy (National 4)  
The purpose of this Unit is to develop the learners’ reading, writing, listening and talking skills in 
a variety of forms relevant for learning, life and work. Learners develop the ability to understand 
straightforward ideas and information presented orally and in writing. Learners also develop the 
ability to communicate ideas and information orally and in writing with technical accuracy.  
4. Added Value Unit: English Assignment (National 4)  
The purpose of this Added Value Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to 
independently apply their language skills to investigate and report on a chosen topic. This 
assignment will allow the learner to demonstrate challenge and application. 
 

Course assessment  
All Units are internally assessed they can be assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by combined 
assessment.  They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis. The SQA will provide rigorous external 
quality assurance, including external verification, to ensure assessment judgements are consistent 
and meet national standards.  
The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows.  
 
 
 
English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 4)  
Through the study of straightforward texts in literature, language or media, learners will use their 
listening and reading skills to provide evidence of understanding, analysis and evaluation, as 
appropriate to purpose and audience.  



 

 

 

 
English: Creation and Production (National 4)  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their talking and writing skills to create and 
produce straightforward texts in a familiar context, as appropriate to purpose and audience. 
Learners will be required to demonstrate technical accuracy in written texts. 
 
Literacy (National 4)  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their reading, listening, writing and talking skills 
in a variety of forms relevant for learning, life and work. Learners will demonstrate their ability 
to read, listen to and understand straightforward texts. Learners will demonstrate their ability to 
communicate through talk and in writing. Learners will be required to demonstrate technical 
accuracy in written texts.  
 
Added Value Unit: How parents can help… 
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their ability to independently apply their 
language skills to investigate and report on a chosen topic. Learners will demonstrate their ability 
to select and evaluate relevant information using their reading skills, to present their findings, 
either orally or in writing, and to respond to questions on the chosen topic using their listening 
skills. The majority of this work must be completed independently and at home. 
 
Success at National 4: How parents can provide support… 
.0A high level of commitment is required of all pupils. In order to achieve success pupils will be 
expected to: 

1. Meet regular deadlines 
2. Pass all internal assessments 
3. Regularly attend classes. 
4. Work independently. 

 
Recommended entry  
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the 
following or equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  
National 3 English Course or relevant component Units  
Evidence that the candidate is secure at CfE Level 3 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to other qualifications in English:   
 National 5 English 

National 5 Literacy 
  Or  

Related areas of further study, employment or training. 

 
Literacy is fundamental to all areas of learning, as it unlocks access to the wider curriculum. 
Being literate increases opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life, lays the foundations 
for lifelong learning and work, and contributes strongly to the development of all four capacities 
of Curriculum for Excellence.  

ENGLISH: NATIONAL 5 
 

Rationale  
 



 

 

 

National 5 English builds on the relevant level 4 experiences and outcomes from English and 
Literacy. Literacy is fundamental to all areas of learning, as it unlocks access to the wider 
curriculum and increases opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life 
 
Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ ability to use 
language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their emotions, thinking, 
learning and sense of personal identity.  
 
This Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in listening, talking, reading 
and writing, which are essential for learning, life and work, to develop their ability to 
communicate their thoughts and feelings and respond to those of other people, and to use 
different media effectively for learning and communication.  
 
National 5 English enables learners to understand and use vocabulary, word patterns, text 
structures and style. Learners recognise, analyse and use language for a range of purposes. 
Through this Course, learners develop the ability to understand and use language in practical and 
relevant contexts.  
 
Learners encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media. Building on the 
four capacities, the Course enables learners to communicate, be critical thinkers, develop cultural 
awareness and be creative. Learners develop an appreciation of Scotland’s literary and linguistic 
heritage. 
 
The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the skills 
of listening, talking, reading and writing in order to understand and use language.  
As learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily, 
apply knowledge of language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to undertake 
new and more challenging tasks in a variety of situations. 
 
Building on literacy skills, the Course develops understanding of the complexities of language 
through the study of a wide range of texts. The Course develops high levels of analytical thinking 
and understanding of the impact of language.  
 
The Course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In 
particular, the Course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to:  
* Listen, talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  

* Understand, analyse and evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, as appropriate to 
purpose and audience in the contexts of literature, language and media  

* Create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  

* Apply knowledge and understanding of language  
 
Course outline 
 This Course is made up of two mandatory Units. The Course provides learners with the 
opportunity to develop their listening, talking, reading and writing skills in order to understand 
and use language.  
 
English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 5)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop listening and 
reading skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills needed 
to understand, analyse and evaluate detailed texts. The texts studied will include Scottish texts 
 
English: Creation and Production (National 5)  



 

 

 

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop talking and 
writing skills in a range of contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce 
detailed texts in both written and oral forms. 
 
Key features of learning in National 5 English 
 
* Active learning 
* Learning independently 
* Taking responsibility for learning 
* Collaborative learning 
 
Successful completion of homework assignments are integral to success. Students who fail to 
demonstrate the required commitment to the course may be required to move to a more 
appropriate level of study. 

 

Course assessment  
Both units mentioned above are internally assessed and moderated within school. These units are 
designed to prepare learners with the skills necessary for exam success. The overall course award 
comes from the preparation of a portfolio of writing and the final exam. 
 
Portfolio of writing: 
Learners are required to submit two pieces of formal continuous prose of two different genre: 
one discursive and one creative. This portfolio of writing is 30% of the final grade (with both 
pieces being worth 15% each). The required word limit for each piece of writing is: 1000 words. 
 
Final Exam: 
The final exam consists of two papers: 
Paper 1 – Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 
This involves learners having to respond to questions on a piece of unseen text. The assessment 
lasts for 1 hour and is worth 30% of the final grade. 
Paper 2 – Critical Reading 
This paper is split into two sections: 
Section 1: Scottish Text (20 marks) 
This section presents learners with a piece of text that they have previously studied and asks 
them to analyse that section and then contextualise it either as part of the whole novel/play or as 
part of a canon of work. 
Section 2: Critical Essay (20 marks) 
This section allows learners to demonstrate both their analysis and writing skills by writing a 
critical essay on a different text from section 1.  
 
Paper 2 lasts for 1 hr 30 minutes and is worth 40% of the final grade. 

 

ENGLISH: Higher  
 

Rationale  
 
Higher English builds on the relevant skills in understanding, analysis and evaluation developed 
in National 5 English. These skills are fundamental to all areas of learning, as they unlocks access 
to the wider curriculum and increases opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life 
 



 

 

 

Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ ability to use 
language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their emotions, thinking, 
learning and sense of personal identity.  
 
This Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in listening, talking, reading 
and writing, which are essential for learning, life and work, to develop their ability to 
communicate their thoughts and feelings and respond to those of other people, and to use 
different media effectively for learning and communication.  
 
Higher English enables learners to understand and use vocabulary, word patterns, text structures 
and style. Learners recognise, analyse and use language for a range of purposes. Through this 
Course, learners develop the ability to understand and use language in practical and relevant 
contexts.  
 
Learners encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media. Building on the 
four capacities, the Course enables learners to communicate, be critical thinkers, develop cultural 
awareness and be creative. Learners develop an appreciation of Scotland’s literary and linguistic 
heritage. 
 
The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the skills 
of listening, talking, reading and writing in order to understand and use language.  
As learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily, 
apply knowledge of language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to undertake 
new and more challenging tasks in a variety of situations. 
 
Building on literacy skills, the Course develops understanding of the complexities of language 
through the study of a wide range of texts. The Course develops high levels of analytical thinking 
and understanding of the impact of language.  
 
The Course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In 
particular, the Course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to:  
* Listen, talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  

* Understand, analyse and evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, as appropriate to 
purpose and audience in the contexts of literature, language and media  

* Create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  

* Apply knowledge and understanding of language  
 
Course outline 
 This Course is made up of two mandatory Units. The Course provides learners with the 
opportunity to develop their listening, talking, reading and writing skills in order to understand 
and use language.  
 
English: Analysis and Evaluation (Higher)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop listening and 
reading skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills needed 
to understand, analyse and evaluate detailed texts. The texts studied will include Scottish texts 
 
English: Creation and Production (Higher)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop talking and 
writing skills in a range of contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce 
detailed texts in both written and oral forms. 
 



 

 

 

Key features of learning in Higher English 
 
* Active learning 
* Learning independently 
* Taking responsibility for learning 
* Collaborative learning 
 
Successful completion of homework assignments are integral to success. Students who fail to 
demonstrate the required commitment to the course may be required to move to a more 
appropriate level of study. 
 

Course assessment  
Both units mentioned above are internally assessed and moderated within school. These units are 
designed to prepare learners with the skills necessary for exam success. The overall course award 
comes from the preparation of a portfolio of writing and the final exam. 
 
Portfolio of writing: 
Learners are required to submit two pieces of formal continuous prose of two different genre: 
one discursive and one creative. This portfolio of writing is 30% of the final grade (with both 
pieces being worth 15% each). The required word limit for each piece of writing is: 1300 words. 
 
Final Exam: 
The final exam consists of two papers: 
Paper 1 – Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation 
This involves learners having to respond to questions on two pieces of unseen text. The 
assessment lasts for 1 hour 30 minues and is worth 30% of the final grade. 
Paper 2 – Critical Reading 
This paper is split into two sections: 
Section 1: Scottish Text (20 marks) 
This section presents learners with a piece of text that they have previously studied and asks 
them to analyse that section and then contextualise it either as part of the whole novel/play or as 
part of a canon of work. 
 
Section 2: Critical Essay (20 marks) 
This section allows learners to demonstrate both their analysis and writing skills by writing a 
critical essay on a different text from section 1.  
 
Paper 2 lasts for 1 hr 30 minutes and is worth 40% of the final grade. 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES  
 
MODERN LANGUAGES: NATIONAL 3 

 
Rationale   
Learning a new language enables learners to make connections with different people and their 
cultures, and to play a fuller part as global citizens. 
Language is at the core of thinking. Learners reflect, communicate and develop ideas through 
language. Building on the four capacities, the Course enables learners to communicate, be critical 
thinkers, develop cultural awareness, and be creative.  
The National 3 Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in listening and 



 

 

 

talking, reading and writing, which are essential for learning, work and life; to use different media 
effectively for learning and communication; and to develop understanding of how language 
works, and use language to communicate ideas and information.  
Learners encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media while they study 
topics such as family and friends, lifestyles, media, citizenship, education, jobs, work and CV, 
holiday, countries, cultural events and aspects of other countries. 
 
 
Mandatory Units 
Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 3) 9 SCQF credit points  
Modern Languages: Using Language (National 3) 9 SCQF credit points 
 
Course Assessment  
All Units are internally assessed. They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
They can be assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by combined assessment.  
 
The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows:  
Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 3)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop reading and 
listening skills in the modern language and to develop their knowledge of simple language in the 
contexts of society, learning, employability, and culture.  
Modern Languages: Using Language (National 3)  
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop talking and 
writing skills in the modern language and to develop their knowledge of simple language in the 
contexts of society, learning, employability, and culture. 
 
Conditions of Award  
To achieve the National 3 Modern Languages Course, learners must pass all of the required 
Units. National 3 Courses are not graded and there is no external exam. 
 
Units Assessments are Pass / Fail:  one Reading 
     one Listening 
     one Writing 
     one Talking 
 
 
 
Recommended Entry  
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the school. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or 
equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  
National 2 Modern Languages Course or component Units.  

Modern Languages for Life and Work Award (SCQF level 3).  
 
 
  
Progression  
Completion of this Course or any of its component Units may provide progression to:  

. 
. 

.  
. 



 

 

 

urther study or training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES: NATIONAL 4 

 
Rationale  
Language is at the core of thinking. Learners reflect, communicate and develop ideas through 
language. The National 4 Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in 
listening and talking, reading and writing, which are essential for learning, work and life; to use 
different media effectively for learning and communication; and to develop understanding of 
how language works, and use language to communicate ideas and information.  
Learners encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media while they study 
topics such as family and friends, lifestyles, media, citizenship, education, jobs, work and CV, 
holiday, countries, cultural events, literature, film and television. 
 

Course Outline  
Mandatory Units 



 

 

 

Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 4) 9 SCQF credit points  
Modern Languages: Using Language (National 4) 9 SCQF credit points  
Added Value Unit  
Modern Languages: Assignment (National 4) 6 SCQF credit points 
 

Course Assessment  
All Units are internally assessed. They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis.   
They can be assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by combined assessment.  
 
The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows:  
 
Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 4)  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their reading and listening skills in the modern 
language, using straightforward language, in two or more of the contexts of society, learning, 
employability, or culture.  
 
Modern Languages: Using Language (National 4)  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their talking and writing skills in the modern 
language, using straightforward language, in two or more of the contexts of society, learning, 
employability, or culture.  
.  

Added Value Unit  
The purpose of the Added Value Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to apply their 
language skills to investigate a chosen topic in a familiar context in the modern language.  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their ability to apply their reading, listening, 
talking and writing skills in the modern language on a chosen topic. 
 

Conditions of Award  
To achieve the National 4 Modern Languages Course, learners must pass all of the required 
Units, including the Added Value Unit.  
National 4 Courses are not graded, and there is no external exam. 
Units Assessments are Pass / Fail   one Reading 
     one Listening 
     one Writing 
     one Talking 
 
 

Recommended Entry  
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the school. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the following or by equivalent 
experience and/or qualifications:  
National 3 Modern Languages Course or relevant component Units.  

Modern Languages for Life and Work Award (SCQF level 4). 
 
  

Progression  
Completion of this Course or any of its component Units may provide progression to:  

onent Units. 
. 

