
Minutes of Drummond Parent Council - 24th January 2018 

 

Present: Julie Leavenworth, Abdulrahman Saadi, Christine Meyer, Mure Dickie, 

David Sterratt (Chair), Jodie Hannan (Head Teacher), Michael Paley (Teacher), 

Venkataramana S Ramamurthy, Laura Vivanco, Edmund Farrow (Treasurer), Mimmi 

Demitri von Pezold, Deirdre Henderson, Marion Donaldson (Councillor, Leith Walk), 

Ben Macpherson MSP, Lisa Clark 

  

Apologies: Linda Somerville, Nathalie Johnstone, Srinjoy Mitra, Valerie Cessford 

 

 

Head Teacher’s report 
  

Staffing : All vacancies will have been filled when Ms Ludbrooke commences 31st 

January in English. There is, however, an absence in the Chemistry department. There 

is cover in place as Mr Gray is qualified to teach Chemistry as well as Physics, and a 

supply teacher is being sought but there is shortage of science teachers in general. 

Plans are being developed for after-school study support for Chemistry in addition to 

the usual revision classes during the Easter holiday for those taking exams. 

 

School tie consultation : All pupils were consulted at the end of last term about plans 

to reduce the number of different school tie designs. There was a consensus to have 

plain blue for S1-S5 and plain black for S6 only. 

 

Communication : A Head Teacher’s bulletin is now being emailed to parents every 

two weeks. 

  

Course choices : S2-S5 pupils will be making course choices in the period from 

January to March. Parents will be sent appointment times to discuss these choices. 

 

School vision & values : The school’s CORE values are Commitment, Opportunity, 

Respect & Equity. A new vision statement reflecting these will be discussed with 

pupils and then parents. 

  

Staff training : Professional learning for staff on the January inset day was focused 

on sharing best classroom practice in line with the school’s improvement priorities: 

feedback, cooperative learning and creativity. 

 

Jodie was thanked for recent improvements to communication with parents, 

particularly the Head Teacher’s bulletin and texts about major staff absences. 

 

Additional items brought up by parents: 

 

Prelims : Results from prelims can no longer be used as a basis for appeal if a student 

does worse than expected in the real exam. They can be taken into account if a student 

is unable to sit the real exam for health reasons, however. Having prelims before 

Christmas seems to have worked well. Michael remarked that the exam period was 

very calm.  

 



School building : There was a suggestion at the last Parent Council meeting that the 

grilles on the windows at the front of the school could be removed to make the 

building more welcoming. However, this would involve a re-negotiated contract with 

the company which maintains the building and would be prohibitively expensive even 

without building work to remove the fittings holding the grilles in place. 

 

 

Election 

 

Deirdre Henderson was proposed as Vice-Chair by David Sterratt as she has been 

effectively filling this vacant position for several months. Mure Dickie seconded. She 

was elected unopposed. 

 

Concern was raised over a perceived lack of diversity in the Parent Council, both as a 

whole and in the committee, compared with the school in general. This is a problem 

for many Parent Councils and the wider Parent Council at Drummond is actually 

relatively diverse. It was agreed to discuss the issue further at the next meeting in an 

attempt to find ways to encourage wider attendance. 

 

 

Parent Council Work 

 

- David, Mimmi & Deirdre had a communications meeting with Jodie before 

Christmas which led to the improvements detailed in the Head Teacher’s report. 

- A Scottish education event was held in January. 

- An open evening at the school for primary pupils and parents is planned for 

Thursday 8th March, 4:30 - 6:30. Parent Council volunteers are needed to promote the 

school at the event. 

 

 

Art of the Future 

 

This exhibition will take place at the Scottish National Gallery from 10th February - 

29th April 2018. Drummond pupils have been heavily involved. Admission free. 

 

 

Dates of Future Meetings 

 

Wednesday 28th March 

Wednesday 30th May AGM 

 

(As City of Edinburgh Council employees, Jodie and Michael left the meeting at this 

point.) 

 

 

Proposal to move Secondary Gaelic Medium Education to Drummond 

 

A long and detailed discussion was held about the Council’s proposal to move GME 

to Drummond. (Background to the proposal is included as an appendix.) A statement 

firmly rejecting the proposal was agreed by all Drummond parents present. (See 



below.) It was also agreed that David and Deirdre have free rein to decide when to 

release the statement and if it should be released in sections.  

