
Drummond Newsletter: China 2016 

 

On Monday 10th October seven students from Drummond Community High School 

travelled to Beijing, China along with ten students from Leith Academy and five 

members of staff. The trip was to be a 10 day whirlwind experience of the culture and 

language of China. We were accompanied on the trip by two guides – Stefanie and 

Richard. They taught us some basic Mandarin on the coach when we were travelling 

from location to location. They also were on hand to give us the history of each of the 

places we visited and answer any questions.  

 

   
 

We managed to visit a wide variety of places during our time in China. This is a summary 

of what we did: 

 

Day One: The Great Wall, Ming Tombs and Sacred Road, Acrobat show 

Day Two: Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City, the Hutongs, Summer Palace 

(overnight train to Xi’an) 

Day Three: Terracotta Army Museum, Huaqing Hot Springs 

Day Four: Xi’an City Wall, Calligraphy Session, Muslim Quarter (overnight train to Beijing)  

Day Five: Temple of Heaven, Beijing Zoo,  

Day Six: Bullet train to Tianjin, classes with our Chinese buddies and out to dinner with 

them. 

Day Seven: Calligraphy session in School, Tianjin Museum, the 

Cultural Street 

Day Eight: Designing Peking Masks, Shopping at Silk Alley  

 

 

 

Please feel free to speak to any of the students who went on the trip if you would like to 

know more about their experiences.  

 

Below are some of the thoughts of the students who were part of the trip. 



 

I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to experience a culture that is so different 

to my own. A few of my favourite moments were visiting the Summer Palace and 

spending time at the No.1 High School in Tianjin. I know I won’t miss people constantly 

taking photos of us but I do have many good memories that I won’t be forgetting any 

time soon. 

Hannah Law, S6  

 

10 days of travelling, experiencing a new culture and walking for miles each day is 

something I will never forget. Being able to sit in classes with my two lovely buddies Sheri 

and Christina in Tianjin No.1 High School and enjoying a fantastic meal with them are 

memories I will be able to look upon for many years to come. It was a shock to see that 

the food wasn’t what I expected and I can gladly say I’m staying away from sticky rice 

for a little while. All in all the experience was great and if I had the chance I would go 

back in a heartbeat. 

Emma McCallum, S6 

 

 

Just getting to go to China is fantastic on its own but it wouldn’t have been the same 

without the group I went with as we all had such fun. I loved the experience and it was 

packed with things to do such as a visit to the Great Wall, Beijing Zoo and the overnight 

train to Xi’an. I would recommend this trip to everyone as you might never get to go 

again. 

Colette Thomson, S5 

 

 

China was, most definitely, a cultural shock more than anything. From the food; the 

ethos; the structure and colours of buildings, to the details, such as mannerisms in public 

and at the dinner table. After visiting some of the biggest tourist attractions in China, 

even climbing 11 fortresses of the Great Wall, my biggest achievement was mastering 

chopsticks. The lovely guides taught us at every meal after a long day exploring China, 

in all its greatness. I think the Wall was my favourite because it really does exceed 

expectations but really the whole of China was beautiful - well all three of the cities we 

visited. I enjoyed when we were able to explore ourselves when getting free time at 

attractions or when we were taken for dinner with our new friends from the No.1 Tianjin 

High School, who were able to show us their favourite parts of where they live as well as 

tell us about how they live and how they are schooled. I enjoyed every second of the 

trip. 

Katherine Dempsie, S5 

 

 



The trip to China was my first time abroad and I thoroughly enjoyed the whole 

experience. We visited many beautiful places but my highlight was the visit to Tianjin 

No.1 High School as we got the opportunity to experience what school life is like in 

China. The friends I made there ensured I had a great time.  I found the culture so 

interesting, the most peculiar thing was the wide roads full of cars that ignored red lights 

and did not care for Zebra crossings. These memories will stay with me and I am very 

grateful to have travelled to this incredible country. 

Alison Laing, S6 

 

 

     

 