. 
urther study or training. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES: NATIONAL 5 

 
Rationale  
Language is at the core of thinking. Learners reflect, communicate and develop ideas through 
language. The National 5 Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in 
listening and talking, reading and writing, which are essential for learning, work and life; to use 
different media effectively for learning and communication; and to develop understanding of 
how language works, and use language to communicate ideas and information.  
Learners encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media while they study 
topics such as family and friends, lifestyles, media, citizenship, education, jobs, work and CV, 
holiday, countries, cultural events, literature, film and television 
 
Course Outline  
Course Title: National 5 Modern Languages 
SCQF: level 5 
 

Mandatory Units 
Understanding Language (National 5) 9 SCQF credit points 
Using Language (National 5) 9 SCQF credit points 
Course assessment 6 SCQF credit points. This Course includes six SCQF credit points to allow 
additional time for preparation for  



 

 

 

 

Course Assessment  
Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 5)  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their reading and listening skills in the modern 
language, using detailed language in one or more of the contexts of society, learning, 
employability, and culture.  
Modern Languages: Using Language (National 5)  
Learners will be required to provide evidence of their talking and writing skills in the modern 
language, using detailed language in one or more of the contexts of society, learning, 
employability, and culture. 
  
Reading / writing      50 marks 
Listening        20 marks 
Talk assessment  Presentation on chosen topic  10 marks 
   Natural, spontaneous conversation 20 marks 
 

Conditions of Award  
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the mandatory units and the 
external exam.  
National 5 courses are graded on A-D basis 
Units Assessments are Pass / Fail   one Reading 
     one Listening 
     one Writing 
     one Talking 
 

 
 
 
Recommended Entry  
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the school. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or 
by equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  
National 4 Modern Languages Course or relevant component Units  
Progression: 
♦ Higher Modern Languages or any relevant component Units. 
♦ National 5 Modern Languages in another modern language. 
♦ Modern Languages for Work Purposes Units (SCQF levels 5 or 6). 
♦ Further study or training. 
♦ Employment. 
 



 

 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES: SPANISH/FRENCH/GERMAN: 
HIGHER 

 
Rationale  
Language is at the core of thinking. Learners reflect, communicate and develop ideas through 

language. The Higher Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in listening 

and talking, reading and writing, which are essential for learning, work and life; to use different 

media effectively for learning and communication; and to develop understanding of how 

language works, and use language to communicate ideas and information.  

Learners encounter a wide range of different types of texts in different media while they study 
topics such as family and friends, lifestyles, media, citizenship, education, jobs, work and CV, 
holiday, countries, cultural events, literature, film and television 
Course outline  
Course title: Higher Modern Languages 
SCQF: level 6 (24 SCQF Credit points) 
 

Mandatory Units 

Understanding Language (Higher) 9 SCQF credit points 

Using Language (Higher) 9 SCQF credit points 

Course assessment 6 SCQF credit points 

This Course includes six SCQF credit points to allow additional time for preparation for Course 

assessment. The Course assessment covers the added value of the Course. 

 

Course assessment  
Modern Languages: Understanding Language (Higher)  

Learners will be required to provide evidence of their reading and listening skills in the modern 

language, using detailed language in one or more of the contexts of society, learning, 

employability, and culture.  

Modern Languages: Using Language (Higher)  

Learners will be required to provide evidence of their talking and writing skills in the modern 
language, using detailed language in one or more of the contexts of society, learning, 
employability, and culture. 
  

Reading and writing  40 marks 

Listening and writing  30 marks 

Talking assessment   30 marks 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Conditions of award  

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the mandatory units and the 

external exam.  

Higher courses are graded on A-D basis 

Units Assessments are Pass / Fail   one Reading 

     one Listening 

     one Writing 

     one Talking 

 

Recommended entry  

Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the school. However, learners would normally be 

expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by the following or 

by equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  

National 5 Modern Languages Course or relevant component Units  

 
Progression 
♦ Advanced Higher Modern Languages or any relevant component Units 
♦ Higher Modern Languages in another modern language 
♦ Modern Languages for Work Purposes Units (SCQF levels 6 or 7) 
♦ Further study or training 
♦ Employment 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 

 

 
ART & DESIGN: NATIONAL 3 
 
Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice.  
In this Course, and its component Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and 
the application of those skills. Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose 
and they will promote best practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can.  
This Course provides learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the 
attributes and capabilities of the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and 
skills for work.  
All Courses provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but 
the focus and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  

 
Course outline  
Course title: National 3 Art & Design  
[Previously Standard Grade: foundation Level] 
SCQF: Level 3 
 
Mandatory Units 
Art & Design: Expressive Unit (National 3) 
Art & Design: Design Unit (National 3) 
 
EXPRESSIVE UNIT 
 

 Use and combine a wide range of materials to create 2D artworks with increased control, 
accuracy and assurance 

 Use and combine a range of materials to create 3D artworks with increased control, accuracy 
and assurance, selecting the appropriate technique or material for the task. 

 Use a range of technologies from printing to digital media to create artworks with increased 
control and assurance 

 Use a scrapbook/sketchbook to collect visual imagery to help in their artworks 

 Experiment in combining different media and materials to create new artworks 

 Fully understand and employ the Visual Elements, (Line, Tone, Colour, Pattern, Texture, 
Shape and Form), to express thoughts, feelings and Ideas in 2D and 3D with improving 
realism and detail 

 Recognise disciplines in artworks such as Portraiture; Landscape; Still Life, and be able to 
attempt these with improving realism and detail 

 Discuss the work of practicing and historically significant artists 

 With increased confidence, use visual information taken from Observation; Sketches; 
Photographs and other media and combine these to create new images and objects  

 Evaluate the success of professional artists using key terms and vocabulary 
 
Design Unit 
With the above skills and techniques, pupils will also be able to: 



 

 

 

 Respond to the problem laid out in a Design Brief 

 Develop routine problem-solving skills to develop, organise and refine their expressive ideas 

 Develop problem-solving skills to develop, organise and refine their design ideas 

 Communicate increasingly imaginative ideas to other people across design areas such as; 
graphics; jewellery; product; fashion; architectural and interiors and show the processes used 

 Discuss the work of practicing and historically significant designers looking closely at: 
materials; aesthetics; form; function; ergonomics; cost; target market; safety 

 Evaluate the success of professional designers’ work using key terms and vocabulary 
 
Appreciation 
Reflecting on their own and others’ work, pupils will be able to: 

 Contribute to a discussion about what they have done and compare it with their peers’ work 
as well as the work of professional artists and designers using key terms and vocabulary 

 Respond critically to other works of art and design , expressing their own thoughts and 
feelings and justifying their views and opinions using key terms and vocabulary 

 
Course Assessment 
Pupils will be able to display their own art and design work to different audiences using a range 
of presentation methods. They will also contribute as part of an audience for other peoples’ 
work. Pupils will be able to display their understanding of their achievements in what they SAY, 
they WRITE, they MAKE or they DO in presentations. 
 
Examination 
Two Unit Assessments, (1xDesign + 1xExpressive)* of class project work.  ALL ASSESSMENT 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT SCHOOL LEVEL-THERE IS NO EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have undertaken Art & Design in S2 - 3 
 

 



 

 

 

ART & DESIGN: NATIONAL 4 
 

Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice.  
In this Course, and its component Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and 
the application of those skills. Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose 
and they will promote best practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can.  
This Course provides learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the 
attributes and capabilities of the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and 
skills for work.  
All Courses provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but 
the focus and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  
 
Course outline  
Course title: National 4 Art & Design  
[Previously Standard Grade: General Level] 
 
SCQF: Level 4 
 
Mandatory Units 
Art & Design: Expressive Unit (National 4) 
Art & Design: Design Unit (National 4) 
Art & Design: Value Added Unit (National 4) 
 
EXPRESSIVE UNIT 

 Use and combine a wide range of materials to create 2D artworks with control, accuracy and 
assurance 

 Use and combine a wide range of materials to create 3D artworks with control, accuracy and 
assurance, selecting the appropriate technique or material for the task. 

 Use a range of technologies from printing to digital media to create artworks with control 
and assurance 

 Use a scrapbook/sketchbook to collect visual imagery to help in their artworks 

 Experiment in combining different media and materials to create new artworks 

 Fully understand and employ the Visual Elements, (Line, Tone, Colour, Pattern, Texture, 
Shape and Form), to express thoughts, feelings and Ideas in 2D and 3D with improving 
realism and detail 

 Recognise disciplines in artworks such as Portraiture; Landscape; Still Life, and be able to 
attempt these with improving realism and detail 

 Discuss the work of practicing and historically significant artists 

 Confidently use visual information taken from Observation; Sketches; Photographs and 
other media and combine these to create new images and objects  

 Evaluate the success of professional artists using key terms and vocabulary 
 
Design Unit 
With the above skills and techniques, pupils will also be able to: 

 Respond to the problem laid out in a Design Brief 

 Use routine problem-solving skills to develop, organise and refine their expressive ideas 

 Use routine problem-solving skills to develop, organise and refine their design ideas 



 

 

 

 Communicate imaginative ideas to other people across design areas such as; graphics; 
jewellery; product; fashion; architectural and interiors and show the processes used 

 Discuss the work of practicing and historically significant designers looking closely at: 
materials; aesthetics; form; function; ergonomics; cost; target market; safety 

 Evaluate the success of professional designers’ work using key terms and vocabulary 
 
Appreciation 
Reflecting on their own and others’ work, pupils will be able to: 

 Contribute to a discussion about what they have done and compare it with their peers’ work 
as well as the work of professional artists and designers using key terms and vocabulary 

 Respond critically to other works of art and design , expressing their own thoughts and 
feelings and justifying their views and opinions using key terms and vocabulary 

 
Course Assessment 
Pupils will be able to display their own art and design work to different audiences using a range 
of presentation methods. They will also contribute as part of an audience for other peoples’ 
work. Pupils will be able to display their understanding of their achievements in what they SAY, 
they WRITE, they MAKE or they DO in presentations. 
 
Examination 
Two Unit Assessments, (1xDesign + 1xExpressive)* of class project work, plus an “Added Value” 
Practical Activity Assessment based on these units will be examined. 
ALL ASSESSMENT WILL TAKE PLACE AT SCHOOL LEVEL-THERE IS NO 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION AT National 4 
All units are necessary for a student to obtain the Course Qualifation for National 4 Art & 
Design. If a student completes both Mandatory Units and does not complete the Added Value 
Unit, they only receive Unit Qualifications for the completed units. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have undertaken Art & Design in S2 - 3 
 
Progression 
Achievement of National 4: Art & Design course might enable progress to: 

 National 5 Art & Design, Course  

 National 5 Art & Design Units 

 Higher Art & Design, Course  

 Higher Art & Design, Units  

 Scottish Group Award in a related area at an appropriate level  

 Employment in areas of industries such as design, creative industries or visual arts 
disciplines. 

 This course, or its component units, may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards. 
 

 
 
 
ART & DESIGN: NATIONAL 5 
 

Course Outline 
Course Title: National 5 Art & Design 



 

 

 

 
SCQF: Level 5 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have undertaken Art & Design in S2 - 3. A pass at 
National 4 is desirable but not essential. Those wishing to return to the subject after a break of 
any time are required to submit short drawing test pieces for assessment of potential. 
 
Mandatory Units 
Art & Design: Expressive Unit (National 5) 
Art & Design: Design Unit (National 5) 
Art & Design: Value Added Unit (National 5) 
 
Expressive Unit (Portfolio) 

 Investigation: Examples of directly observed drawing, painting, printmaking or sculpture. 
This is then edited by the pupil to be presented as a mounted A2 sheet investigating a clear 
theme. 

 Development: The theme investigated above is then developed to try out different 
compositional layouts, ideas and visual elements. These experiments are then edited by the 
pupil to be presented as an A2 sheet displaying a clear idea for a final presentation artwork 

 Final Outcome: The idea from the development work is then expanded and presented, to 
the best of the pupil’s ability, in an appropriate material, on a third A2 sheet.  

 Expressive Art Studies - A written or recorded oral response presenting facts, judgements 
and opinions on areas of the Visual Arts, (from 1750 to the present day). 

 
When collated together as a folio of work, the Expressive Activity should show a clear theme 
and progression of ideas that have been investigated and developed. 
 
Design Unit (Portfolio) 

 Design Brief: Set by the teacher in negotiation with pupils, this is an outline of the design 
problem to be tackled. It should clearly set out details of what is being designed, the 
intended customer and issues and specifications that need to be taken into consideration. 

 Investigation: Examples of market research and context, (examining other versions of 
whatever is being designed), collected from a variety of sources. This is then edited by the 
pupil to be presented as a mounted A2 sheet showing the research and investigation of the 
topic. 

 Development: The theme investigated above is then developed to try out different ideas 
and possible solutions to the design problem. These experiments are then edited by the 
pupil to be presented as an A2 sheet displaying c clear idea for a final design solution. 

 Final Outcome: The best idea from the development work is then expanded and presented, 
to the best of the pupil’s ability, in an appropriate material, on a third A2 sheet. 

 Evaluation: Pupil’s own views on how well they have satisfied the needs of the design brief, 
written and displayed with the completed Folio.  

 Design Studies - A second written or recorded oral response presenting facts, judgements 
and opinions on areas of Design, (from 1750 to the present day). 

 
When collated together as a folio of work, the Design Activity should show a clear theme and 
progression of ideas that have been investigated and developed towards the successful 
conclusion. 
 
 



 

 

 

Value Added Unit 
An edited version of each Portfolio and a Practical assignment are required to be submitted to 
the SQA to satisfy this unit. 
 
Course Assessment 
The Design and Expressive Portfolios are marked internally Pass/Fail. 
An edited version of both Practical Components is then presented as one Practical Folio of work 
for assessment externally by SQA. The Theory Component is assessed by means of a written 
exam that is set and marked, externally, by the SQA.  
Together these make up the Value Added Unit .Both internal and external components are 
required for a full course award 
 
Progression 
Students who achieve National 5 Art & Design may progress to study at Higher level in 
negotiation with the department. 
 

