
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council - 7th September 2016 

 

Present: Edmund Farrow, Farida Hamza, Andrew Clausen, Luciene Oliveira, Belinda 

da Silva, Philippe Meyer, Christine Meyer, Jaaziel Solles, Denisy Luvisari, Councillor 

Nick Gardner, Ana Valera Mondejar, Paco Calvo, Mure Dickie, Awaz Saadi, 

Abdulrahman Saadi, Nabila Arbab, Bushra Salama, David Sterratt, Jodie Hannan 

(Head Teacher), Laura Fry (Teacher Rep), Michael Paley (Teacher Rep) 

 

Apologies: Councillor Marion Donaldson 

 

Head Teacher’s Report 

 

Jodie Hannan presented an overview of exam results and of the School Improvement 

Plan (SIP) for the coming year. 

 

 There was a healthy increase in the number of S4 pupils achieving five or 

more National 5s. 

 The proportion of pupils in S5 attaining one or more Highers also increased. 

 Jodie paid tribute to the work done as Acting Head by Sue Cook over the last 

two years in making these improved results possible. 

 

School Improvement Plan: The full plan will be available on the school website when 

it has been finalised but Jodie gave a run down of the key points. Areas covered by 

the SIP include: 

 

 Improving attainment even further. 

 Making sure all pupils leave school to a positive destination 

appropriate to their skills and interests. 

 Building leadership skills throughout the school. 

 Self-evaluation for pupils and staff. 

 Promoting Drummond as the school of choice for all local pupils. This 

is an area that the Parent Council can particularly help with by being 

ambassadors for the school and also by giving insight into how the 

school is viewed by the community. 

 Ensuring that the school curriculum addresses pupils needs. 

 Technology. Both the practical and educational aspects of the school’s 

use of iPads need fine-tuning. 

 

Some outcomes have already been achieved: 

 

 A focus on reducing lateness has ensured pupils are in classrooms on time and 

ready to learn. Extra bells have helped encourage punctuality. 

 Staff have been consulted on changes to the curriculum and timetable 

structure. 

 There is now an extended leadership team in place consisting of the Senior 

Leadership Team, Curriculum Leaders and Guidance Teachers. (The Senior 

Leadership Team consists of the Head Teacher, the 2 Deputes and the 

Business Manager - Jodie Hannan, Elspeth McLean, Pauline Sharp & Peter 

Luke.) 



 

Parent Council Priorities 

 

David Sterratt, Chairperson of the Parent Council, outlined the aims of the Parent 

Council and possible activities for the coming year. 

 

Parent Council Aims: 

 

1. Give constructive feedback, and help to improve communication between staff 

and parents. 

2. Give moral and practical support to the school & staff. Past examples of this 

include providing tea and coffee at parent evenings, and helping out at last 

year’s diversity evening.   

3. Identify ways to improve the school experience and raise funds for them if 

necessary. The Parent Council currently has around £1500 available to fund 

small projects in the school. Staff and pupils can apply by completing the form 

on the school website and emailing it to the parent council. Money has 

previously gone to such things as supporting the Pupil Voice, providing 

medals at sports day and paying for LGBT awareness training.  

4. Supporting parents & carers to help their children’s learning & development. 

There was an internet safety event last autumn and there will be a drugs 

awareness evening soon. 

5. Promote Drummond to cluster primaries and the community. 

6. Represent parents’ views to the City of Edinburgh Council by both contacting 

Councillors about issues and also sending representatives to occasional area 

and city meetings. 

 

Ideas for Parent Council activities 2016/17: 

 

 Carry on with the Parent Council Fairtrade Cafe at parent evenings – 

perhaps trying to use it more as an opportunity to chat with parents. We 

also need bigger signs to advertise who we are and what we do. 

 Some or all of us could meet with the Pupil Voice (a committee of pupil 

representatives) to help come up with ideas for improving the school. 

 Carry on with our Food & Consumer Technology charges project. 

Currently, pupils must pay for ingredients in FCT. This can dissuade some 

pupils from studying the subject, particularly at exam level. We are 

looking for corporate sponsors to help end this inequality. (There is a 

similar problem with materials in Craft & Design.) 

DAVID to follow this up. 

