
Since the last newsletter in October it has been a busy four months with lots happening in 
and around the school.  November saw four of our young people represent the school at the 
Enterprising Maths in Scotland challenge, coming a magnificent 6th place out of 58 teams 
from across Scotland.  The pupils who achieved this phenomenal achievement were Katherine 
Dempsie and Matthew Farrow, both in S4, and Mhairi Dickie and Benjamin Sterratt, both in 
S3.  Also in November our Rotary Masterchef semi-finalists, Eilidh and Ronagh Douglas, put 
on a very strong performance at Penicuik High School.  Alas they did not win but it is worth 
highlighting that only a few points separated all 6 competitors, demonstrating how close they 
came – their dishes were amazing and were highly commended by the judge, who had been 
a runner up in Scottish Chef of the Year.  

In December, our Winter Warmer concert was well attended by parents, staff, pupils and 
members of the community.  The vast array of talent on display was notable with performances 
from the choir, an instrumental duet of ‘Ode to Joy’ for piano (Mhairi Dickie) and tenor horn 
(Benjamin Sterratt) and a vocal solo performance (Ciara MacDonald) of ‘Yours’. There were also 
some dramatical performances which were a welcome addition to this year’s concert following 
the appointment of Dawn Taylor, our new Drama teacher.  Our end of term assembly saw 58 
pupils presented with achievement ties for significant multiple mentions in their subjects (Diligence Awards).  A huge congratulations 
goes to all these pupils for their hard work and sustained effort, from August until December. 100% attendance bronze certificates 
were also awarded to those pupils who had attended every day of the term and arrived on time. Well done to those pupils too. 

The New Year has started off promisingly with S2/S3 pupils making it through to the Heriot-Watt construction challenge.  We came 
joint 5th and just 7 points off winning.  January was also a very busy time for our senior pupils as they embarked on their prelim exams; 
a first occasion for S4.  Pupils must now capitalise on this experience as they move towards their final exams in May/June to ensure 
they maximise their potential.  There are many study classes taking place after school to help pupils with support and revision and this 
is an invaluable tool to help them succeed.  Our Easter Revision classes, (more details to follow soon), will also provide support in the 
holidays for all students with their preparation for these exams. Finally, there is a section on Study Skills on our website which gives 
further hints and tips for success.  

February has moved along at pace and our S3 pupils are about to enter in to their Learner Journey reviews, which involves them selecting 
the subjects to follow through to National examinations at the end of S4.  Current S4 and S5 pupils will also be reviewing their progress 
and making decisions about their future career pathways.  These opportunities give those in the senior school an opportunity to develop 
their knowledge and skills in a variety of areas and help to prepare them for future life and work.

We are now in March already! This saw us hold our first ever Diversity Evening celebrations, which took place on Thursday 10th March 
from 5-8.30pm.  Our International Market Place and workshops ran from 5-7.30pm and featured foods and goods from around 
the world. Those attending were able to select delicacies from Indian, Chinese and Fair-trade foods which were on sale and many 
purchased gifts from the other market place stalls such as jewellery, art etc. There was also stall holders discussing their work on 
charitable/humanitarian causes such as Amnesty International and Social Bites.  Further to this there were workshops, run by the Royal 
Zoological Society ‘Beyond the Panda’, where people learnt about the giant panda, geography, culture and language of China – which 
is particularly relevant to our school as we now teach Mandarin at the school and first trip to China takes place in October this year. 
There were also other workshops including ‘An Audience With Sport Stars’ from Football, Rugby and Athletics, who talked about their 
careers, the diverse places they have competed in around the world and the various customs and cultures they have experienced. They 
also took questions from the audience.  

Finally, from 7.30-9pm there was a a Diversity Show, which was the culmination of the evening and featured a variety of acts from 
around the world, or looking at diverse themes which will be performed by our school pupils, our cluster primaries and some of our 
community groups.  A fantastic way to end a spectacular evening!

I hope you enjoy the rest of this newsletter and the many articles highlighting the amazing work of the young people at 
Drummond Community High School.
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At Drummond CHS we like to try and keep 
parents informed of up and coming events.  
Notifications will be sent either by email or 
text by our office team.  Email’s can be sent 
at no cost to the school so for non-urgent 
matters this would be our preferred method 
of contact for reminders etc. On 20 January 
2016 we sent an email to all parents for 
whom we have email details, informing them 
of the next Parent Council meeting which 
was taking place on 27 January. If you did not 
receive this email but believe that you should 
have it would be appreciated if you could 
send the correct email contact information 
into the office, in writing, confirming your 
name and the name of your son/daughter/
young person in your care in order that we 
can update our records.

