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January Headteacher Bulletin  

 

Dear Drummond Community, I hope that you are well in lockdown, and 

continue to keep safe. We now know that we will not be returning to school 

until at least mid-February and so we remain, in our 

elasticated waistbands, teaching and learning from 

home. I hope that you are all settling into the rhythm 

and routine of this kind of school day, and are more 

comfortable and confident with remote learning this 

time around than in Lockdown 1. Mrs Sloan will be 

sending a survey out this week to see how all our 

young people are getting on so please do take the time to complete it.  

 

Drummond continues to be as busy and productive in lockdown as we are 

when actually in the building, and our plans for course choice, P7 transition etc are now online. I 

hope that the following news is useful, and you will see that there is still much to celebrate while 

school is closed. 

 

Updates 

 

Staffing  
o A full time English teacher to replace Ms Ferrier has been recruited and will commence 

approx beginning of May.  
o We are currently recruiting a full time and part time teacher in Maths, and full time in French 

& Spanish, all to commence August 2021. 
o A warm welcome to the four student teachers who have begun their virtual teaching practice 

with us: Molly McGregor in PE; Diego Sanchez Galifornina in Science; Gael Thomson in 

Drama; and Samuel Buwert in CDT. 

 
Dates 
Monday 8-Monday 15 inclusive: February Break 
 
Online assembly Tuesday 26 January 1-1.20pm 
A Teams invitation has been emailed to all parents and pupils, and put on the app. I hope that you 
will be able to join us all tomorrow afternoon.  
 
Stationery collection  
Jotters, pens and pencils will be available to collect from the reception area at the side doors at the 
car park later on this week:  

- Thursday 28 January 9.30-10.30am for S1-S3 
- Friday 29 January 9.30-10.30 and for S4-S6 

 
Please remember to wear a face covering, sanitise your hands and keep a 2metre distance.  
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Learning & Teaching and Course Choice  

o Mrs Sloan is emailing a weekly Home Learning bulletin to all parents/ carers, and these are 
also stored on the website for reference https://drummondhigh.org/2020/05/07/weekly-
bulletin/ 

o S1 and S2 are following weekly grids which cover all curricular areas. Some teachers may 
schedule class calls with S1 and S2 classes. Weekly engagement with the grids is monitored 
and a text system in place to let parents know if assignments are not being submitted.  

o S3-S6 pupils following their normal timetable, whereby teachers are engaging in a blend of 
live teaching, set tasks, recorded presentations etc. Parents will be informed of engagement 
via weekly texts home from departments. 

o All S1-S6 pupils who indicated they needed an iPad to learn at home have been provided 
with one. We are also distributing data cards to pupils who need this support. These 100+ 
iPads are a combination of school owned devices, as well as ones funded by Scottish 
Government. We continue to survey our families to ensure that no child is left out. We are 
also very grateful to private business donors for gifting several devices to school.  

o Course choice for S2 into S3, S3 into S4, S4 into S5, and S5 into S6 will continue virtually while 
in lockdown, with support from SDS. The virtual parent evening for S2 into S3 was last week.   

o The timing of reports for S4-S6 will change to reflect altered Assessment Phase dates: Mrs 
Sloan will email more information on both reporting and confirmed Assessment Phase dates.  

SQA news 
It was confirmed before Christmas that there may not be any formal SQA exams for Nationals, 
Highers or Advanced Highers. Following the announcement on 19 January that we will be remote 
learning until at least the middle of February, we also await advice from the SQA regarding formal 
planned assessments.  
I want to reassure all Senior Phase pupils and families that we are looking at how best to undertake 
assessment of pupils’ work in order to award their qualifications.  
The SQA made it clear from the beginning of the session that assessment evidence is about the 
quality of evidence rather than the quantity, and that the evidence of most value is gathered as late 
on as possible, as it gives the learners the best chance to demonstrate what we know, and how they 
have progressed. It is also important to remember that all schools in Scotland are in the same 
position.  
The City has drawn up a Guide to SQA qualifications for learners and parents to answer frequently 
asked questions https://drummondhigh.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/a-learner-parent-carer-
guide-to-sqa-qualifications-2020-21-19-january-2021-003-1.pdf  
 
Career Ready  
Career Ready is a two year process where pupils apply to be joined up with a mentor in the world 

of work and they will hopefully, Covid permitting, experience a paid internship in their mentor’s 

place of work later this year. This programme has been running very successfully in Drummond for 

the past few years and has led to excellent employment opportunities for our pupils. The following 

S5 pupils are starting their Career Ready journey following the online launch event last week: 

Isabela Bueno; Hanna Gordon; Hadassa Soles; Oliwia Kawalec; Grace Igbinoke; Connor Glancy 

 

https://drummondhigh.org/2020/05/07/weekly-bulletin/
https://drummondhigh.org/2020/05/07/weekly-bulletin/
https://drummondhigh.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/a-learner-parent-carer-guide-to-sqa-qualifications-2020-21-19-january-2021-003-1.pdf
https://drummondhigh.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/a-learner-parent-carer-guide-to-sqa-qualifications-2020-21-19-january-2021-003-1.pdf
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UCAS 

We are delighted that a number of our senior pupils have been offered unconditional and 

conditional places at university, including Andi Christie, Head Girl, who has accepted an 

unconditional place to study International Relations at Edinburgh University. Congratulations to all! 