 



 

 

 

ART & DESIGN: HIGHER 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have undertaken Art & Design in S2 – 3. Previous Intermediate 2 
study with a ‘C’ pass or above is also desirable, but not essential. Those wishing to return to the subject 
after a break of any time are required to submit short drawing test pieces for assessment of potential. 
 
Course Details 
The course consists of three 40 hour units, two practical and one theory-based. 
The two practical units are: 
 
Expressive Activity 

 Investigation: Examples of directly observed drawing, painting, printmaking or sculpture. This is 
then edited by the pupil to be presented as a mounted A2 sheet investigating a clear theme. 

 Development: The theme investigated above is then developed to try out different compositional 
layouts, ideas and visual elements. These experiments are then edited by the pupil to be presented 
as an A2 sheet displaying a minimum of two clear ideas for a final presentation artwork 

 Final Outcome: One idea from the development work is then expanded and presented, to the 
best of the pupil’s ability, in an appropriate material, on a third A2 sheet.  

When collated together as a folio of work, the Expressive Activity should show a clear theme and 
progression of ideas that have been investigated and developed. 
 
Design Activity 

 Design Brief: Set by the teacher in negotiation with pupils, this is an outline of the design 
problem to be tackled. It should clearly set out details of what is being designed, the intended 
customer and issues and specifications that need to be taken into consideration. 

 Investigation: Examples of market research and context, (examining other versions of whatever 
is being designed), collected from a variety of sources. This is then edited by the pupil to be 
presented as a mounted A2 sheet showing the research and investigation of the topic. 

 Development: The theme investigated above is then developed to try out different ideas and 
possible solutions to the design problem. These experiments are then edited by the pupil to be 
presented as an A2 sheet displaying a minimum of two clear ideas for a final design solution. 

 Final Outcome: One idea from the development work is then expanded and presented, to the 
best of the pupil’s ability, in an appropriate material, on a third A2 sheet. 

 Evaluation: Pupil’s own views on how well they have satisfied the needs of the design brief, 
written and displayed with the completed Folio.  

When collated together as a folio of work, the Design Activity should show a clear theme and progression 
of ideas that have been investigated and developed towards the successful conclusion. 
 
Theory Based Study: Art & Design Studies 

 A written or recorded oral response presenting facts, judgements and opinions on areas of the 
Visual Arts, (from 1750 to the present day). 

 A second written or recorded oral response presenting facts, judgements and opinions on areas 
of Design, (from 1750 to the present day). 

Assessment 
Both Activities are presented as one Practical Folio of work for assessment externally by SQA. Art & 
Design Studies is judged as a Pass/Fail element, also required for a full course award. Pupils also sit a 1.5 
hour written exam testing their knowledge and opinions of the Visual Arts and Design from 1750 
to the present day. 
 
Progression 
Students who achieve Higher Art & Design at ‘A or ‘B’ pass may progress to study at Advanced Higher level 
and ‘C’ Passes at our discretion. 



 

 

 

 
ART AND DESIGN: PORTFOLIO COURSE 
 
This course is available for students in S6 who wish to go into further education to study Art.  
Students will be shown how to build up a relevant portfolio including drawing, painting, observation, 
expression and the correct use of a sketch book.  Students will be required to display their work 
regularly for peer review purposes. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Higher Art   
 
 



 

 

 

DRAMA: NATIONAL 3 

 
Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice.  
In this Course, and its component Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and 
the application of those skills. Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose 
and they will promote best practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can.  
This Course provides learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the 
attributes and capabilities of the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and 
skills for work.  
All Courses provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but 
the focus and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  
 
Course Outline 
Course Title: National 3 Drama (Access 3 Revised) 
 
SCQF: Level 3 
 
Course code: to be advised  
 
Mandatory Units: 

Basic Drama skills 

Basic Production skills 

Course Assessment: 

Awards may be achieved for individual units- Drama skills, Production skills -or as part of an 
integrated Drama/ Production skills course. 

Learners will be assessed on a pass or/fail basis based on evidence gathered throughout the Unit. 

Units are internally assessed via the production of evidence such as observation checklists 
Learners logbooks for reflection/evaluation and recordings of presentations. External 
verification of quality and standards across schools will be carried out by the SQA in 
collaboration with individual teachers. 

Recommended entry  
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required to be ‘Secure’ at 
ACfE Level 2 Drama by the end of S3. Skills in literacy and numeracy are also desirable. 
 
Progression 
Achievement of National 3: Drama course might enable progress to: 

 National 4 Drama, Course  

 National 4 Drama Units 

DRAMA: NATIONAL 4 
 



 

 

 

Course Title: National 4 Drama 
 
SCQF: level 4  
 
Mandatory Units: 

 DRAMA SKILLS - Students will work together or individually to devise, present and 
evaluate a piece of drama based on a stimulus. 

 PRODUCTION SKILLS - Students will explore and use theatre production to enhance 
performances including but not restricted to lighting, costume, sound and set design. 
 

Added Value Unit: 
PERFORMANCE - Using the previously learnt skills, students will present a full performance 
themselves taking full control of all acting, stage management and theatre production roles.  
 
Course Assessment 
Two Unit Assessments, (1xDrama Skills + 1xproduction Skills) of class project work, plus an 
“Added Value” Performance based on these units will be examined. 
ALL ASSESSMENT WILL TAKE PLACE AT SCHOOL LEVEL-THERE IS NO 
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION AT National 4 
All units are necessary for a student to obtain the Course Qualifation for National 4 Drama. If a 
student completes both Mandatory Units and does not complete the Added Value Unit, they 
only receive Unit Qualifications for the completed units. 
 
Recommended entry  
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would normally be 
expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required by one or more of 
the following or by equivalent qualifications and/or experience:  
National 3/4 Design and Manufacture Course or relevant component Units  
 
In terms of prior learning and experience, relevant experiences and outcomes may also provide 
an appropriate basis for doing this Course.  
Skills in literacy and numeracy are desirable. 
 
Progression 
Achievement of National 4: Art & Design course might enable progress to: 

 National 5 Drama, Course  

 National 5 Drama Units 

 2 year Higher Drama, Course  

 Higher Drama, Units  

 Scottish Group Award in a related area at an appropriate level  

 Employment in areas of industries such as design, creative industries or arts disciplines. 

 This course, or its component units, may form part of one or more Scottish Group Awards. 
 
 

 
 
DRAMA: NATIONAL 5 
 

Purpose 
The aim of this Course is to provide a range of learning experiences that will develop important 



 

 

 

skills and areas of specific drama knowledge. The Course seeks to provide opportunities for 
candidates to:  

 explore relationships, social attitudes and issues  

 explore and use language, movement and theatre as a means of expression and 
communication  

 acquire a range of theatre production skills  

 develop devising skills and contribute to a presentation  

 increase interest in and knowledge of theatrical performance  
. 
 
Mandatory units: 
Unit 1: Drama Skills  
Developing ideas for drama and contributing to the drama process. 
Unit 2: Theatre Production Skills 
Analysing a range of production skills and applying that range of production skills to their own 
ideas and concepts. 
Added Value Unit: Performance 
Using the previously learnt skills, students will present a full performance themselves taking full 
control of all acting, stage management and theatre production roles. 
The skills learned in Units 1 and 2 will allow pupils to sit a theory based written paper and be 
involved in a group performance piece for assessment purposes. 
 
Course Assessment 
Individuals will complete a folio with evidence of research, planning, character and textual 
analysis, designs, lighting and sound plots and evaluation. 
 
Units 1 and 2 will be internally assessed Pass/Fail, (externally verified by the SQA), and the 
Value Added Unit will be externally assessed by the SQA. 

Recommended Entry 
At the discretion of the department, however, pupils would normally be expected to have 
attained the skills, knowledge and understanding from: 
 
National 4 Drama Course or relevant component units 
 
Progression 
Students who achieve National 5 Drama may progress to study at Higher level in negotiation 
with the department. 
 

 

 

DRAMA: HIGHER 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this course is to provide a range of learning experiences which will develop important 
skills and areas of specific drama knowledge.  This course will also promote the candidates’ knowledge 
and understanding of theatre.  Higher Drama focuses on the skills of acting, directing and devising in a 
variety of dramatic contexts.  The candidates will have the opportunity to: 

 investigate relationships, issues and topics 



 

 

 

 gain knowledge and understanding of aspects of theatre 

 develop acting and directing skills and contribute to presentation 

 experience theatrical performance 
Recommended Entry 
Students will have been expected to have attained one of the following: 

 Standard Grade Drama at Credit level 

 Intermediate 2 Drama  

 Other appropriate prior experience of drama. 
 
Course Structure 
The course has three mandatory units as follows: 
 
Unit 1 Investigative Drama 
Candidates will devise their own drama and present the end product to an invited audience. Each 
candidate will be responsible for the organisation and direction of an identifiable section of the 
presentation. 
Unit 2: Study of a Text in its Theatrical Context 
Candidates will explore a chosen classic text from the perspective of an actor and of a director in 
preparation for a production. 
Unit 3: Contemporary Scottish Theatre 
A minimum of three contemporary Scottish plays will be studied and plays/productions will be explored 
from both the perspective of the actor and that of the audience. 
 
Acting 
Acting is an important and integral part of all three component units. Specific exercises can be devised to 
develop particular acting skills but these skills will be used in the context of portraying characters. In 
Investigative Drama, the candidate may be developing characters to act from improvisation, from a dramatic 
role card or from a detailed scenario or devised script provided by another candidate. In The Study of a 
Textin its Theatrical Context and in Scottish Contemporary Theatre, the emphasis will be on the interpretation of 
character from text. For all units it will be necessary for the candidates to develop and use characterisation 
and performance skills. 
 
Assessment 
The Course assessment will comprise of one question paper lasting 2 ½ hours worth a total of 60 marks 
and a practical examination of acting comprising of 40 marks. 

 Question Paper 1 is worth 50% 

 Acting examination is worth 50% 
Progression 
Successful completion of the course may lead to: 

 Advanced Higher in Drama 

 NC or HNC at College  

 Further study of Theatre Studies; combined degree or entry to general Arts Courses at University  

 Entry to DramaCollege (e.g. RSAMD) 

 Employment in Performing Arts. 

MUSIC: NATIONAL 3 
 
Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice. In this Course, and its component 
Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and the application of those skills. 
Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose and they will promote best 
practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can. This Course provides 
learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the attributes and capabilities of 



 

 

 

the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work. All Courses 
provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but the focus 
and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  
 
Course Outline 
Course Title: National 3 Music 
SCQF: level 3 
 
Mandatory Units 
Performing 
Listening (Understanding Music) 
Composing 
Added Value Unit 
Performing Unit 

 Perform using Two instruments 

 Play a section of 2 piece on both instruments  

 Played at ABRSM* Grade 1 level or equivalent    
Understanding Music Unit 

 Identify concepts from Nat 3 concept list in audio clips 

 Display understanding of musical theory 
Composing Unit 

 Experience a range of composition styles and techniques 

 Include an understanding of social and cultural influence 

There is no formal assessment for National 3 music.  All units are assessed internally. 
 
Recommended Entry 
This course provides you with the opportunity to develop interests that contribute to your 
personal development, enhance your quality of life and provide the skills and knowledge required 
for further study and enjoyment of music, building on the experience of S1 and 2 
Entry is at the discretion of the department; however, students would normally be expected to 
have attained: 

 The skills, knowledge and understanding required to be ‘Secure’ at ACfE Level 2 Music by 
the end of S3.  

 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
National 4 units or full course 
other SQA qualifications in Music or further study, employment or training. 

MUSIC: NATIONAL 4 
 

Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice. In this Course, and its component 
Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and the application of those skills. 
Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose and they will promote best 
practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can. This Course provides 
learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the attributes and capabilities of 
the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work. All Courses 
provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but the focus 
and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  



 

 

 

 
Course Outline 
Course Title: National 4 Music 
SCQF: level 4 
 
Mandatory Units 
Performing 
Listening (Understanding Music) 
Composing 
Added Value Unit 
Performing Unit 

 Perform using Two instruments 

 Play a complete Programme of eight minutes total 

 Played at ABRSM* Grade 2 level or equivalent    
Understanding Music Unit 

 Identify concepts from Nat 4 concept list in audio clips 

 Display understanding of musical theory 
Composing Unit 

 Experience a range of composition styles and techniques 

 Include an understanding of social and cultural influence 
Added Value Unit 

 Performance showing challenge and application. 

 Pupils should draw on and extend their performing skills in any new context 

 This could include: 
o Solo and/or group performance to class 
o Performance to teacher 
o Performance as part of a concert or show 

 
Course Assessment 

 There is no external examination at National 4 level in any Unit. 

 Elements of the course are assessed internally. 

 National 4 qualification can only be awarded if Added Value Unit is completed.  
Pupils will be able to display their own music skills to different audiences using a range of 
presentation methods. They will also contribute as part of an audience for other peoples’ work.  
 