Parents - key dates for your diary

Useful Contacts

MARCH

10 Diversity Evening Celebrations 5-8.30pm

16 Parent Council Meeting 6.30-8pm

24 Term Ends

25 – 8 April (inclusive) Easter Break

APRIL

11 Term starts

18 Spring Holiday

MAY

2 May holiday

4 SQA Exam leave starts (ends 1st June)

5 Pupil holiday – Scottish Parliament Elections

23 Victoria Day (holiday)

25 Parent Council AGM 6.30-8pm

31 New timetable starts for S1/2/3/4

JUNE

2/3 Senior School Induction for S4/5/6

6 New timetable starts for S5/6

14/ 16 P7 Induction Programme

21 Celebration of Achievement 7-8.30pm

29 Suspended timetable

30 Term Ends

New term starts on Wednesday 17th August 2016 for all pupils

Senior Management Team
Miss S Cook - acting HT

Mrs E McLean  - DHT

Mr G Humter – DHT

Mr P Luke - Business Manager

Monica Nall - Community Education

Email: admin@drummond.edin.sch.uk

House Heads
Mr M Paley - Annandale

Ms M Rawluk - Bellevue

Mrs C Thomson - Claremont

Career Ready? We are now
On Thursday 17th March our S6 Career Ready pupils who have made it to the finishing line will graduate at a 
special Scotland-wide ceremony. The occasion will be held at Perth Concert Hall. All pupils graduating from 
Edinburgh schools will be transported to and from the event by bus, along with family and peer supporters.  
The ceremony starts at 2.30pm and will last approximately 3 hours. There will be special guests and other 
surprises for all graduates and it promises to be another successful milestone in the Career Ready calendar.
Our S5 Career Ready pupils are busy with masterclasses, mentor meetings and work place visits. Before the 
Easter break these students will start the process of planning for their 4 week paid internship which will begin 
at the end of June.
Dr. Marks and Mr. Paley are already looking at students currently in S4 for whom they feel the 2 year Career 
Ready program could be suited. If any current S4 pupils or parents & guardians would like to find out more 
about the Career Ready program at Drummond, please see the link below or contact Mr Paley or Dr Marks.
https://careerready.org.uk/schools-colleges?area=scotland

Staffing
Congratulations goes to Gordon Hunter, 
Depute Head Teacher (DHT), who moves to 
Beath High School after February break to take 
up the post of DHT there. 

Mr Hunter has played a key role in leading the 
Senior Phase at Drummond and will be greatly 
missed by staff and pupils alike. We wish him 
well in his new post.
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Drummond finish 5th in Construction Challenge Final
On the 14th January a team of S2 Drummond 
students attended the Grand Final of the 
Construction and Built Environment Challenge. 
This was the fifth year in succession that 
Drummond have qualified for the final at the 
Edinburgh Corn Exchange.

Working as a team the students competed 
against 9 other state and independent schools 
from Edinburgh and the Lothians across a 
range of practical tasks. They worked incredibly 
well, applying skills and knowledge from the 
classroom to successfully complete challenges 
set by a variety of Further and Higher Education 
providers.

In a very close completion the Drummond team 
finished in a very commendable 5th position - just 
7 points behind the winners! Congratulations 
and well done to the students involved: Sean 
Burns, Holly White, Niamh Wightman, Faye 
Fulton, Daniel Farrow, Rose Kelly Stafford, Arran 
Taylor and Wiktor Rauba.

Liam was chosen to represent Edinburgh as part of the new Scotland’s Young 
Ambassadors for Inclusion programme developed by Education Scotland.

Through the programme, young people who face barriers to education will 
be given a voice at a national level to help make a significant impact in 
raising awareness of the issues around additional support needs and inclusive 
education.

Liam met with his fellow Ambassadors for their first meeting on 8 December 
where they discussed their experiences of inclusive education and how they 
have benefited from having the right support in place.