 

 

Statement on CEC proposal to move Gaelic Medium Secondary Education from 

James Gillespie’s High School to Drummond Community High School, agreed at 

a meeting of Drummond Community High School Parent Council, 24 January 

2018 
  

On 9 January 2018 Drummond Community High School Parent Council issued a 

“Statement of Concern” about the plans put forward by City of Edinburgh Council 

(CEC) in an “informal consultation” to (1) move secondary Gaelic Medium Education 

(GME) from James Gillespie’s High School to Drummond, with (2) the “opportunity” 

of Drummond becoming a GME-only school. We stated that we were opposed to 

Drummond ever becoming a dedicated GME school because that would mean it 

closing to local children who cannot speak Gaelic. We also stated that we had serious 

concerns about GME moving to Drummond for four reasons:  

(1) Our analysis of CEC’s school roll projections showed Drummond’s capacity 

would be reached in 2022 if GME moved to Drummond. 

(2) CEC had not proposed what would happen when capacity was reached, creating 

uncertainty for primary pupils and parents. 

(3) In any period when GME and English Medium Education (EME) were being 

offered together, there would be possible tension between the sets of parents. 

(4) The popularity of GME is growing, and it seemed very likely that if GME moved 

to Drummond, eventually there would no space for EME pupils. 

  

Since we issued our Statement of Concern, we have discussed the issue of whether 

GME and EME could exist in Drummond CHS with parents at Drummond’s feeder 

primaries. We are strongly opposed to CEC’s proposals. Even if there were plans to 

increase the capacity of the school, we feel that there would still be tension between 

parents, as the CEC draft Gaelic Language Plan states that a clear aspiration of the 

Gaelic community is to have a Gaelic-only secondary school. 

  

On 11 January 2018 the Chair of Drummond Parent Council met with council 

officials and discussed the Statement of Concern. A council official acknowledged the 

problems with capacity that we had raised, and acknowledged the strength of feeling 

in the “Drummond Community”, including parents at Drummond and its feeder 

primaries. We were assured by the official that the statutory consultation planned for 

March was to be postponed, and we were assured by the Convenor of Education 

Children and Families Committee that the informal consultation process will not be 

rushed. CEC will hold an engagement event on 27 February for parents at Drummond 

and its feeder primaries, at which various options will be presented and discussed. 

  

The informal consultation process has caused a great deal of stress and worry to 

parents and pupils at Drummond and its feeder primaries, especially those deciding 

whether to choose Drummond as their secondary school. The timing of the 

announcement was two weeks before the placing deadline, meaning there was very 

little time to evaluate the likely outcomes of the consultation. It has taken a huge 

amount of parents’ time to learn about and discuss the issues. By creating uncertainty 

about the future of Drummond in the minds of primary parents, it risks undoing the 



successful work that teachers, pupils and parents have put into promoting Drummond. 

It has taken considerable amounts of Senior Management Team time. We are also 

very concerned that as the process continues, it could cause staffing and recruitment 

difficulties, since current and potential staff will feel uncertain of their positions. 

  

It seems unlikely that any proposal using the Drummond site for a GME building 

could be agreed by the Taobh na Pàirce parents and parents at Drummond, Broughton 

PS, Leith Walk PS and Abbeyhill PS. We also note that the GME community feels 

that for any transfer of GME from Gillespie’s to be successful, GME first needs to be 

expanded at Gillespie’s. It seems unlikely that this could be done in 2019, or perhaps 

even 2020.  

  

We therefore ask for the proposal of a GME school on the Drummond site to be taken 

off the table and for some of the options in Annex 2 of the May 2016 “Short Term 

Working Group on Gaelic Medium Education and Capacity at James Gillespie’s High 

School” to be investigated in detail, for example: options 7 or 8 of a dedicated GME 

school; or option 2 of creating extra capacity at Gillespie's, which would allow time 

for GME to be built up at Gillespie's, and for proper long-term plans for GME to be 

put in place. We note that in the schools considered under option 3, moving GME to 

another secondary, three schools were ranked as more suitable than Drummond. 

  

This would relieve pressure on parents, pupils and staff, and allow the school and 

Parent Council to focus fully on the continuing process of school improvement. A 

crucial part of this work is growing the school roll, which will both help to improve 

the school and take pressure off secondary schools elsewhere in Edinburgh. 