Recommended Entry 
This course provides you with the opportunity to develop interests that contribute to your 
personal development, enhance your quality of life and provide the skills and knowledge required 
for further study and enjoyment of music, building on the experience of S1 and 2 
Entry is at the discretion of the department; however, students would normally be expected to 
have attained: 

 National 3 Music Course award 

 The Units making up a national 3 Music award 
 

Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 
other SQA qualifications Higher level in Music or 

further study, employment or training. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MUSIC: NATIONAL 5 
 
Course Outline 
Course Title: National 5 Music 
 
SCQF: level 5  
Course code: to be advised  

 
Mandatory units: 
Music: Composing Skills 
Music: Understanding 
Music: Performing Skills  
 
Music: Composing Skills 
The emphasis in this unit is on practical musical activity.  You will take part in a number of activities 
including: 

 Inventing original music showing originality, creativity, planning and good use of compositional 
techniques; arranging and improvising where appropriate 



 

 

 

 Build on previous work to achieve a higher level of skill 
 
Music: Understanding 
The emphasis on this unit is on 
Listening to a variety of music and developing an awareness of a range of different musical styles and 
concepts  
Identify a range of music signs and symbols used in music notation 
Music: Performing Skills 
This unit allows you to: 

 Develop performance skills in a wide range of styles, in solo or group situations, on one of 
the following combinations: one instrument/voice and accompanying; one instrument and voice or 
two instruments 

 Build on previous work to achieve a higher level of skill 

 Broaden your musical experience and skills 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have attained: 

National 4 Music Course award 
The Units making up a national 4 Music award 

 
Course Assessment 
The course is assessed by a combination of internal unit assessment by the teacher, (externally 
verified by the SQA), and external examinations of the Value Added Unit by the SQA. This Value 
Added Unit will focus on a your ability to apply the skills learned in a Practical performance and in a 
Written Question Paper. 
 
Progression 
Students who achieve National 5 Music might progress to: 

 Higher in Music 
 
See web links on Drama Department site for further details of courses. 

 
MUSIC: HIGHER 
 
Purpose 
This course makes a valuable contribution to your general education and personal development by 
providing you with the opportunity to develop interests that will enhance your quality of life.  It also 
allows you to develop the skills and knowledge required if you wish to proceed to further study and/or 
follow a career in music. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have attained either: 

 Standard Grade Music at Credit level using TL1 pieces 

 Intermediate 2 Music units or course 
 
Course Details 
The course consists of three 40 hour units – two compulsory units and one of the following optional 
units, and 40 hours flexible time.   
  
Mandatory 
Music: Composing 
The emphasis in this unit is on practical musical activity which will allow you to develop musical 
imagination, sensitivity and discrimination.  You will 



 

 

 

 Compose music with evidence of originality, creativity, planning and good use of compositional 
techniques such as the deployment of selected concepts; arranging and improvising may be 
included where appropriate 

 Broaden and deepen your creative skills 

 Compile an audio folio of 2 pieces, together with supporting notes and a score throughout the 
course. 

Music: Listening 
The emphasis in this unit is on listening to music which is relevant, related to practical experiences and 
based on a conceptual approach.  You will 

 Consolidate and extend your conceptual understanding of music 

 Broaden and deepen your listening skills 

 Demonstrate enhanced ability to relate sound to printed music 
Music: Performing 
This unit allows you to 

 Develop performance skills in a wide range of styles, in solo or group situations, on one of the 
following combinations: one instrument/voice and accompanying; one instrument and voice or 
two instruments 

 Build on previous work to achieve a higher level of skill 

 Broaden your musical experience and skills 
Performances will be of longer duration than previous levels and will include works which make increased 
technical and musical demands. 
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed by a combination of internal assessment by the teacher and external assessment by 
the SQA.  Methods of assessment vary according to the demands of different units and include taped 
performance, live performance, aural assessment and written papers. 
Progression 
Successful completion of this course may lead to: 

 Advanced Higher in Music 



 

 

 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY: NATIONAL 3  
 
Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice. In this Course, and its component 
Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and the application of those skills. 
Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose and they will promote best 
practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can. This Course provides 
learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the attributes and capabilities of 
the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work. All Courses 
provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but the focus 
and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  
 

Course outline 
Course title: 
National 3 Music Technology 
SCQF: level 3  
Course code: C751 73 
 
Mandatory Units 
Music Technology Skills (National 3) 
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (National 3) 
Music Technology in Context (National 3) 
 

Music Technology Skills (National 3) 

 Learners will develop skills and techniques relating to the creative use of music 
technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio.   

 Learners will explore a range of uses of this technology through practical 
activities 

   
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (National 3) 

 Learners will develop basic understanding of 20th and 21st century musical styles 
and genres, and of related developments in music technology. 

 
Music Technology in Context (National 3) 

 Learners will use music technology skills in a range of straightforward contexts 
such as live performance, radio broadcast, composing for film, TV themes, 
adverts and computer gaming. 

 
There is no formal assessment for National 3 music.  All units are assessed internally. 
 
Recommended Entry 
This course provides you with the opportunity to develop interests that contribute to your 
personal development, enhance your quality of life and provide the skills and knowledge required 
for further study and enjoyment of music, building on the experience of S1 and 2 
Entry is at the discretion of the department; however, students would normally be expected to 
have attained: 

 The skills, knowledge and understanding required to be ‘Secure’ at ACfE Level 2 Music by 
the end of S3.  

 



 

 

 

Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
National 4 units or full course other SQA qualifications in Music or further study, employment 
or training. 



 

 

 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY: NATIONAL 4 
 

Rationale  
All new and revised National Courses reflect the Curriculum for Excellence values, purposes and 
principles. They offer flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and 
applying learning, and scope for personalisation and choice. In this Course, and its component 
Units, there will be an emphasis on skills development and the application of those skills. 
Assessment approaches will be proportionate and fit for purpose and they will promote best 
practice, enabling learners to achieve the highest standards they can. This Course provides 
learners with opportunities to continue to acquire and develop the attributes and capabilities of 
the four capacities as well as skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work. All Courses 
provide opportunities for learners to develop breadth, challenge and application, but the focus 
and balance of the assessment will be appropriate for the subject area.  
 
Course Outline 
Course Title: National 4 Music Technology 
SCQF: level 4 
 
Mandatory Units 

Music Technology Skills (National 4) 
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (National 4) 
Music Technology in Context (National 4) 
Added Value Unit 
Music Technology Assignment (National 4) 

 
Music Technology Skills (National 4) 

 Learners will develop skills and techniques relating to the use of music 
technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio.  

 Learners will explore a range of uses of this technology through practical 
activities. 

 
Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (National 4) 

 Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21st century 
musical styles and genres, and an understanding of related music technology 
developments. 

 
Music Technology in Context (National 4) 

 Learners will use music technology skills in a range of contexts such as live 
performance, radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, TV 
themes, adverts and computer gaming. 

 
Added Value Unit 
Music Technology Assignment (National 4) 

 Learner to apply and integrate skills, knowledge and understanding from the 
other Units to plan and carry out a short creative production using music 
technology. 

 
 
Course Assessment 

 There is no external examination at National 4 level in any Unit. 

 Elements of the course are assessed internally. 

 National 4 qualification can only be awarded if Added Value Unit is completed.  



 

 

 

Pupils will be able to display their own music skills to different audiences using a range of 
presentation methods. They will also contribute as part of an audience for other peoples’ work.  
 
Recommended Entry 
This course provides you with the opportunity to develop interests that contribute to your 
personal development, enhance your quality of life and provide the skills and knowledge required 
for further study and enjoyment of music, building on the experience of S1 and 2 
Entry is at the discretion of the department; however, students would normally be expected to 
have attained: 

 National 3 Music Technology Course award 

 The Units making up a national 3 Music Technology award 
 

Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: other SQA qualifications Higher level in 
Music or further study, employment or training. 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

SCIENCES 
 
BIOLOGY – National 5 
 
There are 3 mandatory units 

 Cell Biology 

 Multicellular Organisms 

 Life on Earth 
 
Course Assessment 

Students will also complete ‘in course assessments of Key Areas’ as they meet new ideas. 
There is also a practical assessment which must be completed before entry as well as a short 
report. Following these the award of National 5 requires an assignment to be completed as 
well as an end of course exam as detailed below 
 
Component 1 — question paper 80 marks  
Component 2 — assignment 20 marks  

Total marks 100 marks 
 
A select few students may follow the National 5 course but not sit at the end of the course. 
These students will need to submit an AVU which will then allow them to be awarded a 
National 4 in Biology 
 
Recommended entry 
Students will be advised by their Science teachers if they are likely to be suitable candidates 
for the course. They will need to be strong in Science as well as Maths and English. 
 
Students gaining a National 4 in Biology/Chemistry/ Physics/Science will be considered for 
the course  and a decision will be made according to their past work ethic and levels of 
competency in Maths and English. 
 
 

Progression from this Course  
This Course or its components may provide progression for the learner to:  

 Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology  

 National 5 Course in another science subject  

 Skills for Work Courses (SCQF levels 5 or 6)  

 Employment and/or training  



 

 

 

BIOLOGY - Higher 
 
The Higher Biology Course offers a broad and up-to-date selection of concepts and ideas 
relevant to the central position of life science within our society. Learners develop deeper 
understanding of the underlying themes of biology — evolution and adaptation; structure and 
function; genotype and niche — and the scale of topics ranges from molecular through to whole 
organism and beyond. 

The course consists of three units: 

1. DNA and the genome - (1) Structure of DNA, (2) Replication of DNA, (3) Control 
of gene expression, (4) Cellular differentiation, (5) The structure of the genome, (6) 
Mutations, (7) Evolution, and (8) Genomic sequencing. 

2. Metabolism and Survival - (1) Metabolic pathways and their control, (2) Cellular 
respiration, (3) Metabolic rate, (4) Metabolism in conformers and regulators, (5) 
Maintaining metabolism - surviving and avoiding adverse conditions and extremophiles, 
(6) Environmental control of metabolism, (7) Genetic control of metabolism, and (8) 
Ethical considerations in the use of microorganisms, hazards and control of risks 

3. Sustainibility and Interdependence - (1) Food supply, plant growth and 
productivity, (2) Plant and animal breeding by manipulation of heredity, (3) Crop 
protection, (4) Animal welfare and behavioural indicators of poor welfare, (5) Symbiosis, 
(6) Social behaviour, (7) Mass extinction, regaining biodiversity and measuring 
biodiversity, and (8) Threats to biodiversity 

 
Progression into this course 
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the centre. However, learners would  
normally be expected to have attained some relevant skills and knowledge through prior 
experience. Skills and knowledge developed through any of the following, while not mandatory, 
are likely to be helpful as a basis for further learning in this Course: 
 
Biology (National 5) Course 
 
Progression from this Course 
This Course or its components may provide progression for the learner to: 
 
Advanced Higher Biology or related areas or further study, employment and/or training 
 

 
 



 

 

 

CHEMISTRY – National 5  
 
Composed of 3 units: 
Chemical Changes and Structure 
The unit covers rates of reaction, the structure of atoms and how they bond together, 
properties of materials, writing formulae and calculating reaction quantities and the study of 
acids and bases.  
Nature’s Chemistry 
The unit covers the naming and graphical representation of carbon compounds, everyday 
consumer products and fuels.  
Chemistry in Society 
The unit covers the reactions of metals, the properties and manufacture of plastics, the 
properties and manufacture of artificial fertilisers, chemical analysis techniques and the study 
of nuclear chemistry. 
 
Learners will research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to 
their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy. 
 
To achieve a pass in National 5 Chemistry, pupils will have to (in addition to the final exam) 
complete various assessments and tasks throughout the year. These must be completed to a 
national 5 standard and include: 

 Assessments of the ‘key areas’ 

 Full practical write-up for an experiment 

 Short report on an application of chemistry 

 Assignment 

 
The course is graded out of 100 marks 
End of course exam – 80 marks 
Assignment – 20 marks    
 
A select few students may follow the National 5 course, completing the key areas, but not sit 
at the end of the course exam. These students will need to submit an added value unit at a 
standard of at least national 4. This will then allow them to be awarded a National 4 in 
Chemistry 
 
Students will be advised by their Science teachers if they are likely to be suitable candidates 
for the course. They will need to be strong in Science as well as Maths and English. 
 
Students gaining a National 4 in Biology/Chemistry/ Physics/Science will be considered for 
the course  and a decision will be made according to their past work ethic and levels of 
competency in Maths and English. 
 
Progression from this Course  
This Course or its components may provide progression for the learner to:  
- Higher Chemistry  
- National 5 Course in another science subject  
- Skills for Work Courses (SCQF levels 5 or 6)  
- Employment and/or training  

PHYSICS - National 5 



 

 

 

Course Outline 

The purpose of National 5 Physics is to develop learners’ interest and enthusiasm for physics in 
a range of contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed, throughout 
the Course, by investigating the applications of physics. This will enable learners to become 
scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-based claims they will meet.  

Physics gives learners an insight into the underlying nature of our world and its place in the 
universe. From the sources of the power we use, to the exploration of space, it covers a range of 
applications of the relationships that have been discovered through experiment and calculation, 
including those used in modern technology. An experimental and investigative approach is used 
to develop knowledge and understanding of physics concepts.  
 
This Course will enable learners to develop a deeper understanding of physics concepts and the 
ability to describe and interpret physical phenomena using mathematical skills. They will develop 
scientific methods of research in which issues in physics are explored and conclusions drawn. 
 
Course Structure 
The course has three mandatory units: 

 Electricity and Energy 

 Waves and Radiation 

 Dynamics and Space 
 
Assessment 
Each unit is assessed via a set of test questions. In addition, students must complete and write up 
an assessed practical experiment, a short research report and a longer Assignment report which 
is written under exam-like conditions and accounts for 20% of their final mark. The end-of-
course exam is a 2 hour paper which accounts for the remaining 80% of their final mark. 
Students who complete the course assessments but do not sit the final National 5 exam should 
still achieve a National 4 award. 
 
Recommended entry 
Students will be advised by their Science teachers if they are likely to be suitable candidates for 
the course. They will need to be strong in Science as well as Maths and English. 
Students gaining a National 4 in Biology/Chemistry/ Physics/Science will be considered for the 
course  and a decision will be made according to their past work ethic and levels of competency 
in Maths and English. 
 
