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Our vision  
To learn and enjoy maths, making connections across the curriculum to be the best mathematicians that we 
can be.  
 

Headlines from the 2017/18 exams  
Nationals 
• Strong performance from S4 pupils in National 5 
- 100% achieved an A to D pass 
- 91% achieved an A to C pass 

• Success with our new courses – Applications of Maths National 4 and Applications of Maths National 5 offering new 
opportunities for pupils to increase their knowledge and skills in maths 

• Most A to D passes at National 5 level since the introduction of CfE exams 

• Most National 4 level passes since the introduction of CfE courses 
 

Higher 
• 100% S5 passes for third year in a row 

• 100% A or B passes for S5 pupils 

• Average grade of pupils was 2.5 (an A is 1 or 2, a B is 3 or 4)  
 

Advanced Higher 
• One pupil achieved 100% in exam  

• 100% pass rate (A-C) for exam 

• Most Advanced Higher Maths passes for 10+ years 

 

The work and life of our Faculty   
Our exam results show continued improvement and success. This is a trend over the past three years. Feedback from the 

faculty review shows a supportive department in which pupils are well prepared for assessment. Staff are confident in 

judging a level of ability and attainment in the Broad General Education (BGE) and we have adapted our courses to help 

transition from P7 into S1 and S3 into Senior Phase. We use good questioning and engagement to promote curiosity, 

independence and confidence, and to enable higher-order thinking skills. Pupils report that teacher explanations are clear. 

Staff encourage pupils to explain their learning and how they have reached a conclusion. Pupil performance is assessed 

and tracked from S1 all the way through their school career, allowing for targeted, positive and early intervention to 

maximise attainment and achievement. 

We place a huge emphasis on the quality of our learning and teaching, ensuring that lessons are stimulating, engaging and 

purposeful. We have created a huge number of active learning activities and formative assessment tasks to stimulate 

learning and assess the progress. 

We currently offer a huge number of extra-curricular opportunities to our pupils. These include: 
S1-6 UKMT Maths Challenges 
S1-6 Scottish Maths Challenges 
S1-S4 Alan Turing Cryptography Competition  
S1 Fettes College Codebreaking Day 
S2 Edinburgh University Masterclasses 
S2 Explore Learning National Young Mathematicians Award 
S3 Edinburgh University Maths Circles 
S3-4 Enterprising Maths in the Lothians Competition 
S5-6 Maths Bombe Competition  
 



Highlights of this year are …. 
• Pratyush Gautam achieving 100% in his Advanced Higher 
Mathematics exam. Amazing! 
 

• S1 meeting a real-life Enigma Machine 
 

• The outstanding results of our Higher class 
 

UKMT Maths Challenge Success:   
Senior (S5-6)  Intermediate (S3-4) Junior (S1-2) 

GOLD: Matthew Farrow 
GOLD: Mhairi Dickie 
BRONZE: Pratyush Gautam 
BRONZE: Benjamin Sterratt 
 

GOLD: Daniel Farrow 
SILVER: Muaaz Obaid 
BRONZE: Chi Chan 
 

GOLD: Joanna Farrow 
SILVER: Liza Kuslii 
BRONZE: Haifa Arif 
BRONZE: Aaron Garmendia 
 

 
Scottish Maths Challenge  
Middle (S3-4) Junior (S1-2) 

SILVER: Daniel Farrow 
 

SILVER: Joanna Farrow 
SILVER: Lisa Kuslii 
BRONZE: Nemo Ganguli 

 

This year we will be…… 
Aiming to increase the number and quality of awards at all levels to improve each young person’s leaver destination 

opportunities and choices. We aim to improve the level of numeracy for all with carefully planned courses and an emphasis 

on excellent learning and teaching and consistent pedagogy. 

We have worked very hard as a staff to develop, adapt and run brand new courses in the senior phase, working together 

to make a cohesive structure. We will continue to embed these courses and new ideas into our work from S1 to S6. 

Pupils in all years will have a notes jotter to complement their work jotter. This has worked well in the senior phase and 
we wish to mirror this in the junior phase. We use quantitative feedback with pupils in S1 to identify strengths and areas 
for development in their numeracy – the pupils know this as Numeracy Ninjas. 

 

Leadership of staff and pupils  
We are currently looking at how to use data to give regular, consistent feedback to pupils about their successes and next 
steps. This includes regular, low-stakes assessment designed to show pupils and staff strengths and weaknesses. 
We are looking at methods to improve communication with and support for parents and pupils from S1 to S6, including 
launching our new website during the session. We are working with the Primary cluster to improve transition and create 
resources for use at home by pupils and their parents. 
 
We have engaged in professional development regarding growth mindset in mathematics, looking for strategies to 
positively engage all pupils. We are currently looking at pedagogical methods – why and how – to inform our teaching and 
create a deeper understanding of concepts for pupils. 
 
Senior pupils have worked with the department to support younger pupils.  
 
Twitter: 
@drummond_maths 