  

Although we feel it is the job of CEC to propose options, we have nevertheless been 

trying to think of creative solutions to address the issues of over-capacity and fulfil 

the aspirations of the GME community. The obstacles to a new-build GME secondary 

outlined in the May 2016 Short Term Working Group were that no site has been 

identified and that no funding has been identified. Drummond parents have identified 

a site, the council-owned land at Powderhall, currently occupied by the disused waste 

compactor.  A GME annexe could be built on this site which is close to, but separate 

from, Drummond, with space on that site for future expansion as and when the 

numbers of GME pupils increase. This would permit the sharing of some resources 

between GME and Drummond in the short to medium-term, but would not lead to 

over-crowding or loss of amenity at Drummond since the provision on the new site 

would be expanded as and when required in order to accommodate increasing demand 

for GME. 

  

If the CEC still feel that the Engagement event is worthwhile, we would like this 

option of a split-site joint campus to be considered. We would also like a “business as 

usual” option in which the school remains as EME-only school and its work to 

increase the school roll would continue. 

  

At the meeting on 11th January, the council official suggested that an annexe might be 

built for GME somewhere on the Drummond site. We have serious concerns about 

this proposal. 

 



In conclusion, we value the diverse, multicultural, inclusive ethos of Drummond, the 

support it provides for pupils with additional support needs for learning and 

unaccompanied asylum seekers, and the use of the building by the community and 

adult learning. We have been sharing this vision at our open evenings and mornings, 

and the response of primary parents to the informal consultation proposal shows that 

Drummond is becoming a school of choice. In partnership with CEC, we would like 

the opportunity to develop and implement this vision. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 

Background information for GME/Drummond proposal 

 

On 8th December, a report to the Education, Children and Families Committee of City 

of Edinburgh Council (CEC) suggested Drummond Community High School (DCHS) 

as the site for secondary-level Gaelic medium education (GME) in the future. 

  

What is Gaelic Medium Education? 

 

Gaelic Medium Education (GME) is when teaching of subjects is in Scottish Gaelic. 

This is more than just teaching Gaelic as a language. In GME any subject (e.g. 

history, maths, geography) can be taught in Gaelic.  

 

In Edinburgh, Taobh na Pàirce (TnP) is a primary school in Bonnington Road that is 

fully GME (dedicated GME). Pupils from TnP go to James Gillespie’s High School 

(JGHS). At JGHS some subjects are taught in Gaelic for the GME pupils. 

 

What is CEC proposing? 

 

On 8th December, City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) started an “informal 

consultation” to: 

 

(1) move secondary Gaelic Medium Education (GME) from JGHS to Drummond; 

 

(2) consider the “opportunity” of Drummond becoming a GME-only school, if 

demand for GME increases. 

 

This “opportunity” would result in the closure of the Drummond to all students except 

those who are fluent in Gaelic and/or GME primary education would be an entry 

requirement. Drummond would therefore stop being available to local children at non-

GME primaries (i.e. Broughton PS, Leith Walk PS and Abbeyhill PS). The report said 

that if Drummond parents and GME parents could agree to the plan, there would be a 

statutory (formal) consultation starting in March. 

 

What has been Drummond Parent Council’s response? 

 

After the proposal parents of children in Drummond’s feeder primaries told the school 

they were concerned about the proposal. Drummond PC organised a meeting for 



primary parents on 19th December. All parents were opposed to the idea that 

Drummond could be closed to English Medium Education (EME) pupils. Many 

parents feared that if GME joined EME at Drummond, it would lead to Drummond 

becoming a dedicated GME school and closing to EME children. 

 

We analysed CEC’s predictions of how many pupils will be at Drummond and in 

secondary GME.  We showed that if P7 pupils from TnP started coming to S1 in 

Drummond from 2019, Drummond could be full by 2022.  On 9th January, we 

published these figures in a statement of concern. (This statement is now superseded 

by the firm rejection of the proposal agreed on 24th January 2018 and included in the 

main body of these minutes.)  

 

What is CEC’s response? 

 

In response to our statement of concern, CEC officers told us that the statutory 

consultation would not start in March. They said there will be more time for informal 

consultations. The convenor of the Education Committee, Councillor Perry, has said 

that there is “no rush”. On 27th February, there will be an Engagement event for 

parents of pupils at Drummond and its feeder primary schools. At this event various 

options will be proposed, and parents will be able to give their views on them. 

 

What are parents in Drummond and feeder primaries doing? 

 

Parents from Drummond and the feeder primaries have formed the “Drummond 

Community” group. 

 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/DrummondCommunity/ 

 

Twitter: @DrummondCommuni 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oPQ9bXb29m9DOoF9DtFpaWi_BnvCXQgO/view
http://www.facebook.com/DrummondCommunity/
https://twitter.com/DrummondCommuni