Progression from this Course  
This Course or its components may provide progression for the learner to:  
 

 Higher Physics 

 National 5 Course in another science subject  

 Skills for Work Courses (SCQF levels 5 or 6)  

 Employment and/or training  
 
 



 

 

 

 

PHYSICS – Higher  
 

Course Outline 
The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for physics 
in a range of contexts. The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed throughout 
the Course. The relevance of physics is highlighted by the study of the applications of physics in 
everyday contexts. This will enable learners to become scientifically literate citizens, able to 
review the science-based claims they will meet. 
Due to the interdisciplinary nature of science, learners benefit from studying Physics along with 
other subjects from the sciences, technologies, and mathematics curriculum areas.  
 
The Course develops scientific understanding of issues relating to physics. It will enable learners 
to gain an in-depth knowledge of concepts in physics, and to develop confidence in the skills of 
scientific inquiry.  
 
Learners will develop ability in describing and interpreting physical phenomena using 
mathematical skills, and will practice scientific methods of investigation from which general 
relationships are derived and explored. 
 
Course Structure 
The course has three mandatory units: 

 Our Dynamic Universe 

 Particles and Waves 

 Electricity 
 
Assessment 
Each unit is assessed via a set of test questions. In addition, students must complete the 
Researching Physics unit, which includes carrying out and writing up an assessed practical 
experiment and an Assignment research report which is written under exam-like conditions and 
accounts for 17% of their final mark. The end-of-course exam is a 2.5 hour paper which 
accounts for the remaining 83% of their final mark. 
 
Recommended entry 
Students would normally be expected to have passed National 5 Physics to enter the Higher 
course. 
 
Progression from this Course  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
♦ Advanced Higher Physics  
♦ other qualifications in Physics or related areas  
♦ further study, employment and/or training  
 



 

 

 

SCIENCE – National 3/4  
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  

 develop and apply knowledge and understanding of science  

 develop an understanding of science’s role in scientific issues and relevant applications of 
science in society and the environment  

 develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills  

 develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a science context  

 develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific 
activities develop problem solving skills in a science context  

 use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and issues  

 develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in science  
 
The National 4 Science Course enables learners to develop and apply knowledge and 
understanding of science. Learners develop an understanding of science’s role in scientific issues 
and relevant applications of science in society and the environment. 
 
There are 3 mandatory units; 

 Fragile Earth 

 Human Health 

 Applications of Science 
 
Course assessment  
This is ongoing and comprises of a series of tests in Key areas as these are covered during the 
course. Students at both National 3  & 4 will be required to complete a practical assessment and  
a short report but those studying at National 4 will be required to complete an AVU as well. 
 
Progression from this Course  
This Course or its components may provide progression to:  

 National 4 or 5 Course in another science subject  

 Skills for Work Courses (SCQF levels 4 or 5)  

 National Certificate Group Awards  

 National Progression Awards (SCQF levels 4 or 5)  

 Employment  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview: 
 
The Maths Course and Lifeskills Maths Course have their roots in Standard Grade and National 
Qualifications and are a synthesis of the most effective parts of both these courses and more. 
Lifeskills Maths involves more applications of maths in real life and less abstract topics.  
 

The aims of both courses are to: 

 develop confidence and enable learners to apply maths skills in other subject and in real life 

situations 

 use numerical data and abstract terms in order to solve problems and to generalise 

 allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form 

 develop skills in using mathematical language  and to explore mathematical ideas 

 develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable way 

Mathematics National 4 and 5 & 
Lifeskills Mathematics National 3 and 4  

Unit Titles & Descriptions: 
 

Both Mathematics and Lifeskills Mathematics comprise of three units, and an Added Value Unit 

at National 4 or Course Assessment at National 5.  

 

Mathematics 

 

Expressions and Formulae 

This unit covers algebraic skills; applying geometric and statistical skills linked to the use of 

formulae in shape, symmetry, analysing data and probabilities. Learners also develop 

reasoning skills allowing them to interpret, develop a strategy and communicate their 

findings. 

  

Relationships  

This unit covers applying algebraic skills to linear equations and graphs; geometric skills to 

lengths, angles and shape; trigonometric skills to graphs and identities. They also continue to 

use their reasoning skills. 

 

Numeracy or Applications 

This unit involves interpreting graphical data and using numerical skills to solve real life 

problems involving money, time and measure at level 4.  

At level 5 learners are applying their numerical, geometric, trigonometric and statistical skills 

across a variety of problems. 

 



 

 

 

Lifeskills Mathematics 

Managing Finance and statistics 

This unit develops skills that can be applied to managing finance ands statistics in real 

life context. This includes budgeting and planning for personal use and presenting data 

to justify solutions or draw conclusions. 

Shape/Geometry 

This unit involves applying ideas and strategies to solve problems in geometry and 

measurement. This involves interpreting and using shape, space and measures to 

determine and explain their solutions. 

Numeracy 

This unit involves interpreting graphical data and using numerical skills to solve real 

life problems involving money, time and measure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will be expected of you? 
This course has been designed to give you a wide experience of maths that is useful in real life. You will 
be expected to work to the best of your ability, often in groups and using a variety of methods. 

Progression Pathways: 
National 4, 5, Higher and Advanced Higher in S5 & 6. 
Lifeskills 3 and 4 in S4 and then Lifeskills 4 and 5 in S5 & 6. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

Higher 

Course Outline: 

The Higher Course in Mathematics develops learners’ mathematical rigour and the ability to 

use precise and concise mathematical language assumes a particular importance at this stage. 

Candidates who complete a Higher Mathematics course successfully are expected to have a 

competence and a confidence in applying mathematical techniques, manipulating symbolic 

expressions and communicating with mathematical correctness in the solution of problems. 

 

 

 

Unit Titles & Descriptions: 
Applications Unit  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve geometric 

applications, applications of sequences and applications of calculus. The Outcomes cover 

aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  
1 Use mathematical operational skills linked to applications  
2 Use mathematical reasoning skills linked to applications  

Relationships and Calculus Unit  

The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve solving equations 

and to introduce both differential calculus and integral calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of 

algebra, trigonometry, calculus and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  
1 Use mathematical operational skills linked to relationships and calculus  
2 Use mathematical reasoning skills linked to relationships and calculus  
 Expressions and Functions Unit 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation of 
expressions, the use of vectors and the study of mathematical functions. The Outcomes cover aspects 
of algebra, geometry and trigonometry and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  
 

Learners who complete this Unit will be able to:  
1 Use mathematical operational skills linked to expressions and functions  

2 Use mathematical reasoning skills linked to expressions and functions  

Assessment:  
End of unit internal assessments.  

External examination at end of course Paper 1 is non-calculator lasts 70 minutes and has 60 marks; 

Paper 2 allows a calculator lasts 90 minutes and has 70 marks 

Progression Pathways & Additional Information:  
Advanced Higher Maths  

The course has obvious relevance for candidates with interests in fields such as commerce, 

engineering and science where the mathematics learned will be put to direct use. 



 

 

 

SOCIAL SUBJECTS & RME  
 
GEOGRAPHY: NATIONAL 4/5 
  

Why study Geography?  
Geography is a hugely relevant subject in our ever changing 
World. It opens up the physical environment around you and 
the ways in which people interact with their environment. 
The study of geography develops a sense of responsible 
citizenship. If you choose this course you will develop a 
knowledge and understanding of current events from the 
local area to the global. It will provide you with a range of 
skills such as map reading, data collection, ICT and problem 
solving. The course develops active learning including 
fieldwork. You will develop skills which are transferable to 
other areas of study, encouraging enterprise and 
employability. 
 

Course outline  
Geography: Physical Environments  
Learners will study a selection of landscape types within Scotland and the UK: glaciated 
landscapes, upland limestone, coastal landscapes and rivers and their valleys.  
Geography: Human Environments  
Learners will study and compare developed and developing countries. Key topics will include 
world population and issues in changing urban and rural landscapes.  
Geography: Global Issues  
Learners will study major global issues: climate change, environmental hazards, trade and 
globalisation and development, tourism and health.  
Geography Assignment   
Learners will get the opportunity to investigate a topic in detail and produce a report on their 
research in a medium they have chosen. 
 
Assessment  
National 3 and 4 is internally assessed. 
National 5 has an external assessment:  

– question paper 60 marks  

 2 – assignment 20 marks  
Total marks 80 marks 
 
Entry requirements 
S3 students who are going into S4, can only continue with Geography in S4  if they have  studied 
it  throughout the whole of S3. The level of study (Nat 4/5) will be determined near the start of 
the course. S4 students who are going into S5,  will need to have  achieved a minimum of  a 
National 4  award in  any Social Subject or English.   
 
 
 
 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  



 

 

 

Geography Course or its Units at a higher National level e.g. N4 to  N5. 
OR 
a move to another Social Subject such as History or Modern Studies. 
OR 
further study, employment and/or training such as: 

Urban Planner/Community Development 
Cartographer 
GIS Specialist 
Climatologist 
Transportation management 
Environmental Management 
Writer/Researcher 



 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY - Higher 
 
Purpose 
This Course will encourage learners to develop important attitudes, including: an open mind and 
respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of others; openness to new thinking and ideas; and a sense 
of responsibility and global citizenship. Through the study of Geography and the acquisition of 
techniques of geographical analysis, learners develop an understanding of aspects of the 
contemporary world of concern to all citizens. By studying this Course, learners are enabled to 
develop the four capacities in many respects. For example, learner’s horizons are extended and they 
are challenged to look at the world in new ways. Their confidence grows as they begin to understand 
more about their sense of identity and learn about different countries and cultures. Learners will 
build up a framework of geographical knowledge and understanding with which to understand and 
respond to global issues which can help them develop a sense of responsible citizenship. 
 
Recommended Entry  
Students would normally be expected to have attained the minimum of: 
National 5 Geography award or a National 5 award in another Social Subject or English 
 
Course Details 
This Course has three mandatory Units. Within each Unit there is a considerable degree of flexibility 
in contexts which can be studied to allow personalisation and choice. 
 
Geography: Physical Environments (Higher)  
In this Unit, learners will develop and apply geographical skills and techniques in the context of 
physical environments. Learners will develop mapping skills in geographical contexts. Learners will 
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the processes and interactions at work within 
physical environments on a local, regional and global scale. Key topics include: atmosphere, 
hydrosphere, lithosphere and biosphere. Personalisation and choice is possible through case studies 
and areas chosen for study.  
 
Geography: Human Environments (Higher)  
In this Unit, learners will develop and apply geographical skills and techniques in the context of 
human environments. Learners will develop research skills in geographical contexts. Learners will 
develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the processes and interactions at work within 
urban and rural environments in developed and developing countries. Key topics include: population, 
rural land degradation and management, urban change and management. Personalisation and choice 
is possible through contexts chosen as case studies.  
 
Geography: Global Issues (Higher)  
In this Unit, learners will develop and apply geographical skills and techniques in the context of 
global geographical issues. Learners will develop skills of numerical and graphical analysis in 
geographical contexts. Learners will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of global 
geographical issues which demonstrate the interaction of physical and human factors and the 
strategies adopted in the management of these issues. Key topics include: river basin management; 
development and health; global climate change; trade, aid and geopolitics; energy. Personalisation and 
choice is possible through the issues selected for study. 
 
Assessment 
The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment 
Component 1 — question paper  
The purpose of this question paper is to demonstrate application of skills and breadth of knowledge 
and understanding from across the three Units of the Course.  
This question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following higher-order 
cognitive skills and knowledge and understanding from the mandatory content of the Course:  



 

 

 

 using a wide range of geographical skills and techniques  

 describing, explaining, evaluating and analysing complex geographical issues, using knowledge 
and understanding which is factual and theoretical, of the physical and human processes and 
interactions at work within geographical contexts on a local, regional and global scale  

The question paper will have 60 marks (66% of the total mark). 
 
 
 
Component 2 — assignment  
 
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating skills, 
knowledge and understanding within the context of a geographical topic or issue. The assignment 
will have 30 marks 
 
Unit Assessment 
Each unit will also be assessed on a pass/fail basis within centres.  
 
Geography: Physical Environments (Higher)  
In this Unit, the learner will be required to provide evidence of the ability to:  
♦ use a range of mapping skills and techniques in physical environment contexts  
♦ draw on and apply knowledge and understanding of the processes and interactions at work within 
physical environments on a local, regional or global scale  
 
Geography: Human Environments (Higher)  
In this Unit, the learner will be required to provide evidence of the ability to:  
♦ use a range of research skills and techniques in human environment contexts  
♦ draw on and apply knowledge and understanding of the processes and interactions at work within 
human environments  
 
Geography: Global Issues (Higher)  
In this Unit, the learner will be required to provide evidence of the ability to:  
♦ use a range of numerical and graphical skills and techniques in the context of global geographical 
issues  
♦ draw on and apply knowledge and understanding of significant global issues  
 
Progression 
From the achievement of a Higher unit or course students may be able to progress to:  

 Advanced Higher in Geography or course units at that level 

 higher education courses in Geography, humanities and social sciences, law 

 In addition Higher Geography will contribute to Scottish Group Awards. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

HISTORY – National 4/5 

Why study History?  

In History, learners develop their understanding of the 
world by learning about other people and their values. 
This Course will encourage learners to develop 
important attitudes, including: an open mind and 
respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of others; an 
openness to new thinking and ideas, and a sense of 
responsibility and global citizenship. Students will 
learn about the past and develop an appreciation and 
understanding of the forces which have shaped the 
world today. 
 

Course outline 
 

What will I learn?  
Historical Study: Scottish – The Impact of World War 1 on Scotland  
In this Unit, students study the impact of the Great War on Scotland.  Students will learn about life 
on the Western Front and the most important battles that Scottish soldiers were involved in.  
Students will also learn about the impact of the war on the Home Front.  The skills that are 
embedded in this unit include:  develop techniques to use, interpret and evaluate a range of primary 
and secondary sources.  
 