The meeting hosted by Education Scotland also provided the opportunity for 
Liam to share his views of the support provided by teachers and classmates, 

their learning environment, and give their perspective on how additional support for learning can be further 
improved.

Liam, said: “I’ve always felt that Drummond Community High School has supported me and made me feel 
valued. I am really honoured to be an Inclusion Ambassador because it’s giving me the opportunity to help 
other young people around the country and to allow them to feel cared for and supported.”

Susan Cook, Headteacher at Drummond Community High School, said: “Promoting an inclusive learning 
environment for all young people at Drummond Community High School is paramount to ensuring all young 
people achieve their potential. We are very proud of Liam Steel being selected to represent the school and the 
City of Edinburgh as a Young Ambassador for Inclusion. We are confident Liam’s input will make a difference 
to the future support of all young people and enable them to develop the skills for success in life, learning 
and work.”

As a member of the group, each Ambassador will participate in national meetings, they will share the work 
of the group in their school and local authority area, and work to take forward the outcomes of national 
meetings.

Liam Steel
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Bad Entertainment - The Untitled
Society has broken down. There are no rules. It also appears  
that there are no adults as well.
Welcome to Bad Entertainment : The 
Untitled; a future imagined by some 
young people from across Scotland 
including several pupils from Drummond 
Community High School.

Since last April, after the success of the 
exhibition held in school at the start of that 
month, some pupils from Drummond have 
been working with the outreach team at the 
National Galleries of Scotland. They were given 
the task of thinking about how society could look if 
if normal rules didn’t exist – if ‘society’ itself didn’t 
exist.

After months of ideas, creating, planning, filming, 
and hopefully fun, our pupils have made a significant 
contribution to a new exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery called 
Bad Entertainment : The Untitled. The exhibition officially opened on Saturday the 30th January and runs until the 8th May.

This link should take you to a Radio Scotland interview involving a Drummond pupil about the exhibition: http://www.bbc.
co.uk/programmes/b06vmzg2 (the interview starts at 48mins into programme).

The outreach team from the National Galleries stated:

“Over the last year, the National Galleries of Scotland Outreach Team has invited 
‘the next generation’ to make the kind of art that they would want to see, inspired 
by the work of contemporary artists. This challenging exhibition created by young 
people across Scotland, reveals both their personal stories and their take on society.

As a response to GENERATION: 25 Years of Contemporary Art in Scotland, young 
people from Alloa, Irvine and Edinburgh, have made artworks and films that 
show their lives caught between the actuality of everyday experience and the 
fantasy world of media culture. These new artists have smashed up the tactics and 
attitudes of contemporary art to make an installation that is ‘legitimately creepy’. 
They ask, ‘Are you sure?’ and encourage us to, ‘Take what you can…’, before they 
sketch out the rules by which they would want to live if the future was in their 
hands.

We hope that this exhibition will attract anyone who cares about the issues young 
people face today, and a new young audience, inspired by the honesty and 
imaginative freedom of their peers.”

if 

Bad Entertainment - The Untitled
It also appears  

the task of thinking about how society could look 
if normal rules didn’t exist – if ‘society’ itself didn’t 

After months of ideas, creating, planning, filming, 
and hopefully fun, our pupils have made a significant 

30 JANUARY - 8 MAY 2016
Admission free
1 Queen Street, Edinburgh, EH2 1JD

National Galleries of Scotland is a registered charity in Scotland (No.SC003728)

MEDIA PARTNER

On the 14th of December, our group won the Youth and Philanthrophy Initiative (YPI) project for our charity ‘Richmond’s 
Hope’. YPI is a competition where S5 groups from Drummond compete to win £3000 for their chosen charity.

‘Richmond’s Hope’ tackles the important issue of bereavement. They help children and young adults from the age of 4 to 
18 years who have lost a loved one. That could be anyone from a parent to a close friend. The work they do is amazing 
and we are more than happy that we could help them to continue their good work. 

‘Richmond’s Hope’ were kind enough to let us decide how the winnings should be spent. We decided that the £3000 
should go towards more space and facilities for the children and teenagers, so that they can express their grief in a safe 
and non- judgemental environment. We are also giving some of the money to the fantastic staff as we feel they really 
deserve it for all of their hard work. 

‘Richmond’s Hope’ would like to thank the YPI project for choosing them as the winners and for giving such a large 
amount of money to them. We hope that it will benefit their charity greatly. 

