
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council  16/03/16 

 

Present: David Sterratt, Susan Cook, Farida Hamza, Edmund Farrow, Mure Dickie 

 

Apologies: Rona Garvie, Michael Paley 

 

Matters arising from the last meeting 

 

 The Parent Council section of the school website has been updated and a 

photo added. 

 David visited the Pupil Voice to learn more about it. 

 The Diversity Day was a great success! 

 DAVID to continue to coordinate with Crew to organise a drugs awareness 

course for parents. This will now provisionally take place in April. 

 

Head Teacher’s report 

 

Staffing: Gordon Hunter (Depute Head Teacher) will leave Drummond on Thursday 

24th March, to start as DHT at Beath High School on Monday 8th April. He has been a 

great asset to the school over the last year and a half and everyone would like to wish 

him all the best for the future. Pauline Sharp, DHT Westerhailes Community High 

School, will fill the DHT vacancy at Drummond and will start on 11th April 2016. 

 

The equivalent of two full time teaching posts have had to be declared surplus due to 

the numbers of pupils taking certain subjects. The posts are divided between Biology 

(0.5), Business Education (0.5), Languages (0.5) and Music (0.5). It has been possible 

to delay a 0.5 Full Time Equivalent reduction in Maths but this may come back in to 

scope next year.  

 

‘Bad Entertainment’ Exhibition: After months of generating ideas, creating, 

planning, filming and fun, Drummond pupils have made a significant contribution to a 

new exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery called ‘Bad Entertainment: The 

Untitled’. The exhibition officially opened on Saturday the 30th January and runs 

until the 8th May.  Staff, pupils and parents attended the launch event and Sue Cook 

attended the open panel discussion a few weeks ago. Involvement with this project is 

a great accolade for the school and hopefully it will lead to further links in the future. 

 

Design, Engineer, Construct: Drummond has been piloting a new course called 

DEC. Elements of the course have been put into the Broad General Education 

curriculum (S1 to S3), and DEC courses accredited at the equivalent of National 4 and 

Higher level will be available for selection next year by pupils in the senior phase.  

 

Further to this, S3 students were asked to present their work in Dundee last week at a 

national conference on careers in construction run by the Chartered Institute of 

Building. Five pupils (Sara Anderson, Jodie Kay, Charly Miller, Louie Gibson and 

Mhairi Dickie) spoke about their experience of their learning in the course so far and 

displayed their work to date. 

 

A business partner is a requisite for the course and Laing O’Rourke has chosen to 

sponsor the school. This is fantastic news. Professionals from Laing O’Rourke will 



work throughout the course with pupils from Drummond, offering much greater levels 

of expertise than otherwise available. 

 

This all ties in with the Scottish Government’s approach of young people gaining 

skills for life, learning and work. It also raises the profile of the STEM agenda 

(Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths). Drummond runs an S3 STEM 

Masterclass as well. 

 

Diversity Day on March 10th: This was a resounding success with 27 business 

partners, links & charities attending the International Market Place and with 170 

people attending the Diversity Show. The show featured an array of themes from 

around the world and incorporated acts from DCHS, our cluster primaries and also 

our Community School. It was the most well attended event the school has had for 

many years. A final total of funds raised has not been calculated yet but it will be over 

£1000.  Half of this will go to charity and the other half to the school’s own Social 

Inclusion Fund, helping to achieve equity for the school’s young people. 

 

Moshin Syed (S4): Moshin is one of 250 students from across the globe awarded a 

place on the Junior Academy. He was also one of 25 pupils to be selected to meet Bill 

Gates in New York in February as part of the Junior Academy’s challenge. This has 

been an amazing experience for him and he is now in the 60 day challenge phase of 

the competition. If he is in the top 10 he will return to New York at the end of June to 

present to scientists on a topic of his choice. We wish him luck! 

 

End of term arrangements: A letter went out on 16/3. There will be no early finish 

on Thursday 24th March. The letter also details the main calendar of events for next 

term and the Parent Council AGM.  
 

Resulting discussion about the Parent Council 

 

There was some discussion about how best for the Parent Council to contact parents. 

The school does not have email addresses for all parents and the text messages cost 

the school money. The text messages also have to be very brief. Sue suggested the 

Parent Council put forward Questions of the Month for April that will be asked on the 

website and at the end of phone calls from the school to parents. Possible questions: 

What would make you come along to Parent Council meetings and events? 

What is the best way to contact you about Parent Council events?  

 

FOR EVERYONE TO CONSIDER: A particular fundraising or motivational target 

for the Parent Council might give parents a concrete reason to participate in Parent 

Council events. A return to themed Parent Council meetings is an additional 

possibility. 

 

Sponsorship for CDT and FCT 

 

Our first attempt to get sponsorship for FCT to help with parental charges was turned 

down. It was agreed to try elsewhere. Some names were put forward. 

SUE, DAVID & FARIDA to check who to contact. 

DAVID to tweak the letter. 

 



Tea and coffee at parent events 

 

There was an assessment of the value of the Parent Council Fairtrade Cafe at parent 

events. It doesn’t raise much money (£20-£40) for the effort involved. However, it 

provides a service (particularly to the teachers at parent evenings) and raises the 

profile of the Parent Council and gives us the chance to meet staff and other parents. 

 

It was agreed to continue with it, preferably with more Parent Council information 

and publicity available to show off. 

 

We need someone to take on the responsibility of overseeing it. 

 

AGM 

 

P7 parents should be invited. Liz Doyle is the person to contact about that. 

It would be good to have pupils from throughout the school come along to share their 

experiences. 

Councillors Ritchie and Gardner to be invited. 

EDMUND to organise refreshments. 

 

Future Meetings 
 

May 25th - AGM 