Historical Study: British – The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770 – 1807. 
Major themes in the unit include: The Middle Passage; Life on the Plantations and the Abolitionist 
Movements. The skills that are embedded in this unit include: develop techniques to explain and 
present information and draw conclusions about important historical themes and events.  
 
Historical Study: European and World – World War 2  
In this unit, students will learn about the outbreak of World War 2 and the progress made by Nazi 
Germany in the early stages of the war.  Students will also learn what brought the defeat of Nazi 
Germany in Europe and what life was life in Nazi Occupied Europe.  Students will also study the 
Pacific War and the reasons why Japan and America were in conflict.  
 

Assessment  
National 3 and 4 is internally assessed. 
 
National 5 has an external assessment:  

– question paper 60 marks  

– assignment 20 marks  
 
Recommended entry  

S3 students who are going into S4, can only continue with Geography in S4 if they have studied 
it throughout the whole of S3. The level of study (Nat 4/5) will be determined near the start of 
the course. S4 students who are going into S5, will need to have achieved a minimum of a 
National 4 award in any Social Subject or English. 
 
 
 

Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  



 

 

 

History Course or its component Units at a higher National level e.g. N4 to N5. 
OR  
a move to another Social Subject such as Geography or Modern Studies. 
OR 
further study, employment and/or training.  
  
Law and Accountancy   
Communications 
Publishing and the Arts  
Academia and Education  
Industry and Business 

 



 

 

 

 

HISTORY - Higher 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this course is to provide breadth and depth in the knowledge and understanding of 
historical concepts through study of chosen contexts. It is also intended to develop skills of evaluating 
events and sources and of investigating issues.  
 
Recommended Entry  
Students would normally be expected to have attained the minimum of: 
National 5 History award or a National 5 award in another Social Subject or English 
 
Course Details 
 
Three mandatory 40 hour units, plus 40 hours flexible time.  

1. Historical Study: Scottish and British (H) British Social History 
2. Historical Study: European and World (H) – Civil Rights Movement in America 
3. Historical Special Topic (H) – Scottish Wars of Independence 1286 - 1320 

 
Assessment 
The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment 
The question paper will have 60 marks.  
This question paper has three Sections with the following mark allocations:  
Section 1: Historical Study: Scottish (20 marks).  

Section 2: Historical Study: British (20 marks).  

Section 3: Historical Study: European and World (20 marks).  
 
Assignment  
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating the following 
higher order cognitive skills, knowledge and understanding within the context of an historical issue. The 
assignment will have 30 marks 
 
Unit Assessment 
Each unit will also be assessed on a pass/fail basis within centres.  
The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows:  
 
Historical Study: Scottish (Higher)  
The learner will be required to give evidence of:  
ability to evaluate historical sources, taking into account their origin, purpose, content and context  
descriptions, explanations and analysis demonstrating detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding 
of complex issues within an area of Scottish history  
 
Historical Study: British (Higher)  
The learner will be required to give evidence of:  
Ability to evaluate the impact of complex historical developments, synthesising information in a well-
structured manner  
Descriptions, explanations and analysis demonstrating detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding 
of complex issues within an area of British history  
 
Historical Study: European and World (Higher)  
The learner will be required to give evidence of:  
Ability to evaluate the factors contributing to historical developments, drawing well-reasoned conclusions 
supported by evidence  
Descriptions, explanations and analysis demonstrating detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding 
of complex issues within an area of European and world history  
 
 



 

 

 

Progression 
From the achievement of a Higher unit or course students may be able to progress to:  

 Advanced Higher in History or course units at that level 

 higher education courses in History, humanities and social sciences, law 

 In addition Higher History will contribute to Scottish Group Awards. 

 



 

 

 

MODERN STUDIES – National 4/5 
 

Why choose Modern Studies?  
Modern Studies is a hugely relevant subject in our ever 
changing World. It provides learners with a means of 
understanding how to participate in the democratic processes, 
as well as an understanding of how decisions are made about 
social and economic issues affecting people in the UK and 
throughout the world.  Modern Studies also encourages learners 
to become responsible citizens. Modern Studies encourages 
problem solving and it provides learners with a range of skills 
such as detecting bias in the media, justifying a particular point 
of view, ICT and problem solving. The course develops active 
learning through participation and involvement in lessons. 
Modern Studies develops skills which are transferable to other 
areas of study, encouraging enterprise and employability. 
 

What will you study? 
Study themes for units of work:  

 Democracy in the United Kingdom: This unit looks at how we can participate in politics as 
well as what our representatives can do for us. 

 Social Issues in the United Kingdom:  This unit looks at Crime and the Law – what causes 
crime, what are the consequences of crime, the role of the police and the prison service. 

 International Issues: Investigates the USA as a World Power.  Social, economic and political 
issues within America will be studies as well as examining the role which America plays on the 
world stage. 

 Modern Studies Assignment: This unit gives pupils the opportunity to investigate a topic they 
have found interesting.  Through a variety of research methods pupils test a hypothesis and come 
to a conclusion about whether or not their hypothesis is correct.  

 

Assessment  
National 3 and 4 is internally assessed. 
National 5 has an external assessment:  

– question paper 60 marks  

– assignment 20 marks  
 
Recommended entry  

S3 students who are going into S4, can only continue with Modern Studies in S4 if they have studied it 
throughout the whole of S3. The level of study (Nat 4/5) will be determined near the start of the 
course. S4 students who are going into S5, will need to have achieved a minimum of a National 4 
award in any Social Subject or English. 
 
Progression  
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 Modern Studies Course or its component Units at a higher National level e.gN4 to N5. 
 OR  
 a move to another Social Subject such as Geography or History. 
 OR 
 further study, employment and/or training such as: 

Law    Civil Service   Police    Social work 
Teaching   Journalism   Armed forces   Nursing 
Banking  Management   Office work   Media  
The Church   Sociology   Insurance   Social care 
Advertising  Clerical work   Administration   Social sciences 
Trade union work  Community education International relations Health service careers  



 

 

 

MODERN STUDIES - Higher 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this course is to develop knowledge and understanding of political, social and international 
issues and to promote the development of the critical skills of analysis, synthesis, evaluating and decision 
making. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have attained the minimum of: 
National 5 History award or a National 5 award in another Social Subject or English 
 
Course Details 
The course comprises three mandatory units. 
 
Modern Studies: Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom (Higher)  
In this Unit, learners will use a range of written, numerical and graphical sources of information in order to 
detect and explain the degree of objectivity in contemporary Scottish and UK political contexts. Learners 
will draw on knowledge and understanding of democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom.  
 
Learners will study topics such as: the United Kingdom constitutional arrangement including the role of the 
Scottish Parliament and other devolved bodies and the impact of UK membership of the European Union; 
the study of representative democracy; voting systems and their impact; the impact of a range of factors 
which affect voting behaviour; and the ways in which citizens are informed about, participate in, and 
influence the political process.  
 
Modern Studies: Social Issues in the United Kingdom (Higher)  
In this Unit, learners will use a range of written, numerical and graphical sources of information in order to 
make and justify decisions about social issues. Learners will draw on knowledge and understanding of social 
issues within the United Kingdom and Scotland. 
 
Learners have a choice of social issue: contexts for study will focus on either social inequality or crime and 
the law. In the social inequality context, learners will focus on a contemporary aspect of social inequality in 
the UK and the impact on a group in society. They will focus on topics such as the nature of social 
inequality; theories and causes of inequality; the impact of inequality; and the attempts to tackle inequality 
and their effectiveness. In the crime and the law context, learners will focus on topics such as the role of 
law in society; theories and causes of crime; the impact of crime; and methods of tackling crime and their 
effectiveness.  
 
Modern Studies: International Issues (Higher)  
In this Unit, learners will use a range of written, numerical and graphical sources of information in order to 
draw and support conclusions in international contexts. Learners will draw on knowledge and 
understanding of international issues.  

Learners have a choice of international issue: contexts for study will focus on either a political and socio-
economic study of a major world power or the study of a significant contemporary world issue. The study 
of a world power will focus on a study of its political system and processes, recent socio-economic issues, 
effectiveness of the government in tackling a socio-economic issue and its role in international relations. 
The study of a world issue will focus on a significant recent issue or conflict which has a regional or global 
impact. The study of the issue will focus on causes of the issue, the consequences of the issue on those 
areas directly involved as well as its global impact, the role of international organisations in attempts to 
resolve the issue and the effectiveness of international organisations in their attempts to resolve the issue. 

Assessment 
Unit assessment  
All Units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in the Unit Specifications. They can be 
assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by combined assessment. They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis. 
 



 

 

 

Course Assessment 
The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment.  
 
Component 1 — question paper  
The purpose of this question paper is to demonstrate application of skills and breadth of knowledge and 
understanding from across the three Units of the Course.  This question paper will give learners an 
opportunity to demonstrate the following higher-order cognitive skills and knowledge and understanding 
from the mandatory content of the Course:  
 

 

formation  

 
 
The question paper will have 60 marks (66% of the total mark). 
 
 
 
Component 2 — assignment  
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating skills, 
knowledge and understanding within the context of a contemporary issue. This assignment will give 
learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following higher-order cognitive skills, knowledge and 
understanding: 
 
The assignment will have 30 marks (33% of the total mark) 
 
 
 
Progression 
Students who are successful in the Higher course could progress to: 

 Advanced Higher Modern Studies or to a Higher course in another social subject 

 HNC or HND awards 

 use the Higher qualification for general entrance to university or to particular degree courses in social 
sciences such as Politics, Sociology and International Relations or in Public Administration 

 employment in local government or social science related work. 
 

 

Modern Studies can prepare you for the following careers: 

 Law  

 Police  

 Teaching   

 Social Work  

 Journalism 

 The Armed Forces  

 Nursing  

 Banking   

 Management  

 Office Work   

 Local Govt.  

 The Church   

 Sociology  
 



PHILOSOPHY - Higher 
 
Purpose 
The main purpose of this Course is to challenge learners to think clearly about problems by asking 
them questions about the world we live in. Learners will explore philosophical ideas and arguments 
relating to general and fundamental philosophical issues of relevance in the world today. Learners will 
develop the ability to analyse and evaluate philosophical positions and arguments and to develop 
their own reasoning skills. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have attained the minimum of: 
National 5 in English or Social Subjects 
 
 
Course Details 

Course structure  
The main purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of philosophy 
and their analytical, evaluative and critical thinking skills.  Each Unit of the Course develops analysis, 
evaluation and the ability to express reasoned views. Learners will develop their ability to analyse and 
evaluate philosophical positions and arguments and apply these to given situations. Each Unit is 
sufficiently open and flexible to allow choice in contexts for learning. Units are statements of 
standards for assessment and not programmes of learning and teaching. They can be delivered in a 
number of ways.  
 
Philosophy: Arguments in Action (Higher)  
This Unit develops learners’ ability to analyse and evaluate arguments. Learners will develop 
knowledge and understanding of argument structure, philosophical techniques and errors in 
reasoning.  
 
Philosophy: Knowledge and Doubt (Higher)  
This Unit develops learners’ ability to analyse and evaluate theories of knowledge. Learners will 
develop knowledge and understanding of rationalism and empiricism.  
 
Philosophy: Moral Philosophy (Higher)  
This Unit develops learners’ ability to analyse and evaluate moral theories. Learners will develop 
knowledge and understanding of a key moral philosophical theory. 
 
Assessment 

Unit assessment  
The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows:  
Philosophy: Arguments in Action (Higher) Learners will develop the ability to analyse and 
evaluate arguments using argument diagrams and apply knowledge and understanding of argument 
structure, philosophical fallacies and philosophical techniques.  
Philosophy: Knowledge and Doubt (Higher)  
Learners will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate empiricist or rationalist texts. They will 
develop knowledge and understanding of the two theories.  
Philosophy: Moral Philosophy (Higher)  
Learners will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate a moral theory. They will develop knowledge 
and understanding of a moral theory, and apply it to a specific situation or issue. 
 
Course Assessment 
The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment.  
Component 1 — question paper  
The purpose of this question paper is to assess breadth and application of philosophical knowledge, 
understanding and skills from across the Course. This question paper will give learners an 
opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding:  

 The ability to analyse and evaluate arguments, theories of knowledge and moral theories  



  
 

 

 

 

 The ability to understand and explain the implications and consequences of arguments and 
theories  

 The ability to express reasoned views  

 Knowledge and understanding of argument structure, philosophical fallacies, philosophical 
techniques and other factors relevant to evaluating arguments  

 Knowledge and understanding of key theories of knowledge  

 Knowledge and understanding of key moral philosophical theories  
 
The question paper will have 60 marks (approximately 67% of the total mark). 
 
Component 2 — assignment  
The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate challenge and application by demonstrating skills, 
knowledge and understanding within the context of a philosophical question. This assignment will 
have 30 marks (approximately 33% of the total). 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 
♦ Philosophy, social studies or social science subjects at SCQF level 7  
 
An understanding of philosophy also provides a useful background for study or employment in a 
number of areas such as the media, politics, social policy, health professions and law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 

 

 

 

PSYCHOLOGY - Higher 
 
Purpose 
The main purposes of the Course are to enable learners to develop an understanding of the 
psychological study of the human mind and behaviour in a range of contexts, and to enhance their 
ability to use evidence to explain behaviour. The Course develops learners’ understanding of 
psychology as the scientific study of the mind and behaviour. Psychology is a research-based subject, 
and it provides the opportunity to conduct practical research. This includes working with human 
participants in accordance with ethical standards 
 
Recommended Entry 
Students would normally be expected to have attained the minimum of: 
National 5 in English or Social Subjects 
 
 
Course Details 

Course structure  
This Course sits within a hierarchical structure, progressing from the National 5 Psychology Course 
to Higher Psychology. This Course aims to develop skills that will enable learners to gain and develop 
understanding of psychological approaches to analysing the human mind and behaviour. The central 
theme of the Course is to enable learners to investigate psychological knowledge and research, which 
will promote their understanding of individual and social behaviour. Learners will analyse and 
evaluate concepts, theories and approaches, and will draw on research evidence to explain human 
behaviour. 
The Course consists of three mandatory Units: 
 Psychology: Research (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to understand the research process and research 
methods used in psychology. Learners will develop the skills required to conduct and evaluate 
psychological research. They will also develop numerical skills and an understanding of psychological 
terminology.  
Psychology: Individual Behaviour (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to analyse individual behaviour. Learners will 
investigate topics and learn how these topics can be explained, using psychological approaches and 
theories. Learners will evaluate approaches and theories and apply psychological knowledge to show 
how an understanding of psychology can be applied.  
Psychology: Social Behaviour (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to analyse how interaction with others shapes social 
behaviour. Learners will investigate psychological explanations for social behaviour, and will use 
research evidence to analyse how the thoughts, feelings and behaviours of individuals are influenced 
by their social environment. Learners will apply psychological knowledge and understanding to 
explain examples of everyday social behaviour. 