Youth and Philanthrophy Initiative (YPI)
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Burns in the Bog
After the success of Poetry With a P(ee), to celebrate National Poetry Day in October, we livened up the student and staff toilets 
at Christmas with a variety of ancient and modern Christmas poems. For this term, we have gone for our national treasure Robert 
Burns with a series of poems and posters and some biographical information about the bard himself. Poems displayed included
To a Louse, On Seeing one on a Lady’s Bonnet at Church
A Red, Red Rose
Excerpts from Tam o’ Shanter
A Man’s a Man for a’ That
And 
Up in the Morning Early …..

If Robert Burns were alive today he might have penned this as he ran across the playground to catch the ‘second bell’ in the 
morning!

Up in the Morning Early

Cauld blaws the wind frae east to west,
The drift is driving sairly;

Sae loud and shrill’s I hear the blast,
I’m sure it’s winter fairly.

Up in the morning’s no for me,
Up in the morning early;

When a’ the hills are cover’d wi’ snaw,
I’m sure its winter fairly.

The birds sit chittering in the thorn,
A’ day they fare but sparely;

And lang’s the night frae e’en to morn,
I’m sure it’s winter fairly.

Up in the morning’s no for me,
Up in the morning early;

When a’ the hills are cover’d wi’ snaw,
I’m sure its winter fairly.

Robert Burns
The ‘cool’ bard

What next from our ‘toilet’ poets?
We are looking for suggestions for poetry themes for the spring/summer term. If you have any ideas please contact Annie 
Scanlon, Librarian @ annie.scanlon@drummond.edin.sch.uk

Adam Teggart
For those who remember Adam Teggart - he joined us 
from Yorkshire a few years ago and was with us for a 
year - I got a really nice email from his parents today:  
He has now finished his College Life , In his first year he 
did business studies, the second year he did ICT and last 
year he did engineering, along with re-sitting his Maths 
and English, he achieved a B in his Maths.

In September he applied to join the RAF, and sat their 
aptitude test. He needed 55 plus and achieved 80 so that 
was really good news. Then he went on to do interviews, 
medical and fitness tests, and a three day pre-training 
course in November. He passed all tests and his official 
start date was January 13th.

We will be taking him down to RAF Halton in 
Buckinghamshire on Tuesday ready to start on Wednesday.

We are very proud of how well he has done and Adam 
seems very excited. 

(Michael Paley/Adam Teggart’s Parents)

Former Pupils
Harris Aslam
I was first introduced to cricket when I was 5 years old. My dad used to play and 
would take me to his matches at the weekend. He was the person who got me 
most interested in the sport. 

I play at Grange Cricket Club near Stockbridge and they are one of the best teams 
in Scotland and probably the best ground in Scotland. This is where the Scotland 
National Team trains and plays its international matches. 

The U19 World Cup is something that I have been looking forward to for a long 
time. In 2014 I was close to being picked for the World Cup buy just marginally 
missed out but only being 16 at the time. Training with that lot of players and 
getting that experience has driven me more and prepared me better for this year’s 
WC. It is being held in Bangladesh, so it will be tricky getting used to the heat for 
some of the lads but I spent the winter training in Pakistan so I should be pretty 
acclimatised. 

I spent a lot of time training on the astro in Drummond. Its right next to my house 
and can be used at any time which was great! My dad would be up training with 
me – throwing balls at me or catching them behind the stumps while I would be 
bowling. It would have been great to have started a cricket team at Drummond 
while I was there and I did try to get an after school indoor cricket activity in S3 but 
unfortunately there weren’t enough students interested. (Harris Aslam)
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Following on from the success of ’10 minutes Reading in Class’ for S1 students, we have extended the 
programme to S2 students. This is an opportunity for students to explore their personal reading tastes 
from fiction to non-fiction, magazines to newspapers. They can do this on the media of their choice 
from iPads to mobile phones. Some students have chosen to read about topics which complement 
the subjects they are studying and others are reading about hobbies, biographies of favourite people 
or where they would like to go on holiday! Having that quiet 10 minutes a day to relax with a book 
of their choice reminds students that reading can be interesting and fun and hopefully spur them on 
to read more after school and at home.