Instrumental music update  
Lessons are continuing using TEAMS.  Students are being be contacted via TEAMS by their Instructor 
and lesson are taking place over video calls.  Some of our students feel more comfortable sending 
audio recordings to their Instructor and they are receiving feedback via TEAMS or email.  We are 
working together to make sure that we can meet the needs of all our students.  If any student has 
difficulty with accessing an instrument, or if you have any questions, please contact Lindsey Stroud, 
CL Expressive Arts Lindsey.stroud@drummond.edin.sch.uk 
 
 
 

S1 French: pupils have been working on the topic of physical 
description in French and have produced some amazing 
posters. This is the virtual display of their excellent work;  
https://padlet.com/jasminebenla/t3nxleb8uecmqoo 

 

S2 Art: We’re all spending more time looking out of the window 

at the moment so Art asked S2s to create a “Room with a view”. 

The view could be real or imagined and we have been sent 

everything from a tropical paradise to a view across Edinburgh 

rooftops. Thank you for all your beautiful drawings S2. They 

have 

brightened our week! 

 

 

mailto:Lindsey.stroud@drummond.edin.sch.uk
https://padlet.com/jasminebenla/t3nxleb8uecmqoo
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S2 History 

As part of the S2 Assignment, and in conjunction with our 
Rights Respecting Schools commitment, pupils will 
be invited to paint a small stone in remembrance of the six 
million Jewish men, women and children murdered in the 
Holocaust, or subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Darfur, 
Bosnia, Rwanda or indeed the one taking place in China now. 
These stones (known as Foundation Stones) can actually be 
sent off to become part of the new UK Holocaust Memorial 
and Learning Centre in London.  
 
Pupils and teachers will be asked to upload a picture of their 
stone to padlet on Wednesday 27 January, Holocaust 
Memorial Day.  
 
https://padlet.com/claremartin2/c2lqeowek7yuhpv2 
  
Each painted stone is a commitment to remember the past 
and to build a future free from all forms of prejudice, 
discrimination and hatred.   
 

 
S3 Art: Inspired by the work of illustrator Kate 
Bingaman-Burt our S3 students created their own 
curious collections. Each collection had to have a 
theme or a rule. eg. all the objects I used today, a few 
of my favourite foods etc. Students were encouraged 
to use a loose, illustrative style by drawing in pen right 
away. We loved the variety of responses we got from 
students. Keep up the great work S3! 
 

S4 RMPS: 

The S4 Rights, 

Beliefs and Values 

classes organised a 

food bank 

collection in 

December and 

received a thank 

you letter and 

certificate from 

Edinburgh NE Food 

Bank. 

 

 

https://padlet.com/claremartin2/c2lqeowek7yuhpv2
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Poetry opportunity  

COULD YOU BE THE NEXT AMANDA GORMAN? 

Who? 

Amanda Gorman is the current US Youth Poet Laureate and she read her fantastic poem ‘The Hill We 
Climb’ at Joe Biden’s presidential inauguration on the 20

 
January. Whatever your politics, the power 

and passion of her language was undeniable.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdKdyemxbew 

A poet laureate is someone who writes poems to help celebrate or commemorate special events. 

Why? 

We think it is time for Drummond to have its own Poet Laureate – someone who loves writing, and 
who could write poems to help mark any special school events or global events that impact on us 
all.  

 

o This opportunity is open to all students (S1-6). 
o The ideal candidate will be someone who has a passion for writing and words. 
o You will be expected to write approximately 6 poems over the course of the year. 
o You will hold the post for a whole school session. 
o You will have support from the English department and some real published poets. 
o Your work will be shared on our twitter feeds and school website, and will hopefully be 

published at the end of your year in a poetry pamphlet. 
 
How do I get involved? 

We want to ensure that we choose the right student for this important role. Therefore, we are asking 
for any interested student to submit a poem to demonstrate their skills.  

The theme of the poem is ‘Life in 2020’ and the deadline is Friday 5
 
February. 

All applicants should email their poem to Mrs. Tindall by the deadline: 
jo.tindall@drummond.edin.sch.uk 

The winner will be decided by Monday 15 February. There will be prizes for the top three entries. 

 

With best wishes to you and yours,  

 

Jodie Hannan 

Headteacher  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdKdyemxbew
mailto:jo.tindall@drummond.edin.sch.uk