 

Assessment 
Unit assessment  
The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows:  
Philosophy: Arguments in Action (Higher) Learners will develop the ability to analyse and 
evaluate arguments using argument diagrams and apply knowledge and understanding of argument 
structure, philosophical fallacies and philosophical techniques.  
Philosophy: Knowledge and Doubt (Higher)  
Learners will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate empiricist or rationalist texts. They will 
develop knowledge and understanding of the two theories.  



  
 

 

 

 

Philosophy: Moral Philosophy (Higher)  
Learners will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate a moral theory. They will develop knowledge 
and understanding of a moral theory, and apply it to a specific situation or issue. 
 
Course Assessment 
The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper and an assignment.  

 
Component 1 — question paper  
The purpose of this question paper is to assess learners’ use of skills, and their knowledge and 
understanding of psychological approaches, theories, concepts and topics. Learners are required to 
use psychological explanations and research evidence to respond to questions.  
This question paper will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge 
and understanding:  
♦ analysing and evaluating psychological concepts, theories, approaches and evidence  

♦ applying knowledge and understanding of psychology to analyse and explain human behaviour  

♦ understanding the research process in psychology, including the ability to evaluate methods and 
explain ethical and scientific standards  

♦ using research evidence to explain human behaviour  

♦ interpreting and evaluating descriptive statistics in psychological research  
This Component will have 60% of the total marks. 
 
 
Component 2 — assignment  
The purpose of this assignment is to assess learners’ use of research and communication skills 
appropriate to psychology. This assignment requires learners to carry out their own primary research 
based on a brief provided by SQA and produce a psychological research report. This assignment will 
give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding:  
♦ using research skills to generate, select, organise, interpret, analyse and evaluate information in 
psychology  

♦ using communication skills to present information, including a report on psychological research  
This assignment will have 40% of the total marks 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
♦ other qualifications in psychology, social sciences, social studies or related areas  
♦ further study, training or employment  
Other progression pathways are also possible including progression to other qualifications at the 
same or different levels 
 
 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES:  NATIONAL 
4/5 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course 
The purpose of this Course is to develop knowledge and understanding of religious, moral and 
philosophical issues that affect the world today. Religious and non-religious perspectives will be 
included. The Course will explore the questions they raise and the solutions or approaches they 
offer. Learners will have opportunities to reflect on these and on their own experience and 
views. This will be achieved through successful study of the Course Units.  
This Course will require learners to study aspects of a world religion, understand contemporary 
moral issues and responses, and study key aspects of religious and philosophical questions.  
The Course will help learners develop an understanding of religious, moral and philosophical 
issues of relevance in the world today. Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other 
areas of study and which they will use in everyday life.  
 
The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:  

 the ability to understand and reflect on, religious, moral and philosophical questions and 
their impact  

 a range of skills including investigating and describing religious, moral and philosophical 
questions and responses, making comparisons, and the ability to express reasoned views  

 straightforward knowledge and understanding of beliefs, practices and sources related to 
world religions  

 straightforward knowledge and understanding of religious, moral and philosophical 
questions and responses to them  

 

Mandatory Units  
World Religion  
In this Unit, learners will develop skills to describe and comment on the meaning and context of 
sources related to the religion selected for study. They will develop straightforward knowledge 
and understanding of the impact and significance of religion today through studying some key 
beliefs, practices and sources found within one of the world’s six major religions (Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism or Sikhism) and the contribution these make to the lives 
of followers.  
Morality and Belief  
In this Unit, learners will develop skills to describe and express views about contemporary moral 
questions and responses. They will develop straightforward knowledge and understanding of 
contemporary moral questions and religious and non-religious responses. The range of contexts 
for study will be flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. Religious viewpoints studied 
must be from one of the world’s six major religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism or Sikhism).  
Religious and Philosophical Questions  
In this Unit, learners will develop skills to describe religious and philosophical questions and 
responses. They will develop straightforward knowledge and understanding of these. The range 
of contexts for study will be flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. Religious 
viewpoints studied must be from one of the world’s six major religions (Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism or Sikhism). 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

Added Value Unit: Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies Assignment  
In this Unit, learners will exercise choice in selecting an issue or topic for personal study drawn 
from religious, moral or philosophical contexts. They will research their chosen issue or topic 
and communicate their findings. Through this activity, they will have opportunities to 
demonstrate greater depth or extension of knowledge and skills as they draw on and apply the 
skills and knowledge acquired in the other Units of the Course. 
 
Unit assessment  
To achieve the National 4 Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies Course, learners must pass 
all of the required Units, including the Added Value Unit.  
National 4 Courses are not graded. 
All Units are internally assessed. 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  

 National 5 Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies Course or its Units  

 further study, employment and/or training  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

PEOPLE & SOCIETY - National 3/4 
 
Purpose and aims of the Course 
People and Society is a flexible and inter-disciplinary Course offering learners the opportunity to 
study themes, issues and topics1 of interest and relevance to them. It develops a range of skills as well 
as knowledge and understanding of people and society from across subject disciplines, drawing on 
the social studies, health and wellbeing, and religious and moral education curriculum areas. Through 
the perspectives of inter-disciplinary study, motivating contexts for learning can span subject 
boundaries, allowing learners to make connections across subject disciplines. This purpose will be 
achieved through successful study of the Units of the Course. 

 

Units  
People and Society: Investigating Skills 
In this Unit, learners will develop a range of straightforward investigating skills, including choosing 
suitable sources of information for an investigation, collecting information from sources of different 
types, and organising information. Learners will develop these skills through choosing, with guidance, 
key ideas for study which will allow them to acquire straightforward knowledge and understanding of 
people and society. 
 
People and Society: Comparing and Contrasting  
In this Unit, learners will develop straightforward skills of using information to compare and 
contrast. Learners will develop these skills through choosing, with guidance, key ideas for study 
which will allow them to acquire straightforward knowledge and understanding of people and society.  
 
People and Society: Making Decisions  
In this Unit, learners will develop straightforward skills of using information to make decisions. 
Learners will develop these skills through choosing, with guidance, key ideas for study which will 
allow them to acquire straightforward knowledge and understanding of people and society.  
 
Added Value Unit: People and Society: Assignment  
In this Unit, learners will choose an issue for personal study relating to at least one key idea of the 
Course. They will research their chosen issue and present their findings. Through this activity they 
will have opportunities to experience challenge and application as they further develop and apply the 
skills, knowledge and understanding acquired in the other three Units of the Course. 
 
Unit assessment  
To achieve the National ¾ People and Society Course, learners must pass all of the required 
Units, including the Added Value Unit. National 4 Courses are not graded. All Units are 
internally assessed. 
 
Progression 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 

 National 4 in an other Social Subject course 

 further study, employment and/or training  

 
 
 

BUSINESS - National 4 



  
 

 

 

 

 
Purpose 
The Course aims to enable learners to develop:  

 knowledge and understanding of business concepts in a range of contexts  

 awareness of the processes and procedures businesses use to ensure customers’ needs 
are met  

 enterprising skills, and adopt enterprising attributes, by participating in practical activities 
in realistic business situations  

 financial awareness through a business context  

 an insight into the impact of the economy on businesses and our daily lives, thus gaining 
economic awareness  

 
Unit Assessment 

1. Business in Action 
2. Influences on Business 

 
Course Assessment – Added Value Unit 

 Business Assignment  

 No external exam 
 

Progression 

 National 5 Business Management 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  - National 5 
 
Purpose 
The Course aims to enable learners to develop: 

 Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on business to satisfy 
our needs 

 An insight into the systems organisations use to ensure customers’ needs are met 

 Enterprising skills and attributes by providing them with opportunities to explore 
realistic business situations 

 Financial awareness through a business context  

 An insight into how organisations organise their resources for maximum efficiency and 
improve their overall performance  

 An awareness of how external influences impact on organisations 
 
Recommended Entry 
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding 
required by: 

 National 4 Business or equivalent 
 

Unit Assessment 
1. Understanding Business 
2. Management of People and Finance 
3. Management of Marketing and Operations 

 
Course Assessment 

 Assignment 

 Final examination 
 
Progression 

 Higher Business Management  

 Further Education 

 Training or Employment  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT - Higher  
 
Purpose 
To enable students to assess the activities of businesses, particularly with respect to the main 
functional areas which characterise the operation of all businesses. The course promotes the 
development of problem solving and decision-making skills within a business framework. It would be 
suitable for students who wish to extend and develop previous study. It would also be appropriate as 
a starting point for those who wish to pursue a business related career. 
 
Recommended Entry 

 Intermediate 2 Business Management 

 Students with good literacy skills will also be considered as a beginner to the course 
 
Course Details 

1. Business Enterprise  
2. Business Decision Areas: Marketing and Operations  
3. Business Decision Areas: Finance and Human Resource Management  
 

Assessment 

 Unit Assessment 

 Final examination 
 
Progression 
Students achieving success at Higher Business Management may progress to: 

 Advanced Higher Business Management 

 Further Education 

 Training or Employment  

 Higher Economics  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGIES 
 

ADMINISTRATION AND IT: National 4 
 
Purpose 
The course aims to enable learners to: 

 develop a basic understanding of administration in the workplace and key legislation 
affecting employees 

 develop an appreciation of good customer care 

 develop IT skills and use them to perform straightforward administrative tasks 

 acquire organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting small-scale events 
 
Course Details 
1. Administrative Practices 
2. IT Solutions for Administrators 
3. Communications in Administration 
 
Course Assessment – Added Value Unit 

 Administration and IT Assignment 
 
Progression 

 National Administration and IT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND IT – National 5 
 
Purpose 
The Course aims to enable learners to: 

 Develop an understanding of administration in the workplace and key legislation affecting 
both organisations and employees 

 Develop an understanding of good customer care and its benefits to organisations  

 Develop IT skills and use them to perform administrative tasks  

 Acquire organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting events 
 
Recommended Entry 
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding 
required by one or more of the following:  

 National 4 Administration and IT or equivalent  

 National 4 Business  
 
Unit Assessment 

1. Administrative Practices 
2. IT Solutions for Administrators 
3. Communication in Administration 

 
Course Assessment 

 IT-based assignment 
 
Progression 

 Higher Administration and IT 

 Further Education 

 Training or Employment  

 
 



  
 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND IT - Higher 
 
Purpose 
This course provides an opportunity to build on the skills acquired in Nat 5, introducing more 
complex functions of business software.  There is also a theory element to this course. 
 
Recommended Entry 

 Nat 5 Administration at a B pass 

 Students with good literacy and numeracy skills will also be considered as a beginner to 
the course 

 
Course Details 
Three mandatory units: 

1. Administrative Services and Information Technology for Management 
2. Information Technology for Management 

  
Assessment 

 Unit Assessment 

 Final examination 

 Paper 1 – theory 1 hour 

 Paper 2 – practical 1 hour 20 minutes 
 
Progression 

 Further Education 

 Training or Employment  

 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

DESIGN ENGINEER CONSTRUCT!® (DEC!) 

 

Design Engineer Construct!® (DEC!) is an accredited learning programme for 

secondary-school age students and has been expertly developed to create and inspire the 

next generation of Built Environment professionals.  

Through a project-based approach, DEC! applies pure academic subjects to the latest 

construction industry practices. The result is young people with real-world practical 

experience and employability skills. 

There is little understanding of Built Environment professions and few young people 

aspire to a career in this important sector of the British and global economy. By getting 

involved with DEC! schools and industry can educate the future of construction and 

change the lives of young people. 

Thanks to the extraordinary support of industry leaders, professional bodies and 

progressive universities, DEC! delivers an inspiring programme that is up to date and in 

demand by the very people who will employ our children. 

In conjunction with providers A Class of Your Own and the SQA, Drummond 

Community High School is proud to be piloting this innovative and successful course in 

Scotland. SQA accreditation is underway in preparation for next year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://designengineerconstruct.com/who-benefits/dec-schools/
http://designengineerconstruct.com/who-benefits/dec-industry/
http://designengineerconstruct.com/who-benefits/dec-young-people/


  
 

 

 

 

ENGINEERING SCIENCE - National 4 & 5  
 
Entry recommendations: 
N5 maths / N5 physics 
 
Overview:  
Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its future. Engineers 
play key roles in meeting the needs of society in fields which include climate change, medicine, 
IT and transport.  
Our society needs more engineers, and more young people with an informed view of 
engineering. The Course provides a broad and challenging exploration of engineering. Because 
of its focus on developing transferable skills, it will be of value to many learners, and particularly 
beneficial to learners considering a career in engineering, or one of its many branches.  
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  
♦ apply knowledge and understanding of key engineering facts and ideas  
♦ understand the relationships between engineering, mathematics and science  
♦ apply skills in analysis, design, construction and evaluation to a range of engineering problems  
♦ communicate engineering concepts clearly and concisely, using appropriate terminology  
♦ develop an understanding of the role and impact of engineering in changing and influencing 
our environment and society. 
 