Make it Like Matisse
Drummond was lucky enough to have a student teacher in the Art Department last term. He was keen 
to create a lesson for S1 students around book covers. He chose the artist Matisse, popular for his clean 
dramatic images and use of bold colours. S1 students studied his paintings and then created a cover 
for the book they were currently reading. It resulted in a colourful display in the library to advertise our 
collection of art books. 

10 Minutes Reading in Class

S6 Pupils exhibit in Italy!
Transnationalizing cultures project with St.Andrews University 

and Edinburgh Printmakers.

In November eight of our S6 Art Masterclass students participated 
in a Photolithography workshop as part of our on-going 
collaborative project with St.Andrews University. The students 
worked with the Director of Edinburgh Printmakers, Alastair Clark, 
to create complex, layered images inspired by Leonardo da Vinci’s 
notebooks.

The prints are composed of their research drawings and key 
vocabulary translated into Italian (and reversed to produce mirror 
writing.) A selection of the prints and background research 
material is currently being exhibited in Cesena, Italy. The students 
also showed their work at the Byre Theatre in St.Andrews from 8th 
February to 26th February 2016.

Rotary Young Chef 2nd Round
On the 27th November Eilidh and Ronaigh Douglas represented the school in the 
second round of the Rotary Young Chef competition. This round was held at 
Penicuik High School and the girls were competing with pupils from a variety of 
other schools. 

Both girls did very well on the afternoon and were a credit to both the school and 
themselves. Well done!

Eilidh’s Menu Ronaigh’s Menu
Chicken wrapped in parma ham with 
a creamy herb sauce, hasselback 
potatoes and broccoli

Black Forest gateau with cherry 
compote and clotted cream

Lamb burger with a spicy tomato 
and red pepper relish served with 
sweet potato wedges 

Sticky toffee pudding with vanilla 
custard



Drummond Community High School Newsletter 7 

The tokens were issued at the end of February and are valid until the 27th March 2016. The books are 
available from:

All branches of Waterstones Book Shops, the closest to the school can be found at
98/99 Ocean Terminal 
Ocean Drive, Leith
83 George Street, EdinburghEH2 3ES
128 Princes Street

Blackwells Bookshop The Edinburgh Bookshop Ltd 
53-62 South Bridge 219 Bruntsfield Place

WHSmith Tesco 
Fort Kinnaird Retail Park and at Newcraighall Road
Unit 5B Gyle Shopping Centre 
South Gyle Broadway

Free Books
We celebrated World Book Day on the 3rd of March and this year each student received a book token which 
entitles them to £1 off a book of their choice or can be exchanged for one of 10 free books (5 for upper 
primary and S1/2). Students can choose from the following:

For Younger Readers Who Like A Bit of Fun

The World of Norm by Jonathan Meres
Norm knew it was going to be one of those days when 
he woke up to find a half-Polish Cockapoo sat on his 
head. But that’s OK. Because at least there’s biking with 
his best friend Mikey to look forward to. Or at least 
there was until Norm discovers he has to stay in and 
wait for some stupid parcel to arrive. Just as well he 
hasn’t got two irritating little brothers and the world’s 
most annoying next door neighbour. Oh wait a minute. 
He has.
Welcome to the world of Norm?

The Boy Who Could Do What 
He Liked by David Badell
Alfie has a routine. To be honest, 
he has a lot of routines. There’s the 
waking-up routine, the getting-dressed 
routine, the cleaning-his-teeth-in-
the-morning routine, the getting-his-
school-bag-ready-routine… and that’s 
all before 8:30am. But then one day 
Alfie’s usual minder is unavailable, and 
Alfie’s parents get Mrs Stokes instead. 
Mrs Stokes doesn’t do routines. 

Instead, she just tells Alfie to do what he likes. Over and 
over again. Eventually, Alfie decides to take her at her word. 
And that’s when things start to go weird.
Does everything get out of control and Alfie learn his lesson 
and realise that routines are really quite important to stick to 
after all? Nah. This isn’t that kind of story…

Star Wars, Wild Space by Cavan Scott                                                                                         
When their parents are captured by the evil Galactic 
Empire, brother and sister Milo and Lina Graf must set 
out on an epic quest to free them. Menaced by Imperial 
agents, bounty hunters, and gangsters, they will have to 
travel across the galaxy uncovering clues to rescue their 
parents and aid the Rebellion in the fight against the 
Empire…

For Older Readers Who Like A Challenge

Spot the Difference by: Juno 
Dawson
How much would you change to be 
popular?
Avery has always suffered at the hands 
of the bullies, so when she’s given a 
seemingly-miraculous opportunity to 
join the ‘A-list’ she grabs at it with 
both hands. But appearances can 
be deceiving, and soon Avery’s not 
so sure she likes this new version of 
herself. And it’s only by overcoming 

her fears that she can learn the true meaning of being 
comfortable in your own skin.

