
Higher History
Higher History is a broad, challenging qualification that is highly regarded by both employers 

and Higher Education institutions alike.   The analytical skills developed in this year are 

invaluable in a wide variety of disciplines.  Building on their experience of National 5, pupils 

explore a range of topics that compliment their understanding from previous courses.  The 

skills of essay writing and source handling are also further developed from National 5.

Course Content

Pupils will study 3 topics:

Scottish Topic

Migration and Empire, 1830–1939

1 Scottish Migration and Emigration
2 Experience of immigrants in Scotland
3 Impact of Scots emigrants on the Empire
4 Effects of migration and Empire on Scotland to 1939

European and World Topic

Germany, 1815-1939

1 Growth of German Nationalism 1815-50
2 Degree of growth in German Nationalism
3 Obstacles to German Nationalism
4 Why the Nazis achieved power
5 Why the Nazis were able to stay in power

British Topic
Britain, 1851-1951

  1     The growth of democracy, 1851-1928
  2     The Women's Suffrage Movement
  3     The Liberal Reforms, 1906-1914
  4     The Labour creation of the Welfare State, 1945-1951



Assessment

The British and European and World topics are assessed for through the writing 
of two essays in response to previously unseen questions.  Each essay is worth 
20 marks and would be around 1000 words in length.  

The Scottish topic assessed by answering 3 source based questions worth a 
total of 20 marks.  This is the Evaluating Sources section of the exam.    

To gain an overall course award, pupils must also pass assessments for each 
unit studied.

In addition, as part of their overall award, pupils will write an extended essay on 
a question of their own choosing taken from any of the three units of study 
undertaken.   They will have to answer their chosen essay question under exam 
conditions.   This essay will be externally assessed and is worth 33% of the final 
grade. 

Homework

There will be regular homework in the form of essays and source questions, and 
also completion of any unfinished notes or preparation for future classes



Course Timeline

Term / Period Unit/Topic Assessment 

August-October Hitler & Nazi Germany
Britain

End of October

October - December Migration and Empire End of December

Christmas Holiday Higher Assignment 
Preparation 

Prelim Preparation

January-February Higher Assignment 
Preparation

January Prelim 

February- April Growth of German 
Nationalism
Britain 

End of April

March Higher Assignment write-up
Revision