The Course develops a number of pervasive and integrative themes, including information, 
control, the systems approach, energy and sustainability. These are used to explore varied 
engineering systems through simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks in a range of 
contexts.  
 
Courses in Engineering Science and in Physics (and other pure sciences) are designed to be 
complementary; a combination of this Course and a pure science Course will provide a very 
strong foundation for further study in engineering or the sciences.  
 
 
Unit Titles & Descriptions:  
 
Engineering Contexts and Challenges  
This Unit provides a broad context for the Course. It develops an understanding of engineering 
concepts by exploring a range of engineered objects, engineering problems and solutions. This 
Unit allows the learner to explore some existing and emerging technologies and challenges, and 
to consider implications relating to the environment, sustainable development, and economic 
and social issues.  
 
Electronics and Control  
This Unit explores an appropriate range of key concepts and devices used in electronic control 
systems, including analogue, digital and programmable systems. Skills in problem solving and 
evaluating are developed through simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks in a range 
of contexts.  
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

Mechanisms and Structures  
This Unit develops an understanding of mechanisms and structures. Skills in problem solving 
and evaluating are developed through simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks in a 
range of contexts.  
 
Assessment:  
In Higher, unit assessment will be carried out internally. Students must pass each unit and 
undertake a Course Assignment which is internally assessed. Students will also sit an externally 
set and marked exam. A Higher grade is comprised of 40% for the Assignment and 60% for the 
exam. All work is externally verified by the SQA. 
 
Please see http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47458.html or search “SQA engineering science N5” for 
more information. 
  

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47458.html


  
 

 

 

 

DESIGN & MANUFACTURE - National 4 & 5  
 
Recommended Entry: 
N5: N4 pass or BGE level 4 in relevant technologies outcomes 
N4: BGE level 3 in relevant technologies outcomes 
 
Overview:  
The Design and Manufacture Course takes aspects from Standard Grade Craft and Design and 
Product Design National Qualifications. The new course is a mix of the most effective parts of 
both of these and in addition incorporates new materials allowing students to see the current and 
potential future applications of their studies in the real world. The Course provides opportunities 
for learners to experience and develop knowledge, understanding and broad skills that will serve 
them in the 21st Century. The Course promotes problem solving approaches in the many 
contexts of designing and manufacturing, whilst still valuing high standards of craftsmanship, 
whether using traditional or modern creative tools resources and skills.  
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:  

 

 

environment and society.  
 
Unit Titles & Descriptions:  
Design and Manufacture comprises a number of units, and an Added Value Unit at National 4 
or Course Assessment at National 5. The projects, which range from traditional wooden storage 
production to metalworking, product analysis and 3d printing aim to give students practical 
hands on learning of the two major components of the course: 
 
Design: 
This Unit covers the product design process from analysis of existing products, through brief to 
resolved design proposals. It helps learners develop skills in initiating, developing, articulating 
and communicating design proposals. It allows them to develop an appreciation of the 
design/make/test process and the importance of evaluating and resolving design proposals on 
an on-going basis. It supports them in developing an appreciation of design concepts and the 
various factors that influence the design of products.  
 
Materials & Manufacture: 
This Unit involves the thinking, planning and actions required to develop design proposals 
through to realisation to prototype or product. It helps learners to ‘close the design loop’ by 
manufacturing their design ideas. It supports learners in developing practical skills that are 
invaluable in the design/make/test process. It helps them gain an appreciation of the properties 
and uses of materials as well as a range of manufacturing processes and techniques. It allows 
them to evaluate, refine and resolve design and manufacturing solutions. We are moving towards 
more and more modern methods of production including computer modelling and 3d printing, 
alongside teaching the traditional craft skills. 
 
In both of the above Units, learners will gain knowledge and understanding of design and 
manufacturing technologies and how these impact on our environment and society.  
Assessment:  



  
 

 

 

 

In National 3&4 assessment will be carried out internally. Students must pass each unit and the 
Added Value Unit at National 4. National 5 students must also pass each unit and undertake a 
Course Assignment which is internally assessed. Students will also sit an externally set and 
marked exam. A National 5 grade is comprised of 60% for the Assignment and 40% for the 
exam. All work is externally verified by the SQA.  
Progression Pathways:  
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher in S5 & 6 
 
Please see http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47457.html or search “SQA design manufacture N5” for 
more information. 
 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47457.html


  
 

 

 

 

NPA DIGITAL MEDIA EDITING SCQF 4 – 6 
 

Digital Media Editing (DME) is a practically assessed course that consists of 3 units: Still 

Image Editing, Audio Editing and Video Editing. In each unit you will learn how to edit 

each media type correctly and apply a variety of techniques to the files.  

This course would suit anyone who has an interest in media editing.  

No prior knowledge of Computing Science is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NPA CYBER SECURITY SCQF 4 AND 5 
 

Cyber Security is a practically assessed course that consists of 3 units: Data Security, 

Digital Forensics and Ethical Hacking. Through this course you will learn how to identify 

vulnerabilities in computer systems and how to do this legally and ethically. You will 

also learn how to improve your own cyber security.   

This course would suit people who are an interest in cyber security and may be 

considering studying ethical hacking at college/university or considering a career with the 

Police.  

Higher or National 5 Computing Science/Engineering Science is a must for this 

course. 
 



  
 

 

 

 

PRACTICAL WOODWORK - National 4 & 5  
 
Recommended Entry: 
N5: N4 pass or BGE level 4 in relevant technologies outcomes or relevant practical evidence 
from S1-S3 
N4: BGE level 3 in relevant technologies outcomes or relevant practical evidence. 
 
Overview:  
Practical woodworking is a course that sets students up directly to enter the world of further 
education and work. It is also a course that allows students to undertake a largely practical 
subject which develops their learning and teamwork skills as well as their subject knowledge and 
woodworking. Students sitting the course will develop, through practical activity, a range of skills 
which will help them to succeed in all aspects of learning and life. Some examples of these are:  
independence 
knowledge of and ability to work in a real world work environment 
problem solving 
ability to assess and improve their own work 
practical numeracy 
use of hand tools, techniques, machinery and finishes 
teamworking 
safety 
 
Unit Titles & Descriptions:  
There are 3 units in the course. Each one teaches different types of woodworking and is tested 
by making a specific model per unit. 
Unit 1: carcase construction 
This teaches the tools and processes needed to manufacture carcases, which are objects made 
primarily of flat panels of timber. Examples would be cupboards, drawers and boxes. In 
construction, the techniques can be applied to shuttering, jig making, and boxing in of pipes. 
Unit 2: flat frame construction 
This unit teaches the tools and processes needed to manufacture wooden frames. Some 
examples would be window frames, tables and chairs, and the inside of soft furnishings. In 
construction the techniques can be applied to house frame construction, stud wall building, and 
traditional or small roofing. 
Unit 3: machining and finishing 
This unit teaches the safe use of hand tools and fixed machinery as well as preparing and 
applying a range of finishes. 
 
Assessment:  
Students must pass each of the units by producing a model to given tolerances, a short record of 
work and passing a test. The course exam is a practical model which is made in class time, 
assessed internally and externally verified. 
 
Progression Pathways:  
National 5 and various college courses. 
Please see http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47462.html for more detailed information, or search 
“SQA woodwork N5” 
 
 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47462.html


  
 

 

 

 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION - National 4 & 5  
 
Entry Requirements:  
National 4: Appropriate CDT Level 3 CfE outcomes. 
  National 3 Design & Technology 
 
National 5: National 4 Graphic Communication 
  Appropriate CDT Level 4 CfE outcomes. 
 
Students with National 4/5 Art & Design may be considered for National 5 entry. 
 
Overview:  
The Course provides opportunity for learners to gain skills in reading, interpreting, and creating 
graphic communications. Learners will initiate, develop and communicate ideas graphically. They 
will develop spatial awareness and visual literacy through graphic experiences.  
The Course is practical, exploratory and experiential in nature. It combines elements of 
recognised professional standards for graphic communication partnered with graphic design 
creativity and visual impact. The Course allows learners to engage with technologies. It allows 
learners to consider the impact that graphic communication technologies have on our 
environment and society.  
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  

 Develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, 
graphics materials and software.  

 Extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards, 
protocols, and conventions where these apply.  

 Develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our 
environment and society.  

 
Unit Titles & Descriptions:  
The Graphic Communication course comprises of two units and an Added Value Unit at 
National 4 or Course Assessment at National 5.  
 
2D Graphic Communication  
In this Unit, the learner will learn to produce a series of straightforward 2D graphics, to a given 
standard, in familiar and some new contexts. Knowledge and understanding will also be assessed. 
Manual technical graphic techniques will be developed using drawing equipment and many 
resources. 
  
3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication  
In this Unit, the learner will learn to produce a series of straightforward 3D and pictorial 
graphics, to a given standard, in familiar and some new contexts. Knowledge and understanding 
will also be assessed. New software packages and various manual graphic processes will be 
utilised to communicate creativity and effectively.  
 
In the National 4 & 5 Graphic Communication Course, the Assignment and AVU will focus on 
challenge and application.  



  
 

 

 

 

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course 
assessment. The required Units are shown in the Course outline section. Course assessment will 
provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course award.  
 
Course Assessment:  
In National 4 assessment will be carried out internally. Students must pass each unit and the 
Added Value Unit at National 4. National 5 students must also pass each unit and undertake a 
Course Assignment which is internally assessed. Students will also sit an externally set and 
marked exam. A National 5 grade is comprised of 50% for the Assignment and 50% for the 
exam. All work is externally verified by the SQA.  
 
Progression Pathways:  
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher Graphic Communication in S5 & 6. 
 
 
 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION - CfE Higher  
 
Entry Requirements:  National 5 Graphic Communication 
  
Overview:  
The Course provides opportunity for learners to gain skills in reading, interpreting, and creating 
graphic communications. Learners will initiate, develop and communicate ideas graphically. They 
will develop spatial awareness and visual literacy through graphic experiences.  
The Course is practical, exploratory and experiential in nature. It combines elements of 
recognised professional standards for graphic communication partnered with graphic design 
creativity and visual impact. The Course allows learners to engage with technologies. It allows 
learners to consider the impact that graphic communication technologies have on our 
environment and society.  
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  

 Develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, 
graphics materials and software.  

 Extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards, 
protocols, and conventions where these apply.  

 Develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our 
environment and society.  

 
Unit Titles & Descriptions:  
The Graphic Communication course comprises of two units and Course Assessment at Higher.  
2D Graphic Communication  
In this Unit, the learner will learn to produce a series of straightforward 2D graphics, to a given 
standard, in familiar and some new contexts. Knowledge and understanding will also be assessed. 
Manual technical graphic techniques will be developed using drawing equipment and many 
resources.  
3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication  
In this Unit, the learner will learn to produce a series of straightforward 3D and pictorial 
graphics, to a given standard, in familiar and some new contexts. Knowledge and understanding 
will also be assessed. New software packages and various manual graphic processes will be 
utilised to communicate creativity and effectively.  
 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course 
assessment. The required Units are shown in the Course outline section. Course assessment will 
provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course award.  
 
Course Assessment:  
In Higher, all unit assessment will be carried out internally. Students must pass each unit and 
undertake a Course Assignment which is internally assessed. Students will also sit an externally 
set and marked exam. A Higher grade is comprised of 50% for the Assignment and 50% for the 
exam. All work is externally verified by the SQA. 
 
Progression Pathways:  
Advanced Higher Graphic Communication, further education or employment in related sectors. 
E.g. Design, Engineering, Architecture, Construction. 
 



  
 

 

 

 

COMPUTING SCIENCE - National 4 & 5  
 
Overview:  
The Course enables learners to develop a range of basic computing and computational thinking 
skills, including skills in analysis and problem-solving, design and modeling, developing, 
implementing and testing digital solutions across a range of contemporary contexts.  
The Course also enables learners to develop knowledge and understanding of key computing 
concepts and processes, and the ability to apply this to a variety of problems; and an awareness 
of the impact of computing technologies on the environment or society.  
 
Unit Titles & Descriptions:  
Software Design and Development  
The aim of this Unit is for the learner to develop basic knowledge, understanding and practical 
problem-solving skills in software design and development. Learners will develop basic 
computational thinking and programming skills through practical tasks using appropriate 
software development environments across a range of contemporary contexts. These tasks will 
involve simple features and straightforward contexts. They will also develop an understanding of 
how data and instructions are stored in binary form and how programming underpins computer 
applications. Learners will also explore the impact of contemporary software-based applications 
on society or the environment.  
 
Information System Design and Development  
The aim of this Unit is for the learner to develop basic knowledge, understanding and practical 
problem-solving skills in information system design and development.  
Learners will implement practical solutions using appropriate development tools to create 
databases, web-based information systems, multimedia information systems (and/or hybrids of 
these). These tasks will involve simple features and straightforward contexts. Learners will also 
develop an understanding of basic computer hardware, software, connectivity and security issues 
through a range of practical and investigative tasks.  
 
Computing Science Assignment  
This Unit requires the learner to apply skills and knowledge from the other Units to analyse and 
solve an appropriate challenging computing science problem.  
 
Assessment:  
In National 3&4 assessment will be carried out internally. Students must pass each unit and the 
Added Value Unit at National 4. National 5 students must also pass each unit and undertake a 
Course Assignment which is internally assessed. Students will also sit an externally set and 
marked exam. A National 5 grade is comprised of 40% for the Assignment and 60% for the 
exam. All work is externally verified by the SQA.  
 
Progression Pathways:  
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher in S5 & 6. 
 
 