Kindred Spirits by Rainbow Rowell
‘Everybody likes everything these days. The whole world 
is a nerd.’ ‘Are you mad because other people like Star 
Wars? Are you mad because people like me like Star 
Wars?’ ‘Maybe.’
If you broke Elena’s heart, Star Wars would spill out. So 
when she decides to queue outside her local cinema to 
see the new movie, she’s expecting a celebration with 
crowds of people who love Han, Luke and Leia just as 
much as she does. 
What she’s not expecting is to be last in a line of only 
three people; to have to pee into a collectible Star Wars 

soda cup behind a dumpster or to meet that unlikely someone who just might 
truly understand the way she feels. 



I had applied to the Junior Academy in October. I had to write an essay on a world issue and my essay was about global 
warming and its impacts on the world. 250 people were selected from students, aged 13 to 19, from all over the world. We 
were allocated into 10 groups with one mentor in each. Mentors were professional scientists who were engineers, doctors, 
statisticians and researchers. Every week we completed a lesson and had an online conference with our peers and mentor.

Bill Gates had invited 50 members of the Junior Academy to join him 
at his event. The junior academy then informed us that 10 people from 
the academy would be given a scholarship to travel to New York, for 
the event. These 10 people were selected for their enthusiasm and 
exceptional ability that was shown throughout the course. I was one of 
the 10 people that received the scholarship. 

The purpose of the course is to teach fundamental research skills to 
students. In late February a competition. Two challenges were presented 
to students who had completed the course. The challenge will last 60 
days and students will have to create a solution to a real world problem. 
Winners will be selected from a panel of scientists, and the top 25 
winners will be sent New York in June. The winners will present their 
findings in the New York Academy of Sciences and will receive a cash 
prize.
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S2 Anti-smoking Peer Mentoring
Drummond Community High School is now part of the Decipher-Assist project. This is an initiative, funded by the NHS, 
that has peer mentoring at its heart. The project started in Wales and academic research has shown it has a positive 
impact on young peoples’ health. The main function of the project is to work with younger members of the school 
community and to stop pupils becoming smokers.  At the start of 2016 S2 pupils 
took part in a survey which asked them about who they respected in their own 
year group.  The results were used by the project facilitators to create a group of 
16 pupils who would become Drummond’s anti-smoking mentors as, going by 
the pupil feedback, these pupils were highlighted as the ones who were looked 
up to.  These pupils were 
given two days training 
so as to allow them to 
carry out their new task 
with confidence.  Day 
one of training gave these 
pupils the knowledge 
and facts about tobacco 
and smoking, while day 
two of the training gave 
pupils the skills, listening 
& communicat ion, 
to become effective 
mentors.

Drummond Pupil Mohshin Syed, flies to New York to meet Bill Gates

The Modern Languages department have established a business 
link with the Waldorf Astoria Caledonian Hotel to demonstrate 
to pupils the importance and relevance of languages in future 
employment and in a working environment.  In October a 
group of 18 S3 and S4 pupils took part in a visit to the Waldorf 
Astoria Caledonian Hotel, where they were given a tour of 
the hotel and participated in workshops on creating a CV and 
interview skills.  The department will continue links with the 
hotel and has been devising future projects with the hotel for 
pupils to be involved in.

In November the Goethe Institute came into Drummond to 
lead a morning of interactive German language games, S1 
pupils from Drummond and primary pupils from Abbeyhill, 
Leith Walk and Broughton took part in the German Language 
Adventure The pupils were split into mixed groups and 
set a challenge; To find information hidden in different 
locations within the school on different cities in Germany 
and accumulate as many cities visited as possible in the time 
allocated. It was a very enjoyable event for pupils and a great 
opportunity for our S1 to act as hosts for the visiting schools. 

Modern Languages