 Organise a drugs awareness evening. (Hopefully in November.) 

DAVID is talking with Crew and McDonald Road library. 

 Improving the yard. The school playground is an under-utilised and ugly 

expanse of tarmac - it would be good to make it better. Obviously, funds 

would need to be found somewhere and there is also the issue of getting 

agreement to maintain any improvements from the private management 

company, Amey, which looks after the school property.  

 Help with events. In recent years we have helped with such events as a 

careers evening and the Diversity Day. 

 Use our twitter account more. 



 

Discussion 

 

Everyone at the meeting divided into small groups to discuss issues they wanted to 

raise and possible activities for the Parent Council. These were then reported back. 

(Teacher responses in italics): 

 

 More day-to-day communication from the school would be useful. What are 

pupils studying? When are their deadlines? What should their focus be? How 

can parents help their children develop life skills like time planning? Jodie: 

Some curriculum material is already on the school website. Improving it 

requires work, and priority will be given to S4 upwards. 

 Communication is a team effort between the school and parents. What is the 

best way to communicate together? 

 Could technology be used more for communication? For instance, more use of 

email. (Abbeyhill Primary now has around 75% of parents receiving 

information by email.) 

DAVID to put school-parent-learner communication and support on the 

agenda for a future Parent Council meeting. 

 More use of social media. (The school already extensively uses Twitter and 

has much information available via the website. Parents need to be made more 

aware of this.) 

 In order to promote Drummond to those attending local primaries there should 

be more invitations to visit Drummond for both pupils and parents. Jodie: An 

evening event for Primary 1 upwards is already scheduled for November. 

Parent Council could attend.  

 Should homework be done at home or school? Jodie: Home. S5 and S6 get a 

few study periods at school, though. Michael: Drummond is one of four 

resource high schools in Edinburgh which means the school is set up to deal 

effectively with pupils who need extra support. These pupils receive time and 

help during the school day to get homework done. 

 Is it possible to get tuition from additional teachers if a pupil is struggling?  

Michael: Some teachers arrange extra study time, especially when exams are 

close. The school organises study days at Easter. 

 Does the school provide textbooks or must parents buy them? Jodie: The 

school provides all essential textbooks. Parents can buy things like books of 

past exam papers if they feel it’s necessary. 

 The Scottish school year starts before the summer holidays. What provision is 

there for pupils joining the school after the summer from other countries to 

catch up? Jodie: Teachers should take a pupil’s previous experience into 

account and help them. 

 What facilities are available to help pupils whose first language is not English? 

Michael: There are English as an Additional Language classes. There needs 

to be more information made available about them and a better process in 

place to obtain help. 



 

Fairtrade Cafe at Parent Evenings 

 

Due to the pleasantly large number of parents present, it was decided to use email to 

organise a rota of parents to run the cafe. The S1 parent evening is October 5th. Nick 

offered to help. Laura volunteered pupils studying Hospitality. 

DAVID to send an email with an explanation of the cafe and upcoming dates. 

 

Advanced Higher Provision 

 

Concerns were raised over the difficulties encountered by some pupils attempting to 

study Advanced Highers this year. As a small school, Drummond can only provide a 

limited number of subjects but pupils have the possibility of travelling to other 

schools, such as Broughton and Trinity. (This can be the case with Highers as well.) 

The process of arranging this is unclear. How much is up to Drummond and how 

much to parents and pupils? 

 

JODIE: A leaflet is to be produced giving a clear guide to the process and also the 

structure of the Senior phase of the school and the levels of exams available. 

 

Parents were reassured that Highers are the important exams as far as university entry 

is concerned. Some parents present from other cultures (England included!) expressed 

confusion over the entire Scottish system. 

 

JODIE, EDMUND, DAVID: It was agreed to hold some kind of event giving an 

overview of the Scottish education system, including exams, the consolidated senior 

phase and the way the school itself is organised. 

 

Chat 
 

The meeting finished by 7:50 but many parents remained to continue the discussion. It 

was a great opportunity to meet teachers and parents, share experiences and learn 

more about the school. A big thank you to everyone who attended. 

 

Future Meetings: 

 

30 November 2016 

25 January 2017 

15 March 2017 

24 May 2017 (AGM) 


